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1 Introduction 

The Dial Range Recreation Management Plan applies to land in the Dial Range. This area includes 

several Reserves and other public land tenures. The majority of the Dial Range is the responsibility 

of Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) including: 

▪ Dial Range Nature Recreation Area 

▪ Dial Range Regional Reserve 

▪ Mt Montgomery State Reserve 

▪ Ferndene State Reserve, and 

▪ Sith Carla Nature Reserve. 

Sustainable Timber Tasmania (STT) manages Permeant Timber Production Zone (PTPZ) land for 

production forestry. Central Coast Council (CCC) is responsible for land that adjoins the Dial 

Range including roads and car parks, as well as being a strong advocate for local clubs and 

organisations that use the area for recreation.  

This report is a summary of the submissions received during the public comment period for the 

draft Dial Range Recreation Management Plan (the Plan). The comment period commenced on the 

13 October and ended on the 10 November 2021. During this period, 23 submissions were 

received from individuals, groups and local businesses. This report describes how the submission 

have influenced the final Plan.  
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2 Community and public engagement 

2.1 Community engagement 
The consultants Inspiring Place were appointed to undertake stakeholder and community 

engagement. Inspiring Place sought a range of views and interests from a Project Reference 

Group and primary stakeholders.  

The Project Reference Group was established to provide information and advice to the preparation 

of the Plan. The Group included representatives from PWS Northwest Region and Property 

Services, STT, CCC, Professional Cross Country Club of Tasmania, Tasmanian Canoe Club, 4WD 

Club - Braddon 4WD, Cradle Coast Mountain Bike Club, Coastal Motorcross Club, Penguin Clay 

Target Club, Central North Field Naturalists, North West Walking Club, Friends of Penguin Cradle 

Trail and the Enduro Riders Club. 

The primary stakeholders were considered to be the land managers and planning agencies 

responsible for the Dial Range reserves being PWS, STT and CCC. 

Inspiring Place facilitated group workshops and conducted individual meetings, to review the 

current vision, management strategies and recreation map. The engagement outcomes were used 

to draft the Plan that was released for public comment. 

2.2 Public comment period 
The draft Plan was released for public comment on the PWS website. The draft Plan and 

Recreation Map were placed on the ‘Have your say’ page of the website. Public comment period 

was between 13 October and 10 November 2021. Stakeholders and Reference Group members 

were notified of the release of the draft Plan.   

During the comment period 23 submissions were received by email. No other submission were 

received. The submission includes: 

- Two local businesses, 

- Two conservation groups, 

- Two recreation groups, 

- One organisation, and 

- 16 individuals.      

The local groups and organisation were also part of the Project Reference Group.  
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3 Public submissions 

3.1 Summary 
The submission received provided comment on a variety of topics in the Plan as summarised in 

Table 1 below. The topics of dogs and roads were the topic of the most submissions, followed by 

mountain bike trails. There was some conflict between comments on the same topic.  

   

Table 1: Summary of Submission Topics   

Topics No. Comment No.  Comment No.  Comment 

Dogs  7 Allow for dog access     

Roads 
3 

Cooks Rd to Riana 
restored 

3 
Road maintenance 

2 Other 

Mountain bike 
trails 

3 
More mountain bike 
trails 

1 More shared trails 1  Less shared trails 

Signs 2 Improve signs 1 Add wayfinding totems   

Biodiversity 
2 

Biodiversity 
Management Plan  

2 More baseline data   

Maps 
1 

Better depict use and 
routes 

1 Better depict property 
boundary  

  

Bushfire 
1 

More bushfire 
management  

    

Forestry 1 PTPZ harvesting     

       

 

Other topics were recorded in the submissions that were considered beyond the scope of the Plan. 

These included climate change, more/less reserves, transmission lines, tourism promotion and 

information centres, and footpaths and access from the Penguin township.  

