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Where can I light a campfire?  

Campfires may only be lit in areas where signage 

indicates they are permitted. Campfires may only be lit in 

national parks, reserves and Crown land for the purpose 

of cooking or warmth associated with camping.   

Where allowed, campfires must be at least three metres 

away from overhanging branches, stumps, logs, trees, leaf 

litter and other flammable materials and should not be lit 

on peat soils or grassed sand dunes; fires must not be 

larger than one metre by one metre with flame height 

under one and a half metres. 

There must be a water source of at least 10 litres for 

firefighting close by the fire. 

How do I extinguish my campfire 

properly? 

A fire should not be left unattended unless it is completely 

extinguished. When temperatures rise and the wind 

increases, campfires can reignite and cause dangerous 

bushfires. 

Use water to make sure your fire is completely 

extinguished. Do not use soil. Fires can still smoulder 

under soil and can remain hot for hours. Remember, if 

your campfire is cool to touch, it is safe to leave. 

SOAK IT. STIR IT. SOAK IT AGAIN. 

What is a Fuel Stove Only  

(FSO) area? 

The entire Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area 

(TWWHA) and some national parks are declared Fuel 

Stove Only (FSO) areas to protect natural, cultural and 

heritage values. Fires are totally banned in FSO areas. 

On-site signage will indicate FSO areas. In these areas 

the following are permitted to be used with caution: 

• gas stoves and gas barbeques 

• liquid fuel stoves using shellite and methylated spirits 

• on remote bushwalking tracks and routes liquid fuel 

stoves can be used in accordance with Leave No 

Trace principles, provided a container of water is at 

hand for firefighting. 

On days of Total Fire Ban all outdoor fires are banned 

except electric stoves and barbeques and gas barbeques. 

Barbeques and portable stoves using liquid fuel (Trangias 

etc.) are also banned. 

When are national parks, reserves 

and Crown land fire restrictions 

imposed?  

Generally, fire restrictions are declared during the months 

of November until March.  

Fire restrictions in national parks and reserves will often 

be implemented when the Tasmania Fire Service declares 

the Fire Permit Period due to elevated fire risk.  

Why are national park, reserves 

and Crown land fire restrictions 

imposed? 

The priority of the Parks and Wildlife Service is community 

and visitor safety. Fire restrictions are declared when there 

is elevated soil dryness and conditions that may cause 

campfires to escape.  

What does this mean for my 

camping experience? 

While restrictions are in place, campfires, pot stoves and 

any fuel stove that burns coal, wood or plant material are 

NOT permitted as sparks, embers and disposal of ash can 

provide an ignition source. 

However, provided the ground is cleared for three metres 

around the stove, and there is a water source of at least 

10 litres for firefighting, the following are permitted to be 

used with caution: 

• Gas stoves and gas barbecues 

• Liquid fuel stoves