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1.

Summary

Woodvine Nature Reserve is situated in south-east Tasmania, about 45 kilometres east of Hobart.
The 377 hectare property was donated to the Crown by Mr Herbert Ernest “Ernie” Shaw in 1998,
who wanted to protect the plants and animals that lived there. The Woodvine Nature Reserve was
subsequently proclaimed on 25 June 2001. Ernie Shaw died on 5 August 2005.
Contrasting with the neighbouring land, the reserve retains an extensive cover of native vegetation
that is important for the conservation of rare and threatened species of plants and animals and
vegetation communities at the local, regional state and national level.
The reserve is important as it supports representative examples of vegetation communities now
extensively cleared in south-eastern Tasmania. In particular, Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and
woodland on sandstone, Eucalyptus ovata heathy woodland, and Themeda triandra lowland
grassland are significant. The reserve is at the headwaters of three waterways and there are a
number of small sedgeland and rushland wetland communities that feed these waterways. The areas
of buttongrass and wetland with sphagnum moss species are considered significant as they occur
below the minimum rainfall levels for their expected range.
Two hundred plant species have been recorded in Woodvine Nature Reserve, ten of which are
endemic to Tasmania. Species of conservation significance include the yellow rice flower (Pimelea
flava subsp. flava) listed as a rare under the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995, the endemic
forest heath (Epacris virgata) and the endemic sedge smooth-glumed restio (Chordifex
monocephalum) which is normally only found in south-west Tasmania.
From a wildlife perspective the diversity of vegetation communities and ecotones provide a broad
range of habitat for native birds and animals and constitute an important regional refuge.
While Phytophthora cinnamomi is reported to be absent from the reserve, Spanish heath, a
significant environmental weed infests much of the land cleared for agriculture and poses the single
greatest threat to the reserve’s natural values.
The last moderate bushfire occurred more than 25 years ago. Therefore, the risk of an uncontrolled
fire is very high. Heathland vegetation and vegetation to the north-west of the buildings is a priority
for fire management.
The weed, Spanish heath spreads readily on to disturbed ground. The use of fire may promote its
spread.
The property has cultural significance as it was a working farm and home from 1861 and until 2003
with many farm buildings and associated historic artefacts remaining. These provide important
information about early farming life in Tasmania. The complex of farm buildings was listed on the
Tasmanian Heritage Register on 5 July 2006.
The buildings are constructed mostly of timber with various degrees of deterioration evident and
major structural work required on some. A number of the buildings have been propped or had
other work undertaken to maintain them. Theft of cultural material has been an on-going issue which
led to the relocation of much of the moveable heritage to safer off-site storage.
Some members of the extended Long and Shaw families remain associated with the property and
together with the local community are participating in the protection of the natural and cultural
values of the reserve.
Woodvine Nature Reserve will be managed to conserve the unique and diverse vegetation
communities and species of significance found in the reserve, to retain elements of the most
significant farm buildings and to inspire understanding, appreciation and conservation of the reserve’s
rich natural and cultural values.
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2.

Introduction

2.1.

Purpose of this management statement

This draft reserve management statement has been prepared with the purpose of improving
conservation outcomes for the Woodvine Nature Reserve. It describes the reserve and its values
and provides strategies to protect the unique natural diversity and rich cultural values.
The purpose of the management statement is to detail:
•
•

how the values of the reserve will be protected and presented; and
how visitor activities will be managed.

It is intended to be a guide for the next ten years.
The plan is for the community, including family members associated with the property, special
interest groups, local residents, Natural Resources Management (NRM) network partners and Parks
and Wildlife Service staff. It is a record of agreed strategies, actions and considerations for
management, and provides guidelines on how visitors can use the reserve.

2.2.

General Details

Woodvine Nature Reserve is located near White Hills, north-east of the township of Forcett, about
45 kilometres east of Hobart, Tasmania, Australia. Road access is via White Hill Road, Forcett.
Woodvine Nature Reserve is zoned as “rural under the Sorell Planning Scheme 1993.
Gazetted Area:

377.00ha

Municipality:

Sorell

Central Plan Registry:

5424

IUCN Category:

Ia

Property Id.:

5940106

Title References:

205259/1, 135099/1135099/2 (road reserve) and 207903/1

2.3.

Reservation History

In 1998 Mr Herbert Ernest Shaw donated his property “Woodvine” to the Crown, on the condition
that it was to be made a reserve in order to protect the animals that lived there. Prior to
proclamation, the property had belonged to his family since it was first settled in 1861 and was
handed down to Mr Shaw on the death of his great-uncle, Edgar Long in 1977.
The farm income was derived primarily from wool and from the orchards grown in the vicinity of the
farm buildings. The land, unlike most of the surrounding properties, had relatively low levels of
clearing and very low grazing pressure.
Forestry plantations abut the reserve on the northern boundary and farmland has been cleared in
recent years to the west of the reserve. These lands are an important consideration for weed
management.
The natural values were found to be of such a high order that the creation of a nature reserve was
advised due to the significance of the natural values. On 25 June 2001, the Woodvine Nature
Reserve was proclaimed, appearing in the Tasmanian Government Gazette No. 20-203 on 4 July
2001. The Woodvine Nature Reserve was officially opened by the then Minister for Primary
Industries, Water and the Environment, The Hon. David Llewellyn on Thursday 19 July 2001.
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Map 1:

2.4.

Location of Woodvine Nature Reserve

Challenges and Expectations

Challenges
The reserve has a number of significant management challenges that have been identified by PWS
staff, neighbours and members of the extended Long and Shaw families.
•

Spanish heath (Erica lusitanica) poses the most serious threat to the reserve’s natural values. It is
widespread through much of the lower lying areas in the western part of the reserve in
particular. A volunteer group has formed to help control this weed and a weed management
plan has been developed. The group is focussing on reducing the spread of this weed by
removing it along tracks and waterways and in the vicinity of the farm buildings which is the
main focus for visitors to the reserve.

•

Security for the cultural items associated with the farm complex remains an on-going issue. Due
to the theft of some items most of the remaining significant items were removed to safe
storage. Building materials including rough-hewn timber slabs stored on site have also been
illegally taken.

•

The last moderate bushfire occurred more than 20 years ago resulting in the risk of an
uncontrolled fire being very high. The wooden buildings are susceptible to being destroyed by a
wildfire or through arson.

Expectations
Family members and the community would like to see the movable cultural items appropriately
stored and eventually accessible to the public.
The friends of group formed out of an expectation that the significant farm buildings will be
conserved and also that Spanish heath will be controlled.
3

3.

Reserve Management Framework

The reserve management framework includes legislation, strategic policies and processes that apply
across the state’s reserve system. Within this framework, specific provisions have been developed for
Woodvine Nature Reserve.

3.1.

Statement of Significance

Woodvine Nature Reserve is significant for conserving natural values, including plant species,
vegetation communities and native fauna as well as protecting a significant historic farm complex.
Two hundred species of plants, of which ten are endemic and three are of conservation significance,
have been recorded. Species include: the endemic forest heath (Epacris virgata), the yellow rice
flower (Pimelea flava subsp. flava) and the endemic smooth-glume restio (Chordifex monocephalum)
which is usually found in south-west Tasmania. This record represents the species’ most northerly
and easterly occurrence.
Threatened vegetation communities include Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and woodland on
sandstone, Eucalyptus ovata heathy woodland and freshwater aquatic sedgeland and rushland.
Themeda triandra lowland grassland and Eucalyptus ovata heathy woodland are nationally listed as
critically endangered. As yet, there is no sign of the root-rot fungus Phytophthora cinnamomi in the
reserve.
Woodvine Nature Reserve is important as a refuge for native animals from which dispersal occurs.
There are 45 species of birds recorded in the reserve with the wetland areas favouring the southern
emu wren and the beautiful firetail, which are locally significant. The reserve also provides important
habitat for the wedge-tailed eagle and the reserve provides suitable nesting habitat.
Woodvine Nature Reserve also has important cultural and historic significance as the complex of
farm buildings and associated historic artefacts provide important information about early farming life
in Tasmania. The complex of farm buildings was listed on the Tasmanian Heritage Register on 5 July
2006.

3.2.

Vision

Woodvine Nature Reserve will conserve unique and
diverse vegetation communities and species of
significance, retain elements of the most significant farm
buildings and inspire understanding, appreciation and
conservation of its rich natural and cultural values.

Photo 1: Eucalyptus amygdalina woodland
on sandstone
Lynne Sparrow
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3.3.

Legislation

Nature reserves are proclaimed under the Tasmanian Nature Conservation Act 2002 and are
protected and managed under the National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002. Threatened
plants and animals are protected under the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995. All items of
Aboriginal heritage in Tasmania are protected under the Aboriginal Relics Act 1975. Historic cultural
heritage is protected under the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995.
A ‘nature reserve’ is a category of reserve under the Tasmanian reserve system. A nature reserves
values, purposes and objectives are defined by the Nature Conservation Act 2002 the National
Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002:
Nature reserve values: Under the Nature Conservation Act 2002, a nature reserve is an area of land
that contains natural values that contribute to the natural biological diversity or geological diversity of
the area of land, or both, and are unique, important or have representative value.
Nature reserve purposes: The purpose of reservation of nature reserves, set out in the Nature
Conservation Act 2002, is the conservation of the natural biological diversity or geological diversity of
the area of land, or both, and the conservation of the natural values of that area of land that are
unique, important or have representative value.
Nature reserve objectives: A range of management objectives can apply to nature reserves.
However, not all objectives will apply in each case. The management objectives which apply to
nature reserves are prescribed in Schedule 1 of the National Parks and Reserves Management Act
2002.
Management objectives for the reserve are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

to conserve natural biological diversity;
to conserve geological diversity;
to preserve the quality of water and protect catchments;
to conserve sites or areas of cultural significance;
to encourage education based on the purposes of reservation and the natural or cultural values
of the nature reserve, or both;
to encourage research, particularly that which furthers the purposes of reservation;
to protect the nature reserve against, and rehabilitate the nature reserve following, adverse
impacts such as those of fire, introduced species, diseases and soil erosion on the nature
reserve's natural and cultural values and on assets within and adjacent to the nature reserve;
to encourage cooperative management programs with Aboriginal people in areas of significance
to them in a manner consistent with the purposes of reservation and the other management
objectives.

3.4.

Tasmanian Reserve Management Code of Practice 2003

The Tasmanian Reserve Management Code of Practice, 2003 specifies appropriate standards and
practices for new activities in reserves that are approved through project planning and assessment
processes. It also provides best practice operational standards. The General Principles and Basic
Approach specified in the Tasmanian Reserve Management Code of Practice 2003 have been
adopted in the development of this management statement and will be applied in the conduct of
operational management activities.
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3.5.

Key Desired Outcomes

Based on consideration of the reserve context, values and threats the following key desired
outcomes are identified for the reserve. The outcomes apply to future dates which are specified in
Appendix 5.
•

Native vegetation communities are in as good or better condition than in 2010.

•

Native species diversity is maintained or improved.

•

Illegal activities have ceased.

•

Weeds have decreased and the places and tracks where people go are weed-free.

•

Visitors, volunteers and neighbours are informed about what they can do where.

•

Historic cultural heritage is stabilised and protected.

Not all outcomes are evaluated to ascertain management effectiveness due to a limited allocation of
resources to undertake these monitoring actions.
See Appendix 5 for Key Desired Outcomes, Indicators and Effectiveness Monitoring.

3.6.

Management Zones

The management zoning system is applied primarily as a basis for planning and development control.
The zoning system which has been applied to Woodvine Nature Reserve was adopted from the
(unpublished) Draft General Management Plan (PWS 2009) for reserves across Tasmania.
Woodvine Nature Reserve is zoned for conservation with limited recreation permitted along
established tracks and in the vicinity of the farm complex. These zones indicate where activities and
uses can be considered and will need to be managed to minimise impacts on values. See Map 2
below.

Map 2 Zone designations
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Conservation Zone
This zone typically contains landscapes or land units managed for low levels of access, which are
substantially undisturbed or recovering and contain environmental and sometimes cultural heritage
values. It has values such as threatened ecosystems, Aboriginal sites, key habitat for threatened
species, and old-growth forest communities.
The aims of this zone are:
•
•
•

to retain a largely natural setting that provides an experience meeting the needs of a minority of
recreation users.
to conserve natural integrity and protect, maintain and monitor geodiversity and biodiversity.
to conserve cultural heritage values.

Table1

Conservation Zone Description (Source: PWS, 2009)

Values and Attributes

Indicative Development and Use

Predominantly those parts of
the reserve which are in a
largely natural state and
support high natural values.
Threatened fauna and flora
may be present.

High natural and cultural values are protected, enhanced and monitored.
Visitor activities are nature-based, ecologically sustainable and have minimal
impact on the natural setting. Provide for uses that are largely benign with
respect to reserve values.
Signs provided only where necessary to promote public safety.
Works limited to those required for existing infrastructure, in circumstances of
safety, for environmental or heritage protection or rehabilitation and for fire
management.
New development is not supported.
Special events will not be encouraged.
Motorised access is limited to management purposes.

Recreation Zone
The aim of this zone is to provide at a basic level, for walking and other low impact nature based
recreation opportunities in a way that conserves natural and cultural values.
This zone includes tracks for specifically for walking. Tracks identified for recreation will be marked
and maintained to ensure protection of the environment and the reasonable safety of users.
Concessions for low key recreation services including guided tour operations may be considered.
Concessions for accommodation will not be considered.
Public refuse collection facilities will not be provided.
Table 2

Recreation Zone (Source: PWS, 2009b)

Values and Attributes

Indicative Development and Use

Varied outdoor recreation use.
Conservation values associated
with poorly reserved
vegetation communities.
Aboriginal heritage values.
Historic heritage values.
Cleared or partially cleared
areas that are regenerating.