3.2 Dog access 
Many submissions received express disappointment that dog access is not permitted. Dog access 

cannot be permitted in the Dial Range as most of the use occurs or originates in a State Reserve, 

where dog exercise areas cannot legally be designated. This topic is addressed in the draft Plan 

Section 4.1 Recreation activities – Dog Walking, that states:  

“Dogs are prohibited on all reserved land (reserved under the Nature Conservation Act 2002) 

unless a dog exercise area has been designated. There are no designated dog exercise areas 

within the Dial Range.”  

Dog access is not permit in all Reserves, unless a dog excises area is designed. The National 

Parks and Reserve Management Regulation 2019 allows for designating dog exercise areas in:: 
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- Regional Reserves, 

- Conservation Areas, and 

- Nature Recreation Areas.  

Dog access cannot be permitted in National Parks, State Reveres or Nature Reserves.  

The two main entry points into the Dial Range are in the Mt Montgomery and Ferndene State 

Reserves. All walking and mountain bike trials in the Dial Range, either begin in a State Reserve or 

cross into a State Reserve.  

Dog access could be designated in the Dial Range Regional Reserve on the Tall Trees and Mt 

Duncan walking tracks. These tracks begin at Mt Gnomon trailhead and don’t link to tracks in a 

State Reserve. However, the tracks are classified as Class 3 and recommended for experienced 

walkers only. Dog access on these walking tracks would invite inexperienced walkers into areas 

they are prepared for. The natural hazards and track conditions would pose a serve risk to their 

safety.  

No change to dog access recommended.   

3.3 Roads 
Roads received the most comments from the public. These mainly included: 

- Reinstating access through to Riana on Ironcliffe Road, and 

- Road maintenance/safety of Ironcliffe Road and Dial Road. 

Plus other individual comments regarding concerns of increasing road kill, request to reinstate the 

pubic road to Mt Montgomery summit and preventing vehicle access across private land.  

Roads in the Dial Range are the responsibility of PWS, STT, CCC and private landowners. The 

draft Plan identifies vehicle access on public roads and internal 4WD roads, including parts of 

Ironcliffe Road, Dial Road and Dial Creek Road, as shown on the Vehicles Map in the Plan. 

Cookes Road access requires permission from private landowners and/or STT for vehicle access.    

It is acknowledged that there are inconsistent road standards in and around the Dial Range. Roads 

are maintained to different standards by the managing authorities, for example: 

- Council provides roads for public access to private properties, 

- STT manages roads access for production forestry operations, and   

- PWS provides roads for recreational uses (i.e. 4WD, horse riding, mountain bikes) as well 

as management operations (i.e. asset maintenance, fire trails).  

It is difficult to align the standards and maintenance regimes given the different management 

priorities of the authorities.   

Ironcliff Road appears on many maps to extend from the Penguin township through to Cookes 

Road near Riana. However, in reality the section of road from Mt Duncan carpark to Cookes Road 

is not accessible. There is no production forestry or recreational purpose to maintain the road 

beyond Mt Duncan and it crosses private property where public road access cannot be authroised 

(unless acquired by a road authority). Reinstating a public access road from Penguin to Riana on 

Ironcliff Road is beyond the scope of this Recreation Plan. 



 

          Dial Range Recreation Management Plan – Draft 2021 
 

6 

The former Mt Montgomery Road is maintained as fire trail from Hardys Road to below the submit. 

Public vehicle access is not permitted as the access is shared with walkers and mountain bikes.  

Mount Montgomery submit may be accessed by the walking track.       

3.4 Mountain bike trails  
Mountain biking has become a popular activity in the Dial Range. Public comments received 

suggested more mountain bike trails could attract more visitors and economic benefits for the 

broader community. Comments also suggested more facilities for mountain bikes could be 

provided at trail heads including electric charging stations. Some comments differed on whether 

mountain bikes could safely share tracks with walkers or if single use mountain bike trails were 

preferred.   

The draft Plan provides for designed mountain bike trails and shared tracks including fire trails, 

vehicle tracks and designated shared walking tracks, as shown in Mountain Bike (Cycling) Map. 

