V I S I T I N G R E S E RV E S

Tinderbox
MARINE RESERVE

There’s something for
everyone at Tinderbox
Marine Reserve, from
scrambling around the
rocky ledges to swimming,
snorkelling, scuba diving or
kayaking. Reefs, kelp forests,
sponge gardens, seagrass
beds and sandy seafloor
provide habitat for a
wonderful variety of marine
life, including abundant fish,
seahorses, octopus, rock lobster, seastars and sponges.

Things to do
The most accessible snorkel sites are in
Tinderbox Bay, either along the sandstone
reefs on the south-western shore, or across
the shallow reefs and gulches east of the boat
ramp. For your safety please do not snorkel
within 30 metres of the boat ramp or across
the boating channel. Beware of currents.
Scuba divers can explore giant kelp forests
near the northern end of the reserve and
filter-feeding communities with sponges, sea
pens, sea whips and gorgonians in the stronger
current around Piersons Point. Shore dive or
night dive the shallow reefs and gulches east of
the boat ramp for a variety of algae, sponges
and other invertebrates.

The reserve extends about 700 metres southwest of
Tinderbox Beach and east from Tinderbox Beach around
Piersons Point to 2.5km north of Passage Point and out
to approximately 300 metres below the high water mark
(refer map).

At low tide explore the rock platforms. It’s a
great way to see some of Tasmania’s diverse
and spectacular marine life without having to
get in the water. Look under rock ledges and in
crevices where animals take shelter. If you do
lift up a rock, please gently place it back where
you found it. Animals will die if exposed to
excessive sunlight.

The entire marine reserve is a fully protected no-take area.
Fishing and other extractive activities are prohibited.

Getting there
Tinderbox Marine Reserve is located about 30 minutes
drive south of Hobart and is Tasmania’s most accessible
marine reserve. The main entry point to the reserve
is Tinderbox Bay, accessed via Fergusson Avenue, off
Tinderbox Road. Parking is only permitted in the parking
areas, not the roadsides.

Kayaking is a great way to see seabirds and
explore the coastline. When the water is clear
you may see fish swimming and algae swirling
beneath you.
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Bigbelly seahorses are commonly seen in the reserve. Amazingly it
is the male that becomes pregnant. The female transfers her eggs to
the male, which fertilises and incubates them in his brood pouch.
Photo: Sue Wragge

For detailed map see next page
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Positions on the maps
are referenced to the
Geocentric Datum of
Australia 1994 (GDA
1994). For GPS, GDA
approximates WGS84.
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Boaters, please watch
for divers and keep clear
of them.
Swimmers and divers,
please keep clear of the
boat ramp and clearway.
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Motorboats are prohibited
within 60m of the beach
and west of an imaginary
line from the northern
most port marker to the
power pole.

RO

HI

Boaters are required to
use the marked clearway
when accessing and leaving
the boat ramp, and to keep
out of the motor boat
prohibited area adjacent to
the beach. Please also avoid
the mooring area.
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Tinderbox boat ramp
is recommended for
small vessels only. Use
of the ramp is restricted
at lower tide levels and
trailer parking is limited.
Larger boats should use
the multi-lane boat ramp at
Dru Point, Margate.
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The entire marine reserve
is a fully protected ‘notake’ area. Fishing and
Margate
other
extractive activities
are prohibited. The reserve
is patrolled. Substantial
penalties apply for fishing
or interfering with
marine life.
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Help our marine environment
Funded by the Marine Recreational Fishing Trust Fund

Know the boundaries. If fishing, ensure you’re not in the marine reserve.
Take rubbish home. Ropes, plastics and fishing line can harm wildlife.
Anchoring. Avoid anchoring on sensitive habitats such as seagrass beds and sponge
gardens. Sandy seafloors are preferred; alternatively kelp covered reefs.
Divers. Avoid damaging fragile marine life. Secure your gauges and equipment close
to your body, ensure you have good buoyancy control, do not grip objects for support,
and be careful not to cause damage with your fins.
Marine pests and diseases. To avoid their spread, after every trip clean and dry
your fishing/dive/boating gear. Periodically, and at least annually, clean your boat hull.