Low key recreational facilities and relatively high recreational use that does not
significantly impact on natural and cultural heritage values and the bushland
setting.
Any identified threatened flora and fauna species are protected and, where
possible, natural values are enhanced and/or rehabilitated.
Recreational activities are ecologically sustainable.
Visitors are provided with a range of outdoor recreation opportunities reliant
on a natural setting. Low key infrastructure may include safety, directional or
hazard signs, minimal interpretation infrastructure, fencing, walking and multiuse recreation tracks.
Works required in circumstances of safety, environmental or heritage
protection or rehabilitation and for fire management
Special events may be considered.
No motorised vehicles allowed, except management and authorised vehicles.
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3.7.

Overlays

The second tier of the zoning system consists of a series of management overlays designed to
provide further definition with regard to management intentions.
A Management Use overlay applies to the firebreaks and the tracks to allow for maintenance. A
Vegetation Management Overlay exists where the powerlines fly over the reserve to allow trimming
of vegetation under the powerlines. Licence for access to quarry

3.8.

Strategic Asset Management

The Reserve Standards Framework category (Poll, 2003) applied to the reserve is non-visitor/self
reliant. In accordance with this and the management objectives for nature reserves, no visitor facilities
are to be provided in the reserve though passive recreational activities are permitted and essential
information or infrastructure will be provided.
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4.
4.1.

Conservation of Natural Values
Climate Change

The climate of the region is sub-humid with a mean annual rainfall of approximately 500 mm, while
the mean daily maximum temperature is 17.4oC. These figures are based on data collected at the
Hobart airport, about 20 kilometres west of the reserve.
Climate change is now an accepted, inevitable consequence of global warming. Its long term effects
on biodiversity are yet to be determined although the early effects on vulnerable species have
recently been recorded.
Where species are at the extreme of their environmental range, they can act as indicators signalling
early change (like the canary in the coal mine). Woodvine Nature Reserve contains several such
biological indicators. The buttongrass and wetlands with sphagnum moss species found in the reserve
occur below the minimum rainfall levels for their expected range and this may provide a research
opportunity.
Climate change is a global issue and there are no specific management actions that could be
undertaken in the reserve that would halt or reduce the impact of this threat. Support for local, state
and national initiatives to combat climate change as part of an international effort is the best
response available to managers.

4.2.

Landform, Geodiversity and Soils

The geology of the Woodvine Nature Reserve largely comprises of Triassic sandstone, siltstone and
mudstone at lower altitudes with Jurassic dolerite on the slopes above the valley floor. The landscape
of this ‘fault structure province’ (Davies 1965) is shaped by faulting and subsequent dissection by
fluvial erosion. Basalt detritus is found along the eastern boundary from the saddle north of Mother
Browns Bonnet at least to the top of the first plateau, at 270m (Corbett, 2009).
Most of the reserve ranges from 170 metres to 250 metres in altitude. Although the slopes within
the reserve are gentle, the reserve is surrounded by prominent hills. Haytons Hill is located to the
north-west (elevation 320 m), the Ephraims Ridges to the north-east (elevation 320 m), Mother
Browns Bonnet to the south-east (elevation 410 m) and Flat Top Ridge (elevation 280 m) and
White Hills (elevation 280 m) to the south.
Part of the headwaters of Iron Creek and Carlton River are located within the reserve. Three of the
streams which run through the broad valley at the centre of the reserve join Woodbrook Creek to
the north-west of the reserve. Woodbrook Creek then flows into Wiggins Creek before joining Iron
Creek which flows into the Pitt Water (and Orielton Lagoon) Ramsar Site. Wombat Creek also
commences within the reserve and crosses the southern-most boundary to join Tanners Creek
which flows into the Carlton River. The Carlton River flows into Frederick Henry Bay.
There are nine wetland areas dominated by sword sedge and buttongrass. The geological origin of
these areas is unknown but is thought to be associated with the formation of Aeolian parallel dunes
during the Tertiary period (pers. comm. I. Household 2007).
The duplex soils found in the middle of the reserve have a sand to loamy sand A horizon over a
dark greyish brown to yellowish brown clay. These soils are considered to be highly prone to sheet,
rill and gully erosion.
The soils associated with the slopes of the dolerite hills that surround the reserve are typically duplex
clay loams over a stony light to medium yellowish-brown clay.
There is no evidence of erosion occurring in the reserve.
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Strategies and Actions
Minimise vehicle movement in the reserve and restrict such movement to essential activities only.
Investigate the geology of the wetland areas.
Monitor the tracks and other cleared sites around the buildings for erosion.

4.3.

Native Vegetation

Native vegetation covers about 85 per cent of Woodvine Nature Reserve with the remaining area
previously cleared for pasture with some sown with exotic pasture species.
The distribution of vegetation communities in Woodvine Nature Reserve is determined by the
geology. A marked change in understorey species is found at the boundary of the sand sheet and
dolerite near the eastern edge of the reserve. Peat soils, which has developed in depressions within
the sand sheet, support wetlands, buttongrass
moorland and fernfields.
Basalt (found near the reserve’s eastern boundary)
and dolerite both favour the development of grassy
forest on the dry ridges.
Much of the vegetation has been modified by highfrequency firing, which has resulted in extensive
invasion of native woodland by Pteridium
esculentum (bracken), particularly in areas underlain
by sand sheet.
In areas cleared for grazing the bracken cover is
dense, displacing most native understorey species.
Some areas of farmland and heavily disturbed native
forest have been colonised by the Spanish heath
(Erica lusitanica). All forest communities growing on
the sand sheet are considered to be in poor
condition.
Land closest to the farm buildings was originally
cleared for agriculture, but much of it is now being
colonised by either bracken or Spanish heath. The
Spanish heath also occurs as a dense swathe of
plants around 1m high at several locations including
in an abandoned paddock east of the road to the
quarry and in cleared paddocks near the house and
further to the east.

Buttongrass moorland and wetland backed by
Eucalyptus amygdalina forest
Lynne Sparrow

Elsewhere around the farm buildings, the Spanish heath is mixed with Leptospermum scoparium,
Banksia marginate, Acacia dealbata, and an impoverished grassy ground layer. Regeneration of
pasture to native species other than bracken is recognised in several areas. On the northern
boundary close to Quarry Road old paddocks have been overgrown with Acacia dealbata, with
Lomandra longifolia on the ground.

The reserve supports ten eucalypt-dominated communities as well as grassland, heathland, saline and
freshwater sedgeland communities and buttongrass moorland. The vegetation communities are listed
in Table 3. The vegetation community descriptions (below) are from Corbett, (2009) and Harris and
Kitchener (2005).
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Table 3

Vegetation communities of Woodvine Nature Reserve
TAS VEG
(1.0) code

Vegetation community

Eucalyptus pulchella forest and woodland

DPU

Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and woodland on sandstone

DAS

Eucalyptus amygdalina coastal forest and woodland

DAC

Eucalyptus obliqua forest over Leptospermum

WOL

Eucalyptus tenuiramis woodland on dolerite

DTD

Eucalyptus pulchella forest and woodland

DPU

Eucalyptus obliqua dry forest and woodland

DOB

Eucalyptus obliqua forest with broadleafed shrubs

WOB

Eucalyptus ovata heathy woodland

DOW

Eucalyptus amygdalina – E. obliqua damp sclerophyll forest

DSC

Lowland Themeda triandra grassland

GTL

Wetland saline sedgeland and rushland

ARS

Wet heathland

SHW

Freshwater aquatic sedgeland and rushland

ASF

Eastern buttongrass moorland

MBE

Leptospermum scrub

SLW

Agricultural land

FAG

Threatened community
status*

T

N, T

N

T

*Status of threatened communities T Listed as a threatened native vegetation community on Schedule 3A of the Nature

Conservation Act 2002, N Listed as critically endangered under the EPBC Act 1999.

The western and northern section of the Woodvine Nature Reserve includes the following
vegetation communities:
•

Eucalyptus amygdalina (black peppermint) forest and woodland on sandstone (TASVEG
code = DAS). *T Listed as a threatened community.

The black peppermint forest to the west of the quarry access road has a developed shrubby
understorey which includes a significant population of Pomaderris flava.
•

Eucalyptus amygdalina (black peppermint) coastal forest and woodland (TASVEG code =

DAC).

The healthy understorey may be dominated by bracken or native species such as tea tree
(Leptospermum scoparium), necklace sheoak (Allocasuarina monilifera) and bush pea (Aotus

ericoides).
•

Eucalyptus amygdalina – E. obliqua damp sclerophyll forest (TASVEG code = DSC).
This unit is likely to occur on sheltered dolerite slopes between Woodbrook Creek and
Ephraims Ridges.

•

Lowland Themeda triandra grassland (kangaroo grass) (TASVEG code = GTL). Considered
to be a *critically endangered community.
A small grassy ridge dominated by kangaroo grass with scattered Lomandra longifolia tussocks
and a ground layer of small herbs is located in the north-west of the property adjacent to the
quarry access road. The grassland is in good condition and is surrounded by grassy Eucalyptus
pulchella woodland
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•

Eucalyptus obliqua (brown stringybark) forest over Leptospermum (TASVEG code =
WOL).

This community may occupy the south-facing slope in the northwest corner of the reserve.
•

Eucalyptus tenuiramis woodland on dolerite (TASVEG code = DTD).
E. tenuiramis woodland forms a strip around the western slopes of Mother Browns Bonnet

between about 250-300m altitude. The ground is very rocky, with a few straggling shrubs plus

Lomandra longifolia, Poa labillardierei and Poa hookeri.
•

Eucalyptus globulus (Tasmanian blue gum)
This species is scattered through communities dominated by other species but is not found as a
discrete community

The south-eastern section of the reserve includes the following vegetation communities (From
Harris, S. and Kitchener, A. 2005):
•

Eucalyptus pulchella (white peppermint) forest and woodland (TASVEG code = DPU).
The highest dolerite ridges are occupied by grassy E. pulchella woodland with a sparse
understorey of Poa labillardierei, Poa hookeri and a few epacrids. E. globulus is present as a
subdominant canopy species.

•

Eucalyptus obliqua (brown stringybark) dry forest (TASVEG code = DOB).
Near the eastern end of the reserve, where the track rises from sandy flats onto higher ground,
there is a marked understorey change to a dolerite flora. Traces of sand sheet persist right to
the saddle on the eastern boundary, but for the most part clay soil dominates. E. obliqua forms
a nearly closed canopy over scattered Banksia marginata, Exocarpos cupressiformis and
Leptomeria drupacea, with an understorey which includes Hibbertia riparia, Lomatia tinctoria,

Pultenaea juniperina, P. daphnoides, Leptospermum scorpioides, Astroloma humifusum, Epacris
impressa, Acrotriche serrulata and Helichrysum scorpioides with Lomandra longifolia and some
Lepidosperma concavum. Further up the slope E. viminalis becomes a sub-dominant canopy
species. At the saddle, which appears to be underlain by basalt, E. obliqua forms a woodland
over grass (Poa labillardierei, P. hookeri) and Lomandra longifolia. Towards Ephraims Ridges
there may be very little understorey, with just a few orchids on nearly bare ground.

•

Eucalyptus obliqua forest with broadleaf shrubs (TASVEG code = WOB)
This community occupies sheltered slopes in the upper parts of the Woodbrook Creek
catchment. It has a tall shrubby understorey of Banksia marginata and Exocarpos cupressiformis
and also Acacia verticillata, Olearia viscosa, Cyathodes glauca, Lomatia tinctoria and Coprosma
nitida. Lamandra longifolia is common and there are areas of Lepidosperma laterale. There is a
transition between WOB and DOB and the distinction between the two depends on substrate,
shelter and water availability.

The middle of the reserve includes the following vegetation communities:
•

Eucalyptus ovata (swamp gum) heathy woodland (TASVEG code = DOW).
This community is associated with the valley floor to the north of the main Woodvine
residence. E. ovata occurs as small trees scattered over swampy areas, but also as large trees
over Leptospermum lanigerum or L. Scoparium/Acacia verticillata wet scrub. It is always
associated with damp areas on sandsheet, generally at the edges of swamps. E. nitans
plantations occur along most of the northern boundary of the reserve, in many cases occupying
what were swampy areas. The E.ovata close to that boundary appear to be remnants of what
were much more extensive stands to the north.
Listed as a *N critically endangered community and T threatened community.
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•

Wetland Saline sedgeland and rushland (TASVEG code = ARS)
These wetlands occur at low points in the sand sheet, usually occupying depressions which may
have their origins as deflation hollows. The wetlands are occupied almost exclusively by beds of

Lepidosperma longitudinale
•

Wet heathland (TASVEG code = SHW).
Found over an extensive area of the valley floor, this diverse heathland is dominated by bush
pea (Aotus ericoides) and swamp heath (Sprengelia incarnata). It shows no signs of the root rot
fungus Phytophthora cinnamomi.

•

Freshwater aquatic sedgeland and rushland (TASVEG code = ASF). *T Listed as a threatened
community.
The wetlands found in the reserve are atypical for the region. Dominated by sword sedge

(Lepidosperma longitudinale), they also support buttongrass (Gymnoschoenus spaerocephalus)
and a number of Sphagnum species, the occurrence of which is unusual at this low elevation
(170 metres). At time of survey wetlands are currently dry, as are the watercourses and this
may be part of a drying trend. Further observations are needed in the future.

•

Eastern buttongrass moorland (TASVEG code = MBE)
The buttongrass moors generally form part of a sequence, with buttongrass (Gymnoschoenus
sphaerocephalus) giving way down-slope to vegetation dominated by Gleichenia dicarpa or
Lepidosperma longitudinale and up-slope to Leptocarpus tenax.

•

Leptospermum scrub (TASVEG code = SLW)
Creeklines are marked by relatively dense thickets of Leptospermum lanigerum and

Lepidosperma species.