Riders need to seek permission to cross private property when riding on Purtons Track at Bannon 

Park and Fabers Road, plus at the end of Iron Cliff Road before it becomes Cookes Road.    

The Plan recommends that a site plan be developed for the Mount Montgomery Road car park 

area. This site experiences the most use as an entry point for walkers and bike riders, plus the site 

is a junction between mountain bike trails from the CCMBC site and Dial Range. The additional 

facilities suggested in public comments maybe considered as part of any future development of this 

site.  

Cradle Coast Mountain Bike Club (CCMBC) has developed a Strategic Mountain Bike Plan 

outlining their trail network aspirations for the Dial Range. The Plan outlines a method for 

assessing potential new tracks and includes criteria to determine if a track is suitable for shared 

use by bikes and walkers. PWS will continue to work with CCMBC to develop their strategic plan, 

in accordance with guiding principles of the Plan. 

3.5 Signs 
Signs are an important part of recreation management; providing navigation aids, to encourage 

safe and considerate recreation, while discouraging unauthorised uses that pose a risk to others or 

the environment. The draft Plan recommended a Sign Plan be prepared as priority. Public 

comments received also highlight the need to improve signs in the Dial Range, as well as adjoining 

roads and townships.   

A Sign Plan is included in the final Plan as Appendix 3. The Plan includes signs in the Dial Range 

Recreation Management Plan area. The sign plan does not include adjoining roads or townships 

as these are beyond the scope of the Plan.  

3.6 Maps 
Public comments requested some changes to the maps in the draft Plan. The changes 

recommended clarifying the use at some sites including private property boundaries and 

single/multi use areas. These amendments have been made to the draft maps and included in the 

Final Plan.  
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3.7 Biodiversity  
Public submissions were received from Central North Field Naturalists members raising concerns 

about biodiversity management and baseline natural values data. The concerns relate to recreation 

plan being prepared before an agreed strategy to conserve the natural values, and that a 

conservation strategy would require a better understanding of biodiversity in the area. The 

members also highlight that their main recreational activity of studying and appreciating natural 

values is not listed in the Plan.  

It is acknowledged that conservation of natural and cultural is the main aim of the Plan and reserve 

management. The Plan does provide an outline of known natural values in the Dial Range as well 

as cultural, historic, scenic and social values.  There is a knowledge base of the values in the area 

from which the recreation Plan has been developed.  

The work of Field Naturalist, Friends of Groups and citizen science initiatives are recreational 

activities that contribute to documenting and understanding natural areas. Although there is nothing 

in the Plan preventing these activities, it is agreed that the recreation was omitted from the Plan. 

The Final Plan includes these activities and recognises their beneficial role in adding the 

knowledge base and understanding of the Dial Range.  

3.8 Other comments     
A public submission received questioned why the Plan did not include bushfire management. PWS 

manage bushfire at a State-wide level. A good overview of bushfire management is provided on 

the PWS website and includes bushfire risk planning and planned burns.  Bushfire management is 

not included in this Plan as it is not recreation. Fire planning is undertaken in Bushfire 

Management, Protection and Burn Plans.   

Another public submission was received from Sustainable Timber Tasmania (STT) recommending 

the Plan acknowledges that primary purpose of Permanent Timber Production Zone (PTPZ) is for 

production forestry. PTPZ land may be part of the general recreation area in the Dial Range, 

however, access will change with harvesting operations.   
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4 Recommendations 

From the summary of topics raised in the public submission received, the following 

recommendations for the Final Plan are provided: 

 

Table 2: Recommendations for Final Plan by topic   

Topics Action  Description Section.  

Dogs  No change Dog access can not be authorised in State Reserves and 
considered unsafe to invite inexperienced individuals into 
self-reliant recreation areas.   

 

 

Roads No change Road access is an important topic for many in the 
community. However, it is beyond the scope fo this 
recreation plan to be able to authorise public road 
development across multiple land tenures.  