The filter-feeding grey finger sponge.
Photo: Cath Samson
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Fish for the future. Outside the reserve, where fishing is permitted, observe
size, bag and possession limits. Only take enough for a feed. Get a copy of the latest
Recreational Sea Fishing Guide or go to www.fishing.tas.gov.au for fishing information,
or download the Tasmanian Sea Fishing Guide app.
Report illegal fishing. Please report illegal fishing to Fishwatch 0427 655 557.
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Special features
An impressive 77 macroalgae (seaweed) species, 60 fish species and numerous
invertebrates have been recorded in the reserve. This abundance is due to the diverse
habitats, which include sheltered and moderately exposed sub-tidal reef, intertidal reef,
giant kelp forests, sponge gardens, seagrass beds and soft-sandy sediments.
In the northern section of the reserve, schools of bastard trumpeter are frequently
seen swimming amongst the giant kelp forests. Amongst the kelp, the seafloor is
covered with a colourful array of sponges, soft corals, anemones and zoanthids.
Near Lucas Point, the reef is dominated by common kelp, with hula fish, wrasse,
boarfish and draughtboard sharks commonly seen. You may also be lucky enough to
see Johnstons or Forsters weedfish, or a red velvet fish.
Around Piersons Point, the high currents provide the perfect environment for a
thriving filter-feeding community of sponges, sea pens, sea whips, soft corals, gorgonians
and basket stars. In the deeper waters you’ll see butterfly perch and zoanthids.
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Vibrant orange plumed gorgonian
is a type of octocoral. Octocorals are
abundant in tropical waters but there
are several species also found in
Tasmania’s cooler temperate waters.
Photo: Sue Wragge

On the eastern side of
Tinderbox Bay, the dolerite
reef drops in a series of
rock platforms to depths of
6-10 metres. Here you’ll find
a variety of seaweed species
including a seasonal giant kelp
forest and many invertebrates
including feather stars, common
urchins, velvet sea stars,
magnificent biscuit stars and
jewel anemones.
One of the highlights is seeing
large rock lobsters and boarfish,
which aren’t usually seen outside
the reserve.
On the south-western shore
of Tinderbox Bay, a narrow,
sandstone, kelp-covered reef
is adorned with grey finger
sponges, green plate sponges
and the vibrant green algae,
caulerpa. Seahorses are often
seen here too. At a depth of
about 5 metres, the reef changes
to sandy seafloor where patches
of seagrass thrive.
The sandy, soft-bottom habitat
is one of the most abundant in
the reserve. Animals living in this
habitat include heart urchins,
sea cucumbers, brittle stars, sea
hares, Whitleys skate and the
Tasmanian numbfish.
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A male cowfish peeks out from the
protection of a boulder crevice
Photo: Sue Wragge
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Securing the future
Tasmania has one of the most biologically diverse and
unique marine environments in the world. Over 80% of
the plants and animals living in Australia’s southern waters
are found nowhere else on earth.
Tasmanians are heavily reliant on a healthy, well functioning
marine environment. The benefits and enjoyment we get
from our marine and coastal environments are central to
our lifestyles and livelihoods.
Bastard trumpeter are often seen swimming through giant kelp at
the northern end of the reserve. Giant kelp forests along Tasmania’s
east coast have drastically declined over the last 30 years due to
climate change bringing warmer, nutrient-poor waters of the East
Australian Current further south.
Photo: Sue Wragge

Like marine environments world-wide, Tasmania’s marine
environment is under increasing pressure. Human
activities have caused observable changes to our marine
environment, some of which you may have witnessed
along your favourite part of the coast.
Marine reserves – the ocean equivalent of national parks
– provide a safe haven for marine life. Like national parks,
they are places set aside for everyone to enjoy. These
protected areas, which are under less stress than nonprotected marine environments are more likely to cope
with pressures of climate change or invasive species than
ecosystems weakened by many years of human impact.

Male senator wrasse are strikingly different to females, which are
smaller and red-brown in colour. All senator wrasse are born female,
with some changing to male at about 3 to 5 years old. They are only
found in the temperate waters of southern Australia.
Photo: Rick Stuart-Smith

Marine reserves also provide scientists with opportunities
to learn about our impacts on the marine environment by
comparing changes in protected areas with non-protected
areas, helping improve management of our coastal waters.
Approximately 2.7 percent of immediate state coastal
waters (i.e. excluding subantarctic Macquarie Island) are in
marine protected areas (either marine reserves or marine
conservation areas), of which 1.1% of state coastal waters
(within 3 nautical miles or 5.5km of the coast) are highly
protected in no-take sanctuary zones.
The conservation and sustainable use of Tasmania’s marine
environment is everyone’s responsibility. By supporting
marine reserves, you’ll be helping protect our
extraordinary marine environment for your children and
future generations.

The vivid green algae caulerpa is common on the south-western
shore of Tinderbox Bay.
Photo: Rick Stuart-Smith

More Information
Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service
www.parks.tas.gov.au/marinereserves
1300 TASPARKS (1300 827 727)
Weather
Boating forecast: (03) 6233 9955 or (03) 6376 0555
www.bom.gov.au/tas/forecasts

Tasmanian numbfish, like stingrays and skates, have a skeleton
made of cartilage, rather than bone. They live on the sandy seafloor,
feeding on worms and crustaceans, and are only found in southeastern Australia. Their head is about the same size as a dinner plate.
Photo: Sue Wragge
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To help promote and care for
reserves, join a community
volunteer group. Contact
Wildcare Inc: (03) 6165 4230
www.wildcare.tas.gov.au