A survey conducted in October 1999 found over one hundred and eighty species of plants with
another 20 species added in 2009 when the reserve’s vegetation was remapped. Ten of these are
endemic and twenty-one introduced species. A number of species of conservation significance were
recorded. These include: the endemic forest heath (Epacris virgata), which is a member of a group of
threatened forest epacrid species and subject to a recovery plan (Keith 1998); yellow rice flower
(Pimelea flava subsp. flava) listed as a rare under the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 and
smooth-glume restio (Chordifex monocephalum). This endemic sedge is usually found in south-west
Tasmania. This record of the species represents it’s most northerly and easterly occurrence and is a
disjunction in the range of the species.
Although the reserve is relatively large in size (377 ha), it is increasingly becoming an isolated refuge
as surrounding properties are cleared for plantation, pasture and/ or subdivided into smaller holdings.
There is a Eucalyptus nitens plantation immediately to the north of the reserve and there is potential
for this species to hybridise with the Eucalyptus ovata trees found in the reserve. Hybrids are more
likely to occur in E. ovata communities up to 300 metres from E. nitens, although pollen from this
species can travel up to 1600 metres from a plantation (pers. comm. Robert Barber Uni of Tas,
2006).
The presence of the E. nitens potentially jeopardises the first objective of the Threatened Species
Protection Act 1995 i.e. “to ensure that all native flora and fauna in Tasmania can survive, flourish
and retain their potential for evolutionary development in the wild”.
Native vegetation continues across the reserve boundary, largely undisturbed, into private properties
to the south of the reserve. These properties, as a result of a recent subdivision, now have Council
planning conditions in place to retain this connectivity across the landscape. It is important that,
where possible, this connectivity is maintained. Reserve managers should endeavour to liaise with
neighbours who have areas of native vegetation on their properties, so that management of native
vegetation can be regionally integrated.
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Woodvine Nature Reserve was targeted by woodcutters in 2010. This activity, if it continues could
have a significant impact on the natural and cultural attributes of the reserve with access being gained
through the road to the quarry. The reserve remains vulnerable to these activities.
There are several trees of significance on the property including two large pine trees (Pinus radiata)
planted near the carriage sheds, one of which was burnt in 2008. Its ultimate survival remains
uncertain.
Only materials that are known to be free from pathogens, fungi or any other plant matter should be
brought into or moved around the reserve.
See Sections 6.1 Threat of P. cinnamomi and 6.2 Weed Management.

Desired Outcomes
Native vegetation communities are in as good or better condition than in 2010.
Native species diversity is maintained or improved.

Strategies and Actions
Protect areas of intact native vegetation communities from the spread of Spanish heath by
implementing the weed control measures in Section 6.2 (Weed Management) with threatened
vegetation communities being a high priority.
Conduct a prescribed burn in the heathland vegetation to maintain diversity.
Take into consideration the management guidelines of The Recovery Plan for Tasmanian Forest
Epacrids 1999-2004 (Keith, 1998) when developing burn plans for the reserve.
Implement other management guidelines of the forest Epacrid recovery plan.
In consultation with specialists, define further reserve-specific management guidelines for the
protection of populations of threatened species, priority habitat areas and species or communities of
significance.
Encourage visitors and staff to clean their footwear before visiting the reserve..
Identify individual trees of cultural/heritage significance and establishes guidelines for their protection
especially in relation to fire protection.
Include the reserve in a regional program of regular surveillance to prevent illegal firewood gathering.
For further information, strategies and actions on the management of vegetation, see Section 6.1
Threat of Phytophthora cinnamomi, Sections 6.2 Weed Management, 6.4 Fire Management 7.2
Information and Interpretation, 7.3 Involving the Community and 8.1 Access and Boundaries.
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Map 3

Vegetation communities of Woodvine Nature Reserve
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4.4.

Native Fauna

A small mammal survey conducted in June 2001 recorded eastern pygmy possum (Cercartetus
nanus), Tasmanian devil (Sarcophilus harrisii), common wombat (Vombatus ursinus tasmaniensis),
Bennett’s wallaby (Macropus rufogriseus), echidna (Tachyglossus aculeatus), brush-tailed possum
(Trichosurus vulpecula) and eastern quoll (Dasyurus viverrinus).
There are 45 species of birds recorded in the reserve with four introduced species. The wetland
areas favour the southern emu wren and the beautiful firetail, which are locally significant.
Stands and individual trees of Eucalyptus globulus and to a lesser extent E. ovata, are suitable for
swift parrot foraging and nesting.
The reserve’s landform and its distance from known nesting sites also favour possible occupation
sites for wedge-tailed eagles.
The swift parrot and the wedge-tailed eagle are listed as endangered under the Tasmanian
Threatened Species Protection Act 1995. Both species are subject to a recovery plan (Bell and
Mooney 1998, Swift Parrot Recovery Team 2001).

Ernie and one of his neighbours spoke of the spotted-tailed or tiger quoll (Dasyurus maculatus) as
being present at Woodvine.
Concern for the native animals that resided in the reserve was the main motivation behind the late
Mr Shaw’s donation of his land for reservation. Mr Shaw had watched the clearing of bushland on
neighbouring properties for exotic plantations and was concerned that following his death, the same
fate would fall upon his beloved Woodvine.
The continuum of native vegetation from the reserve onto neighbouring properties is important for
maintaining genetic exchange and for conserving a network of vegetation corridors across the
landscape. In the reserve itself, little direct management effort can be focussed on native fauna until
vegetated habitats are more secure and threats of weed invasion are abated. In the interim, surveys
to identify and monitor native species should be encouraged. This is an area where volunteer input
and involvement of tertiary institutions is particularly valuable.
It is not known if the devil population in the reserve has the Devil Facial Tumour Disease.
The application of 1080 in neighbouring properties could threaten fauna populations within the
reserve. The issue has been partially addressed by encouraging neighbouring land owners to use
alternative methods wherever possible (e.g. fencing and targeted shooting) or by limiting the use of
poison to a certain distance from the reserve’s boundaries.

Strategies and Actions
Take fauna habitat requirements into account, particularly for species such as southern emu wren
and the beautiful firetail finch when planning and undertaking fire management and weed
management.
Survey the reserve and surrounding forest for wedge-tailed eagle nest sites.
Encourage volunteer groups, students and others to conduct fauna surveys and undertake population
monitoring. Investigate opportunistic sightings to verify species identification.
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5.
5.1.

Conservation of Cultural Values
Aboriginal Heritage

The reserve lies within the land of the Oyster Bay Tribe. It is not certain but the Moomairremener
Band of the Pitt Water may have travelled to this area from the coast for wallabies and plant foods.
A formal survey of Aboriginal sites has not been undertaken in the reserve.

Strategies and Actions
Conduct a formal survey for Aboriginal sites within the reserve in consultation with the local
Aboriginal community.
Consult with the Tasmanian Aboriginal community about matters regarding the management of
Aboriginal heritage within the reserve.
Ensure that any Aboriginal sites and objects are protected and preserved in accordance with the

Aboriginal Relics Act 1975 or replacement legislation.

5.2.

European Heritage

History of Woodvine
Mr Ernie Shaw’s great grandparents Daniel Long and Elizabeth Tustin married in 1861 and moved to
the selection in 1862 and established a farm. They had 14 children there, 13 of whom lived to
adulthood. Daniel’s father (also a Daniel) had been the licensee of the Plough and Harrow, a hotel in
Sorell, from 1826.
Edgar Long, son of Daniel and
Elizabeth, lived on the property with
two of his sisters Mary and Ella who
together brought up his grand
nephew Ernie Shaw. The property
was handed down to Mr Shaw on the
death of Edgar Long in 1977.
In 1998 Mr Shaw donated the land to
the Crown so it could become a
nature reserve. The main cottage was
erected in 1902 and was Mr Shaw’s
home until 2003 when he left
Woodvine due to health issues. Mr
Shaw had a residential licence over
the property and was the only person
in Tasmania living in a nature reserve.

The Long family

A preliminary tape recording of the oral history of the
family and the establishment of the farm was prepared with Mr Shaw’s narratives. This requires
further interpretation and study. Mr Shaw died on 5 August 2005.

Historic Cultural Significance
The reserve has important cultural and historic significance as it provides a very good example of
traditional buildings built in isolated districts after the proclamation of the Waste Lands Act 1858.
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The complex of farm buildings including
three dwellings and a (collapsed)
blacksmith’s shop is highly evocative and
has the potential to yield a great deal of
information about the lives of early settlers.
The complex was permanently entered on
the Heritage Register by the Tasmanian
Heritage Council on 5 July 2006. Appendix
1 contains the Heritage Register Entry for
the farm complex at Woodvine.
The original house, constructed in 1861
from timber slabs and shingles remains
standing but is in extremely poor
condition.

Slab construction cottage

While many of the buildings display fine examples of bush carpentry and
innovation to extend the useful life of the buildings, some of the buildings cannot easily be repaired
as the timber footings and supporting poles are rotten or rotting. This has made stabilisation of these
buildings difficult and costly and as a result, several of the buildings have collapsed in recent years.
Other buildings have been partially and precariously stabilised and there is a substantial risk attached
to staff and visitors who may enter some of the buildings.
There are timber fences remaining throughout the reserve which demonstrate early construction
techniques.
About two kilometres east of the farmhouse stands an old chimney, the remains of a cottage
previously occupied by the paternal grand-parents of Max Walker, the former test cricketer. It is
possible that his father, Max Walker senior was born there. An accurate location is yet to be
determined.
While most of the portable cultural heritage items have been placed in safe storage including larger
items of farm machinery, some remain in the reserve. These items remain vulnerable to either
deliberate acts of theft or visitors who may on the spur of the moment collect items such as bottles
and metal objects.
While the profile of the reserve has
deliberately been kept low, it has become
the target of several thefts and break-ins in
recent times. Items taken include the anvil
and bellows from the blacksmith shop plus
an unknown number of tools, a chaff cutter,
motorised wood-cutting machine, a set of
small wooden cupboards and in August
2006, a wooden cart of considerable
historic value. The security of the remaining
artefacts and the buildings remains
unresolved and the theft of cultural material
difficult to assess and monitor.
An inventory and assessment of the portable items was completed in February 2006. This inventory
revealed an outstanding collection of personal effects and memorabilia from several generations of
the Long family who lived at the Woodvine property.
The appeal and strength of the collection lies with the depth of information it provides about one of
the State’s pioneering farming families; their longevity on the Woodvine property and within the
district; and their ‘make-do’ philosophy. The Long family appeared to have been deliberate collectors,
putting hand written notes with boxes stating the provenance of objects and grouping objects
together because of their social context.
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The family were self-sufficient and did not throw things out. There are many examples of pristine
magazines from the 1930s, postage stamps, intact Victorian puzzles, Weetbix collector cards, receipts
from local businesses, local provenance clothing, farming equipment and domestic artefacts. There is
also many photographs of the farm, family and Hobart as well as a large number of letters and cards.
Often gifts were not taken out of their packaging, cards were kept with their envelopes, and games
in their covers so that there is a high degree of completeness amongst the artefacts. These artefacts
can often be attributed to individual family members through obvious means (bundles of personal
correspondence) and known occupations (for example Mary Long was an avid sewer and Robbie
Long saw active war service).
The Archives Office of Tasmania is prepared to provide safe and secure accommodation for family
records like letters, photographs and postcards among others but this will split the collection. The
Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery have also expressed an interest in storing and conserving part of
the collection, in particular the local provenance clothing.
The extended family of the late Mr Ernie
Shaw have a strong interest in the
conservation of the collection and also in
the buildings. The Friends of Woodvine
group was established in 2008 with the aim
of stabilising the buildings and caring for the
site.
The Woodvine Nature Reserve also
contains trees of significance that need to
be assessed and listed under the Sorell
Planning Scheme. In particular, the two
large pine trees (Pinus radiata) near the
carriage sheds at the entrance to the
reserve thought to be planted on the burial
site of Don Pedro, Edgar’s stallion, are part
of the cultural landscape of the farm. One tree and the adjacent carriage shed were burnt in 2008 as
a result of a stolen vehicle being set on fire. Part of the tree at least is still alive and it will be assessed
to see if it can recover.
Ernie’s cottage and Pinus radiata trees

Desired Outcomes
Historic cultural heritage is stabilised and protected.
Visitors, volunteers and neighbours are informed about what they can do where.

Strategies and Actions
Consult and include the relatives of the late Mr Ernie Shaw and the Friends of Woodvine group in
decisions about future works to buildings and future management of historic items. These decisions
need to be guided by the PWS Heritage Officer.
Provide safe and secure storage for remaining historic items. Conserve significant historic items and
items that are most likely to deteriorate such as fabric.
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Consult with the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery,
the Archives Office of Tasmania and/or PWS Heritage
Officer about conservation of items and storage.
Record all historic sites to the accepted standard.
Record the history of the Woodvine property.
Prepare catch-up maintenance plans for the major
cultural assets to prioritise stabilisation and/or
maintenance works.
Stabilise significant historic farm buildings in accordance
with the catch-up maintenance plan. Seek funding for
the highest priority works.
Install a minimum of signs to better inform visitors
about the protection of cultural items and safety
aspects around the farm complex.
Support and encourage the Friends of Woodvine to
continue conserving the farm buildings.
Seek to establish partnerships with the Sorell Municipal
Council, clubs and special interest groups to support
the conservation of the cultural values of the reserve.
Locate and record the location of the remains of Max
Walker’s grand-parent’s cottage.
Include the reserve in a regional program of regular
surveillance to reduce theft of historic items.
Establish photo points of some key items to determine
if there has been disturbance or theft.
Early farm fences are still evident throughout the
reserve

Consider trialling the use of a farm camera or similar
surveillance device.
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6.
6.1.

Reserve Protection Programs
Threat of Phytophthora cinnamomi

Currently the reserve is thought to be free of Phytophthora cinnamomi. While the climatic
conditions of the reserve are at the lower end of those required for the spread of Phytophthora
cinnamomi, suitable soil conditions and the presence of susceptible heathland vegetation makes
infestation possible especially in the moist valley areas.
The potential for spreading Phytophthora through recreational activities (e.g. bushwalking) is known
to occur. As such, a precautionary approach may require access restrictions during the wetter
months of the year and/or to the wetter parts of the reserve.
Dry boot cleaning stations have been installed to prevent the spread of Spanish heath but would be
ineffective in preventing the introduction of Phytophthora. Signs are needed to raise awareness of
the risk and to help in the prevention of the disease entering the reserve.