 

 

Mountain bike 
trails 

No change Mountain bike trails are an established use in the Dial Range 
with the potential for more trails that are compatible with the 
natural cultural values of the Dial Range. It is considered that 
the Plan provides for the suggestions raised in public 
submissions.  

 

 

Signs Sign Plan The Final Plan includes a Sign Plan for the Dial Range. The 
sign plan aims to improve information about authorised and 
unauthored activities at entry points to the area, plus improve 
wayfinding signs within the Dial Range.  

 

Appendix 3 

Maps Updated Maps Each of the Permitted recreation use maps and overall 
Recreation Map has been updated in the Final Plan, 
following recommendations in public submissions and 
internal review.   

 

Figures 2, 3, & 4 

Appendix 2 

Biodiversity Add Use Study and appreciation of nature. 

The study and appreciation of nature is a recreational activity 
undertaken by amateurs and experts, as individuals or as 
part of groups including Field Naturalists, Friends of groups 
and citizen science initiatives. The activity requires 
participants to leave established walking tracks and roam 
across rough an unfamiliar terrain. The information about 
natural species maybe shared with the group and/or 
recorded in publicly available data sets. The information 
gathered and shared increases the knowledge base to 
inform and influence conservation management.    

In frequent group activities will require an authority for 
individual events. Where supported, authorities are issued in 
accordance with the NPRM Regs and the PWS Group 
Activities and Events Policy. Groups may also consider 
arranging an ‘On-going Activity Agreement’ for regular 
events in the Dial Range.      

 

Recreational 
Activities 4.1  

Bushfire 

No change 

The purpose of this Plan is recreation management. Bushfire 
planning and management is undertaken by PWS through a 
state-wide approach. Further inftiaon can be found at 
https://parks.tas.gov.au/about-us/fire-management  

 

https://parks.tas.gov.au/about-us/fire-management
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Forestry Amended Sustainable Timber Tasmania  

SST is responsible for PTPZ land in the Dial Range at 
Lobster Creek and Mt Duncan areas. FPPF land could be 
converted back to PTPZ land in the future. PTPF land is 
managed for the purpose of production forestry. Current 
access arrangements may change with forestry operations 
and land tenure changes in the future.  PWS and STT 
currently share management of Mt Duncan walking track, 
Iron Cliff Road and motor cross lease boundary. MOUs, or 
partnership agreements, will be considered where there is 
mutual agreement there is a benefit in their development.  

 

5.7 Coordinated 
management 
and partnerships 

 

 



 

          Dial Range Recreation Management Plan – Draft 2021 
 

10 

Appendix 1 – List of  Submissions 

 

Number Date Organisation, Business  Name 

1 13/10/2021 

 

Gillian Unicomb 

2 15/10/2021 

 

Daniel Harris  

3 22/10/2021 Northwest Walking Club Greig Clark 

4 2/11/2021 Mt Gnomon Farm Guy Robertson  

5 5/11/2021 Gleneagle Kevin Brown 

6 6/11/2021 

 

Ian Pickford 

7 6/11/2021 

 

Ben Hisutt 

8 6/11/2021 

 

Bronwyn Cook 

9 7/11/2021 Central North Field Naturalists Inc. Peter Lawrence  

10 7/11/2021 

 

Magellan Dudley  

11 7/11/2021 

 

Dale Clarke 

12 8/11/2021 

 

Patricia Ellison 

13 8/11/2021 

 

Julie Devery 

14 8/11/2021 

 

Kathleen Fraser 

15 9/11/2021 

 

Bronson rogers 

16 9/11/2021 Sustainable Timber Tasmania  Dean Tuson 

17 9/11/2021 

 

Rebecca Redman 

18 9/11/2021 

 

Susan McLeod 

19 10/11/2021 

 

Sophie 

20 10/11/2021 Friends of Leven Peter Stronach 

21 10/11/2021 

 

Anthony Ling 

22 10/11/2021 Cradle Coast Mountain Bike Club Chris Fletcher 

23 12/11/2021 

 

Hugh Hiscutt 
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