Desired Outcomes
Native vegetation communities are in as good or better condition than in 2010.
Visitors, volunteers and neighbours are informed about what they can do where.

Strategies and actions
Confirm the presence or absence of Phytophthora cinnamomi in the reserve.
Use the Interim Phytophthora cinnamomi Management Guidelines and Washdown Guidelines (edn.
1) to develop and implement controls.
If confirmed, prepare and implement containment controls to restrict the movement of visitors and
management staff through infected areas.
Inform visitors about measures to prevent the spread of Phytophthora cinnamomi in the reserve
such as cleaning their footwear before coming to the reserve and/or entering the bushland areas of
the reserve.
If absent, prepare and implement P. cinnamomi exclusion controls to:
•

manage activities that have the potential to introduce P. cinnamomi such as weed and fire
management activities.

•

provide information to visitors and neighbours about the need for hygiene measures to control
the spread of Phytophthora within the reserve and to other locations.

•

promote awareness amongst PWS staff and the wider community of the potential for the
introduction and of Phytophthora the plant species that are susceptible to it and indicators of
its presence.

•

ensure vehicles, equipment and footwear are clean prior to entering the reserve, and

•

ensure that all material, such as rubble, gravel, sand, soil and water, and all plants, brought into
the reserve are free of Phytophthora cinnamomi.

Investigate allocating the Phytophthora Management Zone status to Woodvine Nature Reserve.
See Section 6.2 Weed Management, 6.4 Fire Management, Section 7 Providing for Visitors and the
Community 6 and Section 8.1 Access and Boundaries for strategies and actions relating to hygiene
measures and the provision of information to visitors and neighbours.
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6.2.

Weed Management

While much of the native vegetation communities are free of weeds, one of the key management
issues within the Woodvine Nature Reserve is the control of introduced plants on the previously
cleared land and tracks.
The cleared agricultural areas are heavily infested with Spanish heath (Erica lusticiana) and include
areas close to the quarry access road, around the Woodvine residence and in the south-east part of
the reserve. The risk of spread to unaffected areas is very high. This species has already spread into
some wet areas and along vehicle tracks (see Map 3 Distribution of Spanish heath in Woodvine
Nature Reserve).
Spanish heath has been declared under the Weed Management Act 1999. A weed management
plan has been prepared under the Act for the control of this species in the reserve. Volunteers and
PWS staff have mapped most of the infestations.
The key elements for the control of Spanish heath identified in the plan are:
•

thorough mapping of the distribution and density of Spanish heath within the reserve;

•

identification of priority control areas based on this mapping using the priority criteria below;

•

strategic control of high priority areas using best-practice techniques;

•

monitoring of un-infested areas, in particular tracks and moist areas, to prevent new infestations;
and

•

undertaking hygiene measures, to prevent further spread of Spanish heath seed (see below).

Brush down
station

Map 4

Distribution of Spanish heath in Woodvine Nature Reserve
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Two brush-down stations (hearth brushes chained to stumps with fencing to direct walkers) have
been placed adjacent to the track to the east of the farm complex (See Map 3) to encourage
walkers to brush loose soil off their boots. A sign is yet to be installed to explain the process.
The highest priority areas for control of Spanish heath are:
i.

beside and along walking and vehicular tracks, where seeds can be readily transported in soil
and mud;

ii.

intact native vegetation with very few Spanish heath plants;

iii.

native vegetation communities listed as threatened (see Table 3);

iv.

vulnerable landforms and vegetation such as wet or moist areas;

v.

higher ground from which seed can be dispersed by gravity and overland water-flow (where no
Spanish heath is growing on lower ground below).

Two pine weedlings along the main east-west fence line to the east of the residence have been
removed. The large pines near the carriage sheds will be retained as these are of historical
significance. One tree was burnt when a stolen car was dumped and set on fire in 2008.
A very heavy infestation of spear or Scotch thistle (Cirsium vulgare (Savi) Ten) occurs at the
northern boundary of the nature reserve on private property recently planted to eucalypt plantation.
The weed occurs in some areas that have been cleared within the reserve. The Spear thistle is not a
declared weed in Tasmania.
A small infestation of blackberry (Rubus sp.) is found near the farm buildings and should be
controlled before it expands and invades other areas.
Brief surveys have also identified twenty other species of introduced plants. Identification of other
possible declared weeds needs to be carried out.

Desired Outcomes
Native vegetation communities are in as good or better condition than in 2010.
Weeds have decreased and the places and tracks where people go are weed-free.
Visitors, volunteers and neighbours are informed about what they can do where.
See Appendix 6 Key Desired Outcomes, Indicators and Effectiveness Monitoring.

Strategies and Actions
Support and encourage the Friends of Woodvine to control Spanish heath and other priority weeds.
Update the weed management plan for the control of Spanish heath on an annual basis. Prioritise
the removal of outliers in areas of intact native vegetation especially where the communities are
listed as threatened (see Table 3).
Eradicate or control the patches of Spanish heath which meet the prioritisation criteria (i – iii) above.
Liaise with and encourage neighbours to control Spanish heath and other weeds on adjoining
properties, particularly where seed may be carried downhill into the reserve and continue to infest
the reserve.
Implement hygiene measures such as:
•

Educate visitors and staff about preventing the spread of Spanish heath in the reserve.

•

Encourage staff and visitors to clean footwear immediately after moving through areas infested
with Spanish heath.

•

Install an appropriate sign near the brush-down stations to explain their use

•

Staff should also carry a brush and use it to clean footwear before moving off-track, collecting
dirt in a bag.
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Regularly inspect areas that are free of weeds and areas that are prone to weed infestation such as
tracks and wet areas should to ensure that any new occurrence of the weed is controlled.
Investigate and trial the use of the mulching machine as first attack on the larger areas of Spanish
heath.
Liaise with Sorell Council about the removal of pine weedlings in the road reserve.
See Sections 6.1 Threat of Phytophthora cinnamomi, 6.4 Fire Management and 8.1 Access and
Boundaries.

6.3.

Introduced Animal Management

Non-native species such as feral cats, rabbits, farm animals and the European hare are present in the
reserve.
The impact of these species on the natural values has not been assessed but in the case of the feral
cats is likely to be high. At this stage, there are no plans to implement cat control measures however
that may change in the future.
Sheep and cattle have grazed on the reserve around the buildings by neighbour and close friend of
the late Mr Ernie Shaw. This arrangement which reduced the fuel loading on the cleared land has
now ceased. Livestock (cattle) from a neighbouring property has entered the reserve where fences
have collapsed. This may become more of an issue as existing boundary fences age and surrounding
land use is converted from native vegetation to uses such as grazing and/or plantation.
The Crown is not liable for the cost of fencing under the Boundary Fences Act 1908.

Desired outcomes
Visitors, volunteers and neighbours are informed about what they can do where.

Strategies and Actions
Observe the extent of introduced animal populations especially around the farm complex.
Provide information to neighbours about the threat that domestic and feral cats may potentially pose
to native animals in the reserve.
Liaise with neighbours about the boundary fences especially where livestock is likely to wander into
the reserve.
If and when pest animal control proves necessary, work cooperatively with the adjoining landowners,
relevant groups and volunteers.
Monitor rabbit warren establishment and control if necessary.

6.4.

Fire Management

A strategic fire management plan is being developed for the PWS Southern Region and will cover
the Woodvine Nature Reserve. This strategic plan will include a fire risk assessment and the
assignment of areas into fire management zones based on the risk assessment and reserve values.
Much of the vegetation has been modified by high-frequency firing in past decades resulting in
extensive invasion of the native woodland by Pteridium esculentum (bracken), particularly in areas
underlain by sand sheet.
The last moderate bushfire occurred more than 25 years ago and there have been no controlled
burns in recent years. Therefore, the risk of an uncontrolled fire is very high.
There is no specific fire management strategy for the reserve. A strategic fire management plan is
being developed for the PWS Southern Region and will cover the Woodvine Nature Reserve. This

24

strategic plan will include a fire risk assessment and the assignment of areas into fire management
zones based on the risk assessment and reserve values.
The timber farm buildings are particularly
vulnerable to being destroyed in the event of a
wildfire. They are located down-wind of
prevailing north-westerly winds and the
primary ignition source on neighbouring land.
Most years a 10 metre firebreak is maintained
around the buildings but this is not seen as
adequate for their protection. Former
paddocks have become over-grown with
bracken which hides fencing wire and other
material making the maintenance of adequate
firebreaks difficult.
The weed, Spanish heath spreads readily on to
disturbed ground. The use of fire may promote its spread. Fire management practices, including track
maintenance and slashing can also influence the growth and spread of weeds.
A rural subdivision has resulted in the properties being developed to the south of the reserve and
this may make the management of wildfire threats from the reserve more complex. Neighbours are
concerned about the fuel build-up in the reserve.
Fuel reduction burns may be used to reduce the risk of wildfire. The optimal ecological fire frequency
can vary greatly between different vegetation community types. Frequent cool-moderate fires are
needed to manage the grasslands. A too-low fire frequency can result in heathy understorey
becoming overgrown with scrub species. Heathland vegetation and vegetation to the north-west of
the farm complex is a priority for fire management.
There are timber fences remaining throughout the reserve which demonstrate early construction
techniques. These are vulnerable to being damaged or destroyed by fire.
Awareness of the reserve’s values within organisations that suppress fire could be improved.
Good vehicle hygiene when undertaking fire management operations is important for minimising the
risk of introducing Phytophthora cinnamomi to the reserve. In an urgent situation (such as a wildfire)
an effort should be made to inspect and remove mud from vehicles and equipment, before entering
the reserve.
Fire management may require some farm tracks to be re-opened. Ex-farm tracks are likely to be
used in the event of wildfire. It would be preferable to identify the most suitable tracks prior to such
an event.

Desired Outcomes
Native species diversity is maintained or improved.
Historic cultural heritage is stabilised and protected.
Native vegetation communities are in as good or better condition than in 2010.
Native species diversity is maintained or improved

Strategies and Actions
Implement the strategic plan as it applies to Woodvine Nature Reserve.
In assigning these areas into fire management zones, take into account:
•

the Prescribed Burning Guidelines for Woodvine Nature Reserve (see Appendix 2);

•

fauna habitat requirements, particularly for species such as southern emu wren and the beautiful
firetail finch when planning and undertaking fire management;
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•

the location of wetlands and creek lines to avoid burning these areas;

•

monitoring the effect of fire management practices on the condition of wetlands if affected by
fire (see Appendix 3);

•

capacity to undertake follow-up weed control work after burning areas infested by Spanish
heath;

•

the need to identify tracks which could be re-opened by slashing and used for boundaries of
planned burns;

•

hygiene measures to reduce the spread of Spanish heath through the reserve (i.e. areas infested
by Spanish heath must be identified so that slashing commences in weed-free parts of the
reserve before slashing infested areas); and

•

hygiene measures to prevent new incursions of weeds and plant disease.

Take into account values, weed distribution and hygiene measures when planning for and
undertaking fire management activities.
Maintain an adequate fire break around the house and buildings. This is best done by slashing the
cleared areas to the north of the buildings on an annual basis.
Fence wire and other obstacles should be cleared from these areas to improve the efficiency and
safety of slashing the cleared areas. Before doing this, remaining heritage items and the historic
landscape features (such as fence lines) should considered and retained where possible.
Liaise with the local Tasmanian Fire Service about access to the reserve and fire tracks in the event
of a wildfire.
See Sections 6.1 Threat of Phytophthora cinnamomi, 6.2 Weed Management and 8.1 Access and
Boundaries
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7.

Providing for Visitors and the Community

7.1.

Visitor Use

Visitor numbers to the Woodvine Nature Reserve are currently low with numbers thought to be
only a few per week. The majority of visitors come to view the historic items and buildings or to
undertake nature-based activities such as bird watching or wild flower photography. Relatives and
friends of the late Mr Shaw are amongst the regular visitors to the reserve.
Preliminary management activities have opened communication pathways with the general public
and some stakeholders. However, a formal communication plan needs to be prepared in order to
present the conservation values of the reserve and to facilitate the implementation of the
management activities.

Visitor Experience Statement
Visitors arriving at the Woodvine Nature Reserve are initially intrigued by the isolation and history of
the farm buildings. After entering the reserve they become aware of the reserve’s broader
conservation purpose. They may then choose to undertake a mildly challenging walk to more natural
parts of the reserve where they will be able to experience the beauty of the surrounding bush.

Desired Outcomes
Visitors, volunteers and neighbours are informed about what they can do where.

Strategies and Actions
Provide opportunities for passive recreational activities that do not adversely affect the conservation
values of the reserve.
Identify those tracks and walk destinations that are least likely to result in the spread of Spanish heath
through the reserve.
Consider and assess the suitability of constructing a circuit walking track utilising where-ever possible
the location of former farm tracks. One such possibility is the tracks to the east of the farm complex.
Prepare and implement a communication plan to further the objectives of this statement.
See Appendix 6 Key Desired Outcomes, Indicators and Effectiveness Monitoring.
See Sections 6.2 Weed Management, 7.2 Information and Interpretation, 7.3 Involving the
Community and 8.1 Access and Boundaries.

7.2.

Information and Interpretation

There is only basic visitor information provided. The design and construction of signs should comply
with signs manuals and policies of Parks and Wildlife Service.

Desired Outcomes
Visitors, volunteers and neighbours are informed about what they can do where.
Illegal activities have ceased.

Strategies and Actions
Develop and implement an information and interpretation strategy for the reserve. Themes which
could be considered include:
•

the generations who have lived there and their continuous family connection with the place;

•

the place being a time capsule of farming history;
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•

the reserve becoming an island surrounded by agricultural land;

•

enjoying the reserve and what it offers; and

•

protecting the reserves values, especially minimal impact practices in relation to weeds and plant
diseases.

Locate the majority of information near the main reserve entrance although it may be appropriate to
place some small information signs elsewhere (e.g. for the brush-down station).
Regulatory signs about prohibited activities (especially in relation to camping, fire, dogs, horses) and
safety hazards should be provided and maintained.

7.3.

Involving the Community

The development of partnership arrangements would benefit and improve natural and cultural values
of the reserve and assist in the implementation of this plan.
Partnership arrangements require the development of working relationships with Government
agencies, local council, neighbours and the community. In the case of Woodvine, a working
relationship has also developed with relatives of the late Mr Ernie Shaw.
A Friends of Group was established in late 2008 with the aim of implementing the Weed
Management Plan, Catch-up Maintenance Plan and assist with other aspects of reserve management.
The subdivision of neighbouring land opposite the Woodvine house could have both negative and
positive impacts on the reserve. Negative impacts include removal of cultural artefacts, increased fire
frequency, rubbish, garden escapees, collection of firewood, illegal use of vehicles and domestic
animals (horses, cats and dogs) entering the reserve. On the other hand, neighbours could also
provide surveillance for the reserve and its cultural heritage assets.

Desired Outcome
Visitors, volunteers and neighbours are informed about what they can do where.

Strategies and Actions
Partner with the Friends of Woodvine, broader community and relatives of Ernie Shaw to implement
this plan.
Develop partnership agreements with the Friends of Woodvine and/or other groups/organisations
involved with the ongoing management of the reserve to ensure clarity in roles and responsibilities.
Prepare and implement a communication plan to inform neighbours, stakeholders and the local
community about the reserve, including information about:
•

natural and cultural values;

•

the potential impact of domestic animals, weed species and Phytophthora;

•

activities permitted in the reserve; and

•

opportunities to assist with protecting the reserve.

Information should be provided via local events, local media, visiting neighbours and mail-outs where
appropriate.
Establish an on-site visitor register to assist in monitoring visitation levels and gaining some
knowledge about use of the reserve.
Liaise with neighbours who have areas of native vegetation on their properties, so that native
vegetation can be managed sustainably across the wider landscape.
See Section 6.3 Introduced Animal Management.
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7.4.

Research

Research enables inventories of the conservation values of the reserve (cultural and natural) to be
compiled and updated.
Research can enhance the management information base.
Scientific research opportunities that have been identified include:
•

formal survey for aboriginal sites;

•

flora and fauna inventories;

•

ecological studies, including monitoring the effects of climate change; and

•

assessment and inventory of cultural and heritage values.

Desired Outcome
Visitors, volunteers and neighbours are informed about what they can do where.
Native species diversity is maintained or improved.

Strategies and Actions
Permit only that research which is likely to achieve improved conservation outcomes for the reserve
and will not permanently adversely impact on the reserve’s values. For example, research activities
that involve substantial ground breaking (such as blading) or are of a general nature will not be
considered.
Engage in research and monitoring to fill knowledge gaps for ecological and management issues of
threatened species or species of significance in the reserve.
Prepare guidelines for the conduct of research activities in the reserve. The guidelines should include
information about:
•

will prevent the spread of weeds or plant diseases (timing and location);

•

the conduct (non-motorised, not involve ground breaking)

•

activities which may be considered (e.g. surveys of flora and fauna and recording and/or
monitoring biodiversity, geodiversity and heritage items and buildings).

•

where to obtain authorities or permits for the collection of samples;

•

•

current legislation which applies to scientific research involving wildlife and cultural heritage (i.e.

Nature Conservation Act 2002, Threatened Species Protection Act 1995, Historic Cultural
Heritage Act 1995 and/or Aboriginal Relics Act 1975); and
reporting conditions.
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8.
8.1.

Management Infrastructure
Access and Boundaries

There are a number of points where vehicles could enter the reserve from roads. These include
locations along the road to a quarry just north of the reserve and from neighbouring properties.
There is a locked gate at the main entrance which has been breached on a number of occasions.
There is a surveyed road reserve which enables access to the quarry located on a neighbour’s
property. This road reserve is also part of the reserve and has a separate title reference number and
survey plan. The quarry operator and northern landowners retain an interest in using the road. The
road is normally locked after hours.
A less obvious entrance on the White Hills Road near the small cottage/barn complex was fenced by
a Green Corps Team which worked on the site in 2008.
There are a number of other access points from adjoining properties. While existing tracks and roads
are not regularly used for management purposes the use of the tracks for weed control may increase
in the short term as the Spanish heath is controlled.
Plant disease and weed hygiene practices should be employed both before and after personnel or
vehicles enter the reserve in order to prevent the spread of weeds and plant diseases.
Fire management may require some farm tracks to be re-opened. Ex-farm tracks are likely to be
used in the event of wildfire. It would be preferable to identify the most suitable tracks prior to such
an event.
In an urgent situation (such as a wildfire) an effort should be made to inspect and remove mud from
vehicles and equipment, before entering the reserve.
While there is little evidence of erosion occurring, use of the tracks for management purposes has
the most potential to initiate erosion in the reserve and be the main vector for the spread of weeds
and in particular Spanish heath.
The boundary fencing is in average to poor condition with repairs needed in many locations. The
Crown is not responsible for boundary fencing. The fence along White Hills Road was replaced with
a fence similar in character to the original in order to retain the character of the site.

Desired Outcome
Visitors, volunteers and neighbours are informed about what they can do where.
Illegal activities have ceased.
Weeds have decreased and the places and tracks where people go are weed-free.

Strategies and Actions
Vehicle access (including for management purposes) needs to be minimised to reduce the spread of
weeds in the reserve.
All vehicle use beyond the farm complex will be restricted to essential management activities which
benefit conservation outcomes, or where required for fire management purposes.
Vehicles should be inspected and cleaned of mud prior to entering the reserve to prevent new
incursions.
Authorised vehicles are permitted in the immediate area around the farm buildings where this
facilitates management activities at the farm complex or for activities or events of a more general
nature (e.g. field days, working bees) in the wider reserve.
The use of vehicles in the reserve under wet soil conditions should be avoided as this causes rutting
and accelerated erosion of the sandy soils.
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Identify those tracks which can be slashed and re-opened for fire management purposes.
Liaise with the local Tasmanian Fire Service about access to the reserve and fire tracks in the event
of a wildfire.
Liaise with neighbours about locking or permanently closing vehicle access points into the reserve.
The access points should be monitored for unauthorised access and closed where necessary and it is
possible.
Liaise with neighbours about repair of fences where necessary.
Arrange for an access licence to be issued for the road to the quarry. Licence conditions should
address weed management, gating arrangements, dust control, if required and road maintenance.
Monitor tracks for erosion condition, the presence of Spanish heath and other weeds and vegetation
susceptibility to Phytophthora cinnamomi.
Where erosion is found, then construction of water bars or similar should be considered.
See Sections 6.1 Threat of Phytophthora cinnamomi, 6.2 Weed Management and 6.4 Fire
Management,
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9.

Effectiveness Monitoring

This plan aims to direct improvements in how the reserve is managed, used and enjoyed.
The two main concerns at the Woodvine Nature Reserve are the on-going spread of Spanish heath
which remains the single biggest threat to the reserve’s biodiversity and the theft of cultural material
from the site together with damage to buildings as a result of break-ins.
PWS is committed to a system of adaptive management (Jones,2005) to address issues. Preparing a
plan is one step in a cyclic process of good reserve management. The system is intended to be
simple and flexible. It is focused on achieving results.

The adaptive management cycle (Source: Jones, 2005)

A key ingredient to this management is monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the plan.
For this, two reviews are committed at five and 10 year intervals. The stating of clear measurable
performance indicators to address the main concerns provides the community and partners with an
easy method of holding PWS to account.

Review
The management statement is to have an interim evaluation after five years. This evaluation will be a
check on the performance indicators by collating relevant data, reviewing progress and making
recommendations as appropriate for any adjustments in management. These performance indicators
are found in Appendix 1. An informal public feedback process may also be run at this time. The
management statement will be fully reviewed in 10 years time. The management statement has not
been written to work beyond 10 years without a thorough review and evaluation of its effectiveness
and the currency of its objectives and vision. This review will require full public consultation and
engagement.

Strategies and Actions
Implement the monitoring actions as described in Appendix 5 (Key Desired Outcomes, Indicators
and Effectiveness Monitoring) of the management statement.

32

10.

References

Bell, P.J and Mooney, N.J. 1998, The Wedge-tailed Eagle Recovery Plan: 1998-2003, Department of
Primary Industries, Water & Environment, Hobart.
Corbett, S. 2009, Woodvine Nature Reserve – Vegetation Report Internal Report Department of
Primary Industries, Water and Environment, Hobart.
Department of Primary Industries and Water, GTSpot database.
Harris, S. and Kitchener, A. 2005, From Forest to Fjaeldmark, Descriptions of Tasmania’s Vegetation,
Printing Authority of Tasmania, Hobart.
Keith, D.A. 1998. Recovery Plan. Tasmanian Forest Epacrids. 1999-2004. Parks and Wildlife Service,
Hobart.
Swift Parrot Recovery Team. 2001, Swift Parrot Recovery Plan. Department of Primary Industries,
Water and Environment, Hobart.
Parks and Wildlife Service 2009a, Draft General Management Plan, unpublished internal report, Dept
Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment, Hobart.
Parks and Wildlife Service, Forestry Tasmania and Department of Primary Industries, Water &
Environment 2003, Tasmanian Reserve Management Code of Practice, Department of Tourism,
Parks, Heritage and the Arts, Hobart.
Pers. comm. Dr. R. Barbour School of Plant Science and CRC for Forestry University of Tasmania
November 2006
Pers. comm.. Ian Household, Geomorphologist, Department of Primary Industries, Water and
Environment, Hobart.
Poll, M. 2003, Reserve Standards Framework Parks and Wildlife Service, Hobart.

33

Appendix 1: Vascular Plant List for Woodvine Nature Reserve
1: The distribution of taxa is indicated in column one.
Where no entry is made the species is a taxon native to Tasmania.
e = endemic species, a native species restricted to Tasmania
i = introduced weed species
t= species whose distribution within Australia is restricted to Tasmania
? indicates that the plant was not identified to species level and it’s distribution is therefore not
known
r=listed as rare under the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act (1995)
v= listed as vulnerable under the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act (1995)
EN= listed as endangered under the Environment Protection Biodiversity Conservation Act
(1999)
1

Species name and authority

Gymnospermae (conifers)
i
Pinus radiata D.Don
Angiospermae (flowering plants)
Dicotyledonae (trees, shrubs and forbs)
Acacia dealbata Link
Acacia gunnii Benth.
Acacia genistifolia Link
Acacia melanoxylon R.Br.
Acacia stricta (Andrews) Willd.
Acacia verticillata (L'Hér.) Willd. subsp.

e

verticillata
Acaena echinata Nees
Acaena novae-zelandiae Kirk
Acrotriche serrulata R.Br.
Allocasuarina monilifera (L.A.S.Johnson)

L.A.S.Johnson

i
i
i

PINACEAE

radiata pine

MIMOSACEAE
MIMOSACEAE
MIMOSACEAE
MIMOSACEAE
MIMOSACEAE
MIMOSACEAE

silver wattle
ploughshare wattle
spreading wattle
blackwood
hop wattle

ROSACEAE
ROSACEAE
EPACRIDACEAE
CASUARINACEAE
CASUARINACEAE
FABACEAE

Amperea xiphoclada (Sieber ex Spreng.)
Druce var. xiphoclada
Anagallis arvensis L.
Aotus ericoides (Vent.) G.Don
Arctotheca calendula (L.) Levyns
Argentipallium dealbatum (Labill.) Paul

EUPHORBIACEAE

Astroloma humifusum (Cav.) R.Br.
Banksia marginata Cav.
Bauera rubioides Andrews
Boronia parviflora Sm.
Bossiaea cinerea R.Br.
Bossiaea prostrata R.Br.
Brachyloma ciliatum (R.Br.) Benth.
Brachyscome decipiens Hook.f.
Bursaria spinosa Cav. subsp. spinosa
Callistemon viridiflorus (Sims) Sweet
Cassinia aculeata (Labill.) R.Br.
Cassytha glabella R.Br.
Cassytha pubescens R.Br.
Centaurium erythraea Rafn
Centella cordifolia (Hook.f.) Nannf.
Cerastium glomeratum Thuill.
Chrysocephalum apiculatum
Cirsium vulgare (Savi) Ten.
Clematis clitorioides DC.
Comesperma volubile Labill.
Coprosma quadrifida (Labill.) B.L.Rob.

EPACRIDACEAE
PROTEACEAE
CUNONIACEAE
RUTACEAE
FABACEAE
FABACEAE
EPACRIDACEAE
ASTERACEAE
PITTOSPORACEAE
MYRTACEAE
ASTERACEAE
LAURACEAE
LAURACEAE
GENTIANACEAE
APIACEAE
CARYOPHYLLACEAE
ASTERACEAE
ASTERACEAE
RANUNCULACEAE
POLYGALACEAE
RUBIACEAE

G.Wilson

e

Common name

Allocasuarina verticillata (Lam.) L.A.S.Johnson
Almaleea subumbellata (Hook.) Crisp &
P.Weston

i

Family

PRIMULACEAE
FABACEAE
ASTERACEAE
ASTERACEAE
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prickly moses
sheepsburr
common buzzy
ants delight
necklace sheoak
drooping sheoak
wiry bushpea
broom spurge
scarlet pimpernel
golden pea
capeweed
white everlasting
native cranberry
silver banksia
wiry bauera
swamp boronia
showy bossia
creeping bossia
fringed heath
field daisy
prickly box
prickly bottlebrush
dollybush
slender dodderlaurel
downy dodderlaurel
common centaury
swampwort
sticky mouse-ear
common everlasting
spear thistle
pleasant clematis
blue lovecreeper
native currant

e

Coronidium scorpioides
Cotula australis
Craspedia glauca (Labill.) Spreng. var glauca
Crassula sieberiana(Schult. & Schult.f.) Druce
Cyathodes glauca Labill.
Cynoglossum suaveolens R.Br.
Daviesia ulicifolia Andrews subsp. ulicifolia
Dichondra repens J.R.Forst. & G.Forst.
Dillwynia glaberrima Sm.
Drosera binata Labill.
Drosera peltata Thunb. subsp. auriculata

ASTERACEAE
ASTERACEAE
ASTERACEAE
CRASSULACEAE
EPACRIDACEAE
BORAGINACEAE
FABACEAE
CONVOLVULACEAE
FABACEAE
DROSERACEAE
DROSERACEAE

Drosera pygmaea DC.
Epacris impressa Labill.
Epacris lanuginosa Labill.
Epacris tasmanica W.M.Curtis
Epacris virgata Hook.f. (Kettering)

DROSERACEAE
EPACRIDACEAE
EPACRIDACEAE
EPACRIDACEAE
EPACRIDACEAE

Epilobium sp.
Erica lusitanica Rudolphi
Erigeron pappocromus Labill.
Eucalyptus amygdalina Labill.
Eucalyptus globulus Labill. subsp. globulus
Eucalyptus obliqua L'Hér.
Eucalyptus ovata Labill. var. ovata
Eucalyptus pulchella Desf.
Eucalyptus tenuiramis Miq.
Eucalyptus viminalis Labill. subsp. viminalis
Euchiton collinus Cass.
Euryomyrtus ramosissima (A.Cunn.) Trudgen
Exocarpos cupressiformis Labill.
Galium sp.
Geranium solanderi Carolin
Gonocarpus micranthus Thunb. subsp.
micranthus
Gonocarpus tetragynus Labill.
Gonocarpus teucrioides DC.
Goodenia lanata R.Br.
Goodenia ovata Sm.
Hakea teretifolia (Salisb.) Britten (Endl.)
R.M.Barker subsp. hirsuta
Hibbertia procumbens (Labill.) DC.
Hibbertia prostrata Hook.
Hibbertia riparia (R.Br. ex DC.) Hoogland
Hovea heterophylla A.Cunn. ex Hook.f.
Hydrocotyle hirta R.Br. ex A.Rich.
Hypericum gramineum G.Forst.
Hypericum japonicum Thunb.
Hypochoeris glabra L.
Hypochoeris radicata L.
Indigofera australis Willd.
Isotoma fluviatilis (R.Br.) F.Muell. ex
Benth.subsp. australis McComb
Kennedia prostrata R.Br.
Lagenophora stipitata (Labill.) Druce
Leontodon taraxacoides (Vill.) Mérat subsp.
taraxacoides
Leptecophylla divaricata (Hook.f.)

ONAGRACEAE
ERICACEAE
ASTERACEAE
MYRTACEAE
MYRTACEAE
MYRTACEAE
MYRTACEAE
MYRTACEAE
MYRTACEAE
MYRTACEAE
ASTERACEAE
MYRTACEAE
SANTALACEAE
RUBIACEAE
GERANIACEAE
HALORAGACEAE

Leptomeria drupacea (Labill.) Druce
Leptorhynchos squamatus (Labill.) Less.
subsp. squamatus
Leptospermum lanigerum (Aiton) Sm.
Leptospermum scoparium var. scoparium

SANTALACEAE
ASTERACEAE

Leucopogon collinus (Labill.) R.Br.

EPACRIDACEAE

(Backh. ex Planch.) Conn

e, v,
EN
?
i
e

e
e

?

i
i

i
e

C.M.Weiller

J.R.Forst. & G.Forst.

HALORAGACEAE
HALORAGACEAE
GOODENIACEAE
GOODENIACEAE
PROTEACEAE
DILLENIACEAE
DILLENIACEAE
DILLENIACEAE
FABACEAE
APIACEAE
CLUSIACEAE
CLUSIACEAE
ASTERACEAE
ASTERACEAE
FABACEAE
CAMPANULACEAE
FABACEAE
ASTERACEAE
ASTERACEAE

curling everlasting
southern buttons
common billybuttons
rock stonecrop
purple cheeseberry
sweet houndstongue
yellow spiky bitterpea
kidneyweed
smooth parrotpea
forked sundew
tall sundew
dwarf sundew
common heath
swamp heath
eastern heath
pretty heath
willowherb
spanish heath
violet mountaindaisy
black peppermint
tasmanian blue gum
stringybark
black gum
white peppermint
silver peppermint
white gum
common cottonleaf
rosy heathmyrtle
common native-cherry
bedstraw
southern cranesbill
creeping raspwort
common raspwort
forest raspwort
trailing native-primrose
hop native-primrose
dagger needlebush
spreading guineaflower
prostrate guineaflower
erect guineaflower
winter purplepea
hairy pennywort
small st johns-wort
matted st johns-wort
smooth catsear
rough catsear
native indigo
swamp stars
running postman
blue bottledaisy
hairy hawkbit

EPACRIDACEAE

MYRTACEAE
MYRTACEAE
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spreading pinkberry
erect currantbush
scaly buttons
woolly teatree
common teatree
white beardheath

it

Leucopogon ericoides (Sm.) R.Br.
Leucopogon virgatus (Labill.) R.Br.
Linum catharticum L.
Lissanthe strigosa (Sm.) R.Br. subsp. subulata

EPACRIDACEAE
EPACRIDACEAE
LINACEAE
EPACRIDACEAE

Lomatia tinctoria (Labill.) R.Br.
Mitrasacme pilosa Labill. subsp. pilosa
Myosotis discolor Pers.
Notelaea ligustrina Vent.
Olearia floribunda (Hook.f.) Benth.
Olearia lirata (Sims) Hutch.
Olearia viscosa (Labill.) Benth
Oxalis perennans Haw.
Oxylobium ellipticum (Vent.) R.Br.
Pimelea flava R.Br. subsp. flava
Pimelea humilis R.Br.
Pimelea ligustrina Labill. subsp. ligustrina
Pimelea linifolia Sm. subsp. linifolia
Plantago coronopus L.

PROTEACEAE
LOGANIACEAE
BORAGINACEAE
OLEACEAE
ASTERACEAE
ASTERACEAE
ASTERACEAE
OXALIDACEAE
FABACEAE
THYMELAEACEAE
THYMELAEACEAE
THYMELAEACEAE
THYMELAEACEAE
PLANTAGINACEAE

Plantago lanceolata L.
Plantago varia R.Br.
Pomaderris apetala Labill. subsp. apetala
Pomaderris elliptica Labill.
Poranthera microphylla Brongn.
Pratia pedunculata (R.Br.) Benth.
Prunella vulgaris L.
Pultenaea juniperina Labill.
Pultenaea stricta Sims
Ranunculus lappaceus Sm.
Ranunculus sp.
Scleranthus biflorus (J.R.Forst. & G.Forst.)

PLANTAGINACEAE
PLANTAGINACEAE
RHAMNACEAE
RHAMNACEAE
EUPHORBIACEAE
CAMPANULACEAE
LAMIACEAE
FABACEAE
FABACEAE
RANUNCULACEAE
RANUNCULACEAE
CARYOPHYLLACEAE

Sebaea ovata (Labill.) R.Br.
Senecio minimus Poir.
Solenogyne gunnii (Hook.f.) Cabrera
Sonchus oleraceus L.
Sphaerolobium minus Labill.
Sprengelia incarnata Sm.
Stackhousia monogyna Labill.
Stylidium graminifolium Sw. ex Willd.
Styphelia adscendens R.Br.
Taraxacum officinale Weber ex F.H.Wigg.
Tetratheca labillardierei Joy Thomps.
Tetratheca pilosa Labill. subsp. pilosa
Veronica gracilis R.Br.
Veronica persica Poir.
Viola hederacea Labill. subsp. hederacea
Wahlenbergia gracilenta Lothian
Xanthosia dissecta Hook.f.

GENTIANACEAE
ASTERACEAE
ASTERACEAE
ASTERACEAE
FABACEAE
EPACRIDACEAE
STACKHOUSIACEAE
STYLIDIACEAE
EPACRIDACEAE
ASTERACEAE
TREMANDRACEAE
TREMANDRACEAE
SCROPHULARIACEAE
SCROPHULARIACEAE
VIOLACEAE
CAMPANULACEAE
APIACEAE

(R.Br.) J.M.Powell

e
i

r

i
i

i

?

Hook.f.

i

i

i

Angiospermae (flowering plants)
Monocotyledonae (grasses, graminoids and other monocots)
Acianthus caudatus R.Br.
ORCHIDACEAE
i
Agrostis sp.
POACEAE
Aira caryophyllea L.
POACEAE
i
Anthoxanthum odoratum L.
POACEAE
Arthropodium milleflorum (DC.) J.F.Macbr.
LILIACEAE
Austrodanthonia sp.
POACEAE
Austrofestuca hookeriana (F.Muell. ex
POACEAE
Hook.f.) S.W.L.Jacobs
Austrostipa aphylla (Rodway) S.W.L.Jacobs & POACEAE
e
J.Everett
Baloskion australe (R.Br.) B.G.Briggs &
RESTIONACEAE
L.A.S.Johnson
Baumea acuta (Labill.) Palla
CYPERACEAE
Baumea tetragona (Labill.) S.T.Blake
CYPERACEAE

36

pink beardheath
common beard-heath
white flax
peachberry heath
guitarplant
hairy mitrewort
changing forgetmenot
native olive
flowery daisybush
forest daisybush
viscid daisybush
grassland woodsorrel
golden shaggypea
yellow riceflower
dwarf riceflower
tall riceflower
slender riceflower
plantain or buck's horn
plantain
ribwort plantain
variable plantain
common dogwood
yellow dogwood
small poranthera
matted pratia
selfheal
prickly beauty
rigid bushpea
woodland buttercup
buttercup
twinflower knawel
yellow sebaea
shrubby fireweed
hairy flat-herb
common sowthistle
eastern globepea
pink swampheath
forest candles
narrowleaf triggerplant
golden heath
common dandelion
glandular pinkbells
hairy pinkbells
slender speedwell
persian speedwell
ivyleaf violet
annual bluebell
cutleaf crossherb
mayfly orchid
blowngrass/bent
silvery hairgrass
sweet vernalgrass
pale vanilla-lily
wallabygrass
swamp fescue
leafless speargrass
southern cordrush
pale twigsedge
square twigsedge

e

Caladenia sp.
Calorophus elongatus Labill.
Carex appressa R.Br. var. virgata (Boott) Kük.
Carex breviculmis R.Br.
Chordifex monocephalus (R.Br.) B.G.Briggs
Corybas sp.
Cyrtostylis reniformis R.Br.
Deyeuxia quadriseta (Labill.) Benth.
Dianella revoluta R.Br. var. revoluta
Dianella tasmanica Hook.f.
Dichelachne crinita (L.f.) Hook.f.
Diplarrena moraea Labill.
Diuris pardina Lindl.
Drymophila cyanocarpa R.Br.
Ehrharta distichophylla Labill.
Ehrharta stipoides Labill.
Empodisma minus (Hook.f.) L.A.S.Johnson &

ORCHIDACEAE
RESTIONACEAE
CYPERACEAE
CYPERACEAE
RESTIONACEAE
ORCHIDACEAE
ORCHIDACEAE
POACEAE
LILIACEAE
LILIACEAE
POACEAE
IRIDACEAE
ORCHIDACEAE
LILIACEAE
POACEAE
POACEAE
RESTIONACEAE

Eriochilus cucullatus (Labill.) Rchb.f.
Eurychorda complanata (R.Br.) B.G.Briggs &

ORCHIDACEAE
RESTIONACEAE

Gahnia grandis (Labill.) S.T.Blake
Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus (R.Br.)

CYPERACEAE
CYPERACEAE

Holcus lanatus L.
Juncus australis Hook.f.
Juncus bassianus L.A.S.Johnson
Juncus gregiflorus L.A.S.Johnson
Juncus pallidus R.Br.
Juncus pauciflorus R.Br.
Juncus planifolius R.Br.
Juncus procerus E.Mey.
Juncus sp.
Lepidosperma concavum R.Br.
Lepidosperma elatius Labill.
Lepidosperma ensiforme(Rodway) D.I.Morris
Lepidosperma filiforme Labill.
Lepidosperma inops F.Muell. ex Rodway
Lepidosperma laterale R.Br.
Lepidosperma longitudinale Labill.
Leptocarpus tenax (Labill.) R.Br.
Lepyrodia muelleri Benth.
Lomandra longifolia Labill.
Luzula campestris (L.) DC.
Microtis sp.
Patersonia fragilis (Labill.) Asch. & Graebn.
Poa hookeri Vickery
Poa labillardierei Steud. var. labillardierei
Poa rodwayi Vickery
Prasophyllum truncatum Lindl.
Pterostylis nutans R.Br.
Schoenus apogon Roem. & Schult.
Schoenus lepidosperma (F.Muell.) K.L.Wilson
subsp. lepidosperma
Thelionema umbellatum (R.Br.) R.J.F.Hend.
Thelymitra ixioides Sw.
Thelymitra pauciflora R.Br.
Thelymitra sp.
Themeda triandra Forssk.
Wurmbea uniflora (R.Br.) T.D.Macfarl.
Xyris operculata Labill.
Xyris tasmanicus (D.I.Morris) A.N.Doust &

POACEAE
JUNCACEAE
JUNCACEAE
JUNCACEAE
JUNCACEAE
JUNCACEAE
JUNCACEAE
JUNCACEAE
JUNCACEAE
CYPERACEAE
CYPERACEAE
CYPERACEAE
CYPERACEAE
CYPERACEAE
CYPERACEAE
CYPERACEAE
RESTIONACEAE
RESTIONACEAE
XANTHORRHOEACEAE
JUNCACEAE
ORCHIDACEAE
IRIDACEAE
POACEAE
POACEAE
POACEAE
ORCHIDACEAE
ORCHIDACEAE
CYPERACEAE
CYPERACEAE
LILIACEAE
ORCHIDACEAE
ORCHIDACEAE
ORCHIDACEAE
POACEAE
LILIACEAE
XYRIDACEAE
XYRIDACEAE

slender bogsedge
cluster lily
spotted sun-orchid
slender sun-orchid
sun orchid
kangaroo grass
oneflower early nancy
tall yelloweye
tasmanian yelloweye

Asplenium flabellifolium Cav., Descr.
Blechnum nudum (Labill.) Mett. ex Luerss.

ASPLENIACEAE
BLECHNACEAE

necklace fern
fishbone waterfern

D.F.Cutler

L.A.S.Johnson
Hook.f.
i

i

e

it

caladenia or spider orchid
long roperush
longleaf tall sedge
shortstem sedge
smooth buttonrush
helmet orchid
small gnat-orchid
reed bentgrass
spreading flaxliliy
forest flaxlily
longhair plumegrass
white flag-iris
leopard orchid
turquoise berry
hairy ricegrass
weeping grass
spreading roperush
autumn orchid
flat cordrush
cutting grass
buttongrass
yorkshire fog
southern rush
forest rush
green rush
pale rush
looseflower rush
broadleaf rush
tall rush
rush
sand swordsedge
tall swordsedge
arching swordsedge
common rapiersedge
fan sedge
variable swordsedge
pithy swordsedge
slender twinerush
erect scalerush
sagg
field woodrush
onion orchid
short purpleflag
hookers tussockgrass
silver tussockgrass
velvet tussockgrass
truncate leek-orchid
nodding greenhood
common bogsedge

B.J.Conn
Pteridophyta (ferns)
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Blechnum wattsii Tindale
Dicksonia antarctica Labill.
Gleichenia dicarpa R.Br.
Lindsaea linearis Sw.
Ophioglossum lusitanicum L. subsp.
coriaceum (A.Cunn.) R.T.Clausen
Polystichum proliferum(R.Br.) C.Presl
Pteridium esculentum (G.Forst.) Cockayne
Selaginella uliginosa (Labill.) Spring

BLECHNACEAE
DICKSONIACEAE
GLEICHENIACEAE
LINDSAEACEAE
OPHIOGLOSSACEAE
DRYOPTERIDACEAE
DENNSTAEDTIACEAE
SELAGINELLACEAE
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hard waterfern
soft treefern
pouched coralfern
screw fern
adders-tongue
mother shieldfern
bracken
swamp spikemoss

Appendix 2: Prescribed Burning Guidelines for Woodvine Nature Reserve
Dry woodland and forest communities
The dry woodland and forest communities may be burnt at the same time as the buttongrass moorland (see
information below) if they are dry enough to burn, but should not be burnt as frequently. Fire intervals should range
between 10 and 30 years. Ideally these communities should also be burnt infrequently in a slightly more intense fire
that allows the stimulation of soil stored seed. Hotter fires should avoid burning the buttongrass, creeks, gullies and wet
forest areas.
Buttongrass moorland burning prescriptions
Climatic/Weather Conditions
The soil dryness for this region is typically higher throughout the year than the maximum allowable for buttongrass
moorland prescribed burning. Special exemption to burn under drier conditions might need to be sought. Burning
should be undertaken when the soils are at their wettest and only after recent easterly rain (within one or two days)
when creeks are flowing and the wetland areas are fully saturated. These conditions need to be verified on the ground
before lighting a fire.
There should be either no wind, or preferably, a slight breeze. The wind direction required will depend on the area of
buttongrass moorland being burnt, and should be used to prevent the fire from moving into wetlands and creek lines.
Ignition plan
It is recommended that the ignition plan be designed to avoid burning the wetlands and creek lines.
Ideally the edge of the wetlands and creeks should be hand lit with a drip torch after a fire has been started uphill or
upwind that assists to draw the fire away from the creek or wetland. Ensure the wind direction assists in pushing the fire
away from the wetlands and creek lines.
Burning mosaic
Ideally a range of buttongrass moorland patch ages will be maintained in the reserve such that there is always some
areas that haven’t been burnt for more than ten years while there is also always areas less than six years since fire.
Fire intervals
Ideally individual patches should not be burnt at intervals less than six or greater than 25 years. No more than two
consecutive fire intervals should be under ten years of age, or longer than 15 years.
Burn intensity
The fire intensity will be dependent on the wind, dryness and vegetation age. No particular fire intensity is known to be
more or less beneficial to buttongrass moorland regeneration. It is likely some species will regenerate better if the fire is
intense and leaves no thatch while others will benefit from a cool smoky fire.
Hygiene
It is important that hygiene measures be taken for all management activities in the buttongrass moorlands in the area to
reduce the risk of Phytophthora cinnamomi infecting these moorlands and surrounding vegetation communities.
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Appendix 3: Birds Recorded In Woodvine Nature Reserve (Compiled by Birds Tasmania, 2007)
Species
Anas superciliosa
Chenonetta jubata
Aquila audax
Circus approximans
Gallinula mortierii
Vanellus miles
Phaps elegans
Calyptorhynchus funereus
Cacatua roseicapilla
Platycercus caledonicus
Chrysococcyx lucidus
Dacelo novaeguineae
Hirundo neoxena
Coracina novaehollandiae
Petroica phoenicea
Petroica multicolor
Melanodryas vittata
Pachycephala pectoralis
Colluricincla harmonica
Myiagra cyanoleuca
Rhipidura fuliginosa
Malurus cyaneus
Sericornis humilis
Calamanthus fuliginosus
Acanthiza pusilla
Acanthiza chrysorrhoa
Anthochaera paradoxa
Anthochaera chrysoptera
Manorina melancephala
Lichenostomus flavicollis
Melithreptus validirostris
Melithreptus affinus
Phylidonyris pyrrhoptera
Phylidonyris novaehollandiae
Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris
Pardalotus punctatus
Pardalotus striatus
Zosterops lateralis
Carduelis carduelis
Sturnus vulgaris
Artamus cyanopterus
Strepera fuliginosa
Strepera versicolor
Cracticus torquatus
Corvus tasmanicus

Common Name

Status *

Pacific black duck
Australian wood duck
Wedge-tailed eagle

e / EN

Swamp harrier
Tasmanian native hen

* e = endangered
under Tasmania's

Threatened Species
Protection Act 1995
EN = endangered
under the
Commonwealth

Environment Protection
and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999.

Masked lapwing
Brush bronzewing

# Introduced

Yellow-tailed black cockatoo
Galah
Green rosella
Shining bronze cuckoo
Laughing kookaburra

#

Welcome swallow
Black-faced cuckoo-shrike
Flame robin
Scarlet robin
Dusky robin
Golden whistler
Grey shrike-thrush
Satin flycatcher
Grey fantail
Superb fairy-wren
Tasmanian scrubwren
Striated fieldwren
Brown thornbill
Yellow-rumped thornbill
Yellow wattlebird
Little wattlebird
Noisy miner
Yellow-throated honeyeater
Strong billed honeyeater
Black-headed honeyeater
Crescent honeyeater
New Holland honeyeater
Eastern spinebill
Spotted pardalote
Striated pardalote
Silvereye
European goldfinch

#

Common starling

#

Dusky woodswallow
Black currawong
Grey currawong
Grey butcherbird
Forest raven
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Appendix 4: Entry Statement for the Tasmanian Heritage Register
Tasmanian Heritage Council

134 Macquarie Street or GPO Box 618 Tasmania 7001

Name: Woodvine

Reference: 10467

681 White Hill Road, Forcett Sorell
Original Use: Habitation

Property Use: Recreation

Feature Type:
Architecture Style: Victorian Georgian
Integrity: Predominantly intact, but deteriorating condition
Floors: 1 Roof: Shingle Attic: N

Walls: Timber split slabs

Basement: N

Setting:
Woodvine is a complex of dwellings and farm buildings surrounded by 377 hectares of nature reserve. Woodvine is
located on White Hill Road, north-east of Forcett. To the rear of the original built structures is an old orchard
containing plum, apple, cherry, pear and walnut trees whilst to the front, beside the sheds at the entrance to the most
recent cottage, stands a row of pine trees. The plantings, in tandem with the structures, contribute to a sense of history
and built character to the rural landscape. History: Ernie Shaw gifted his property now known as 'Woodvine Nature
Reserve' to the Parks and Wildlife Service in July 2001.
Woodvine consists of about 377 hectares of almost pristine bush to the rear of Forcett and is a very rare example of
what the land in the area was like before it was changed by farming practices and forestry (Issue 34, Business East Inc).
An oral history project conducted by John Cannon in 2000 documented the history of the property, its inhabitants and
the function of the farm. Woodvine has been home to generations of the same family since 1861. The site was
complete with machinery, hand tools, household items and photographs, therefore, a time-capsule of how life used to
be in Victorian and Federation Tasmania. This collection of approximately 2000 items was removed in 2005 for
cataloguing and safe storage by PWS.
Ernie's great grandparents, Daniel Long and Elizabeth Tustin married 29-5-1861 and moved to the property. Elizabeth
was 16 years of age at the time. The land was selected under the Waste Lands Act of 1858. This Act introduced a
policy of free selection of land before survey by small holders, up to 320 acres, in previously unsettled areas. These
selectors were early pioneer families of Tasmania and it was hoped that they would clear virgin forests and help break
up some of the large estates.
Elizabeth was a midwife for the area and had 14 children herself, 13 of whom lived to adulthood, Oswald (born and
died in 1885) is buried close to the original 1861 slab house in the enclosure under the fuchsias (Oral history, Cannon,
2000).
The older c1890 timber cottage has not been used for 50 years except for shearers, but was full of movable items from
a device for getting iron tyres off carts, to a boot last and a yoke that was used to carry 2 buckets of water from the
creek. It was taken over by the repatriation hospital for returned soldiers during the First World War (Oral history,
Cannon, 2000). Ernie Shaw was born in 1929 during the depression. At the age of 2.5 years he went to live with his
grandfather's younger sisters and brother. His aunts, Ella and Mary, were in their 50s and his Uncle Edgar, 42 years of
age. Edgar died in 1977 aged 88 and left Ernie the farm.
The house that Ernie lived in was erected in 1902 with some of the materials taken from an earlier house in Forcett.
They had no bath, tanks or toilet, and the outside toilet was 50 metres away. The chimneys were painted with pipeclay
using brushes made from cutting grass (Oral history, Cannon, 2000). Electricity was not connected until 1983, and by
that time Ernie was the sole occupant. Before this, kerosene lamps, candles and a fuel stove were used, the cooking was
done on the open fire in saucepans and a kettle (The Sunday Tasmanian, 26-8-2001, p.21). A brick outdoor oven was
used until about 1965. "If you couldn't hold your hand in the oven while you counted to thirty, it was too hot. When it
was raining you would have to hold an umbrella in one hand while cooking at the oven" (Ernie Shaw quoted in The
Sunday Tasmanian, 26-8-2001, p.21). The oven was used by lighting a fire to heat the oven, removing fire remains and
sweeping out the floor using a wattle bush tied into a broom head and wet. Meat, cakes, scones, bread, tarts, pancakes
and vegetables and apples were placed inside, often with a bowl of water to be cooked.
The animals were butchered beneath the pine tree (Hanlon & Koch, 21-1-2002). The family was very self-sufficient.
They grew their own food and Ernie cut the grain with sickle and scythe. He walked nearly everywhere, including to
Sorell when they needed supplies. They had chooks and bush-run sheep and dogs to help with mustering. The bullocks
didn't need a driver and would work in harness although Ernie would walk around with them and tell them what to do
(Oral history, Cannon, 2000).
Description:
The boundaries of Woodvine are depicted in the attached Figure 1, defined by the AMG grid coordinates 558180E
5262300N to the north-western point, 558340E 5262170N to the north-eastern point, 558340E 5262095N to the
south-eastern point and 558100E 5262160N to the south-western point. The earliest building in this complex is the
original small slab house c.1862 with a hipped shingled roof and an extension at one end. It has been converted into a
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shearing shed. Adjacent to it is a slab blacksmith's shop with a shingled gable roof and a stone forge. The c1890
weatherboard cottage is rectangular in plan and has a corrugated iron hipped roof and is set on dressed stone blocks.
There is a skillion at the rear and the remains of a massive chimney on one side. These three structures form an opensided square and are in bad repair. There is also a modern stable in close vicinity.
Between this group of structures and the c1902 cottage to the south-east is a small shed that was used in the 1940s as
a petrol store during World War II. The c1902 cottage is square in plan with a very steep corrugated iron hipped roof.
Though originally weatherboard, the cottage is now clad in cement sheeting and features a massive chimney. A second
similar chimney appears to have been removed. Nearby, there are two timber-sided and shingle-roofed structures, one
of which was used as a tractor shed and garage. There is a collapsed shed which was the original stable and tractor
shed. Behind the house is the outhouse. A row of large c1930 pine trees are situated close to the roadside. The
movable cultural heritage has been removed from the site in 2005 for safe storage and cataloguing.
Criteria for entry in Register (Refer to Section 16 of the HCH Act for the expanded criteria.)
a) Evolutional Pattern:
Woodvine is a material reminder and indicator of the area's involvement with the disposal of crown land under the
Waste Lands Act 1858, whereby a policy of free selection of land before survey of up to 320 acres in previously
unsettled areas of the state was made available to settlers.
b) Rarity:
Woodvine is a farm complex which was owned by several generations of predominantly unmarried members of the
same family, living in a manner that reflected their forebears and resulted in a unique cultural snapshot of a depression
era family with material assets of both built structures and movable items (removed and catalogued) connected with the
running of a primarily self-sufficient and isolated farm.
c) Research Potential:
Woodvine is an artefact of continuous human occupation and behaviour of the same family since its settlement in 1861.
The site, including the built remains, surface and subsurface deposits below or adjacent to the structures, have the
potential to yield important information that will contribute to a wider understanding of Tasmania's history particularly
with regard to the adaptation and reuse ideals of the family. Specifically, this site demonstrates a small c1862 slab house
converted to a shearing shed, a modern shed, grave site, c1890 cottage, blacksmith shed, outhouse, tractor shed and
garage, old stables, shed by the main gates and the small shed used as a petrol store during the 1940s.
The site has the potential to explore sequences of construction and building methods, changes in materials and
technology. The significant fabric are the built structures, debris, discarded or broken by-products that construct the
story of past living. The collection of movable cultural heritage items which have been removed for cataloguing and safe
storage, in tandem with the structures on the Woodvine site, provide a wholistic snapshot of the lives of several
generations of this depression era family. The potential information gathered from Woodvine may also contribute to
wider research frameworks within or outside Australia.
d) Representative of:
Woodvine is of historical heritage significance as it is a fine example of vernacular late Victorian and early Federation
buildings constructed in isolated districts following the 1858 Waste Lands Act. Characteristics of these periods are found
in external form, construction methods and the detailing both externally and internally, of the structures and the
accretion of movable items over several generations of the one family.
e) Creative/Technical/Aesthetic:
f) Community:
Woodvine is important to the community because it demonstrates aspects of Victorian and Federation society and adds
a sense of history and built heritage to its surrounding rural landscape.
g) Association:
PLEASE NOTE
This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the place on the Heritage
Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be met. The data sheet is not intended to be a
comprehensive inventory of the heritage values of the place, there may be other heritage values of interest to the
Heritage Council not currently acknowledged.
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Appendix 5: Key Desired Outcomes, Indicators and Effectiveness Monitoring

Outcome 1

Native vegetation communities are in as good or better condition
than in 2010

Indicator

Distribution of Spanish heath.

Monitoring actions

In 2012 and 2016, resurvey the reserve for Spanish heath.

Great result

By 2012,
•

the distribution of Spanish heath has been resurveyed.

By 2013,
•

areas of Spanish heath that are identified as high priority (see section 6.2 for
priority criteria) have been controlled.

•

all walking tracks and drainage lines are free of Spanish heath to a width of
10 metres on one side or both sides of the track or drainage line; and

•

areas around the farm complex are free of Spanish heath.

By 2016,
•

Acceptable result

there is a plan to deal with the dense extensive patches of Spanish heath.

By 2013,
•

the distribution of Spanish heath has been resurveyed.

By 2016,
• no new areas are infested with Spanish heath compared with that recorded
by 2012;
• areas around the farm complex is free of Spanish heath;
• all walking tracks and drainage lines are free of Spanish heath to a width of
10 metres of the track or drainage line; and
• areas of Spanish heath that are identified as high priority (see section XX for
criteria/priority) have been controlled.
Unacceptable
result

By 2016,
•

the distribution of Spanish heath has been resurveyed; and

• Spanish heath is found in areas which were weed-free in 2011.
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Outcome 2

Visitors, volunteers and neighbours are informed about what
they can do where

Indicator

An information and interpretation strategy is developed and
implemented.

Monitoring actions

Record and photograph the
installation of new signs.

Regularly monitor compliance
with signs and record evidence of
breaches.

Great result

By 2011,

By 2012,

• signs are installed at the main
entrance.

• visitors are 100% compliant
with signs and there is no
evidence of stealing or
damage to cultural items.

• remaining cultural items are
monitored.
Acceptable result

Unacceptable result

By 2012,

By 2012,

• signs are installed.

•

By 2012,

By 2012,

•

•

signs are not changed or
installed.
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compliance with signs has
increased and there is no
evidence of stealing or
damage to cultural items.

cultural items are still being
removed or damaged

Appendix 6: Summary of Strategies and Actions
Implementation Priorities: VH: <1 year; H: 2 - 3 years; M: 4 - 5 years; L: >5years (subject to funds, staff
and resources)
Strategies and Actions
4.2

Who

Priority

Landform, Geodiversity and Soils

Investigate the geology of the wetland areas.

LCB PWS

L

PWS

ongoing

PWS/ FoG/
community

H

Conduct a prescribed burn in the heathland vegetation to maintain diversity.

PWS

H

Take into consideration the management guidelines of the Forest Epacrids’ recovery
plan when developing burn plans.

PWS

H

Implement other management guidelines of the forest Epacrid recovery plan.

PWS

M

PWS BCB

ongoing

Encourage visitors and staff to clean their footwear before visiting the reserve.

PWS

ongoing

Identify individual trees of cultural/heritage significance and establishes guidelines for
their protection especially in relation to fire protection.

PWS

L

Include the reserve in a regional program of regular surveillance to prevent illegal
firewood gathering.

PWS

ongoing
(VH)

PWS

M

Survey the reserve and surrounding forest for wedge-tailed eagle nest sites.

BCB PWS

H

Encourage volunteer groups, students and others to conduct fauna surveys and
undertake population monitoring. Investigate opportunistic sightings to verify species
identification.

PWS
community

L

PWS
Aboriginal
community

M

Consult with the Tasmanian Aboriginal community about matters regarding the
management of Aboriginal heritage within the reserve.

PWS

ongoing

Ensure that any Aboriginal sites and objects are protected and preserved in accordance
with the Aboriginal Relics Act 1975 or replacement legislation.

PWS

ongoing

PWS

ongoing

PWS

H

Monitor the tracks and other cleared sites around the buildings for erosion.
4.3

Native Vegetation

Protect areas of intact native vegetation communities from the spread of Spanish heath
by implementing the weed control measures in Section 6.2 (Weed Management) with
threatened vegetation communities being a high priority.

In consultation with specialists, define further reserve-specific management guidelines
for the protection of populations of threatened species, priority habitat areas and
species or communities of significance.

4.4

Native Fauna

Take fauna habitat requirements into account, particularly for species such as southern
emu wren and the beautiful firetail finch when planning and undertaking fire
management and weed management.

5.1 Aboriginal Heritage
Conduct a formal survey for Aboriginal sites within the reserve in consultation with the
local Aboriginal community.

5.2 European Historic Heritage
Consult and include the relatives of the late Mr Ernie Shaw and the Friends of
Woodvine group in decisions about future works to buildings and future management
of historic items. These decisions need to be guided by the PWS Heritage Officer.
Provide safe and secure storage for remaining historic items. Conserve significant
historic items and items that are most likely to deteriorate such as fabric.
Consult with the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, the Archives Office of Tasmania
and/or PWS Heritage Officer about conservation of items and storage.
Record all historic sites to the accepted standard.

PWS

ongoing

Record the history of the Woodvine property.

PWS

ongoing

Prepare catch-up maintenance plans for the major cultural assets to prioritise
stabilisation and/or maintenance works.

PWS

M

Stabilise significant historic farm buildings in accordance with the catch-up maintenance
plan. Seek funding for the highest priority works.

PWS

ongoing
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Install a minimum of signs to better inform visitors about the protection of cultural
items and safety aspects around the farm complex.

PWS

H

Support and encourage the Friends of Woodvine to continue conserving the farm
buildings.

PWS

ongoing

Seek to establish partnerships with the Sorell Municipal Council, clubs and special
interest groups to support the conservation of the cultural values of the reserve.

PWS
Community

M

Locate and record the location of the remains of Max Walker’s grand-parent’s cottage.

PWS

VH

Include the reserve in a regional program of regular surveillance to reduce theft of
historic items.

PWS

VH

Establish photo points of some key items to determine if there has been disturbance or
theft.

PWS

M

Consider trialling the use of a farm camera or similar surveillance device.

PWS

M

Confirm the presence or absence of Phytophthora cinnamomi in the reserve.

PWS

VH

Use the Phytophthora cinnamomi Management Guidelines and Washdown Guidelines
(ed. 1) to develop and implement controls.

PWS

H

If confirmed, prepare and implement P. cinnamomi containment controls to restrict the
movement of visitors and management staff through infected areas.

PWS

H

Inform visitors about measures to prevent the spread of Phytophthora cinnamomi in
the reserve such as cleaning their footwear before coming to the reserve and/or
entering the bushland areas of the reserve. If absent, prepare and implement P.
cinnamomi exclusion controls.

PWS

H

PWS BCB

L

PWS

ongoing

6.1 Threat of Phytophthora cinnamomi

Investigate allocating the Phytophthora Management Zone status to Woodvine Nature
Reserve.
6.2 Weed Management
Support and encourage the Friends of Woodvine to control Spanish heath.
Update then implement the weed management plan for the control of Spanish heath
on an annual basis. Prioritise the removal of outliers in areas of intact native vegetation
especially where the communities are listed as threatened (see Table 3).

PWS FoG

Eradicate or control the patches of Spanish heath identified on Map 3 which meet
prioritisation criteria (i-iii).

FoG PWS

VH

Liaise with and encourage neighbours to control Spanish heath and other weeds on
adjoining properties, particularly where seed may be carried downhill into the reserve
and continue to infest the reserve.

PWS
community

H

PWS FoG
visitors

ongoing
(VH)

Regularly inspect areas that are free of weeds and areas that are prone to weed
infestation such as tracks and wet areas should to ensure that any new occurrence of
the weed is controlled.

PWS FoG

ongoing
(VH)

Investigate and trial the use of the mulching machine as first attack on the larger areas
of Spanish heath.

PWS

M

Liaise with Sorell Council about the removal of pine weedlings in the road reserve.

PWS

H

PWS FoG

ongoing

Provide information to neighbours about the threat that domestic and feral cats may
potentially pose to native animals in the reserve.

PWS

M

If and when pest animal control proves necessary, work cooperatively with the
adjoining landowners, relevant groups and volunteers.

PWS

ongoing
(L)

Monitor rabbit warren establishment and control if necessary.

PWS

ongoing

Implement the strategic plan as it applies to Woodvine Nature Reserve.

PWS

M-H

Maintain an adequate fire break around the house and buildings. This is best done by
slashing the cleared areas to the north of the buildings on an annual basis.

PWS

VH

Implement hygiene measures.

ongoing
(H)

6.3 Introduced Animal Management
Observe the extent of introduced animal populations especially around the farm
complex.

6.4 Fire Management
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Fence wire and other obstacles should be cleared from these areas to improve the
efficiency and safety of slashing the cleared areas. Before doing this, remaining heritage
items and the historic landscape features (such as fence lines) should considered and
retained where possible.

PWS

VH

Liaise with the local Tasmanian Fire Service about access to the reserve and fire tracks
in the event of a wildfire.

PWS

VH

Take into account values, weed distribution and hygiene measures when planning for
and undertaking fire management activities.

PWS

ongoing

Provide opportunities for passive recreational activities that do not adversely affect the
conservation values of the reserve.

PWS

ongoing

Ensure that visitors know what they are permitted to do in the reserve.

PWS

VH

Identify those tracks and walk destinations that are least likely to result in the spread of
Spanish heath through the reserve. Consider and assess the suitability of constructing a
circuit walking track utilising where-ever possible the location of former farm tracks.
One such possibility is the tracks to the east of the farm complex.

PWS

M

Prepare and implement a community and stakeholder communication plan to further
the objectives of this statement.

PWS

M

Develop and implement an information and interpretation strategy for the reserve.

PWS

M

Locate the majority of information near the main reserve entrance although it may be
appropriate to place some small information signs elsewhere (e.g. for the brush-down
station).

PWS

M

Regulatory signs about prohibited activities (especially in relation to camping, fire, dogs,
horses) and safety hazards should be provided and maintained.

PWS

ongoing
(VH)

Partner with the Friends of Woodvine, broader community and relatives of Ernie Shaw
to implement this plan.

PWS

ongoing

Develop partnership agreements with the Friends of Woodvine and/or other groups
/organisations involved with the ongoing management of the reserve to ensure clarity in
roles and responsibilities.

PWS

H

Prepare and implement a communication plan to inform neighbours, stakeholders and
the local community about the reserve.

PWS

M

Establish an on-site visitor register to assist in monitoring visitation levels and gaining
some knowledge about use of the reserve.

PWS

H

Permit only that research which is likely to achieve improved conservation outcomes
for the reserve and will not permanently adversely impact on the reserve’s values.

PWS

ongoing

Engage in research and monitoring to fill knowledge gaps for ecological and
management issues of threatened species or species of significance in the reserve.

PWS

ongoing

Prepare guidelines for the conduct of research activities in the reserve.

PWS

H

Vehicle access (including for management purposes) needs to be minimised to reduce
the spread of weeds in the reserve.

PWS

ongoing

All vehicle use beyond the farm complex will be restricted to essential management
activities which benefit conservation outcomes, or where required for fire management
purposes.

PWS

ongoing

Vehicles should be inspected and cleaned of mud prior to entering the reserve to
prevent new incursions.

PWS

ongoing

Authorised vehicles are permitted in the immediate area around the farm buildings
where this facilitates management activities at the farm complex or for activities or
events of a more general nature (e.g. field days, working bees) in the wider reserve.

PWS

ongoing

The use of vehicles in the reserve under wet soil conditions should be avoided as this
causes rutting and accelerated erosion of the sandy soils.

PWS

ongoing

7.1 Visitor Use

7.2 Information and Interpretation

7.3 Involving the Community

7.4 Research

8.1 Access and Boundaries
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Identify those tracks which can be slashed and re-opened for fire management
purposes.

PWS

VH

Liaise with the local Tasmanian Fire Service about access to the reserve and fire tracks
in the event of a wildfire.

PWS

VH

Liaise with neighbours about locking or permanently closing vehicle access points into
the reserve. The access points should be monitored for unauthorised access and closed
permanently where necessary/possible.

PWS

VH

PWS

H

Arrange for an access licence to be issued for the track to the quarry. Licence
conditions should address weed management, gating arrangements, dust control, if
required and road maintenance.

PWS

H

Monitor tracks for erosion condition, the presence of Spanish heath and other weeds
and vegetation susceptibility to Phytophthora cinnamomi.

PWS

M

Where erosion is found, then construction of water bars or similar should be
considered.

PWS

H

Liaise with neighbours about repair of fences where necessary.
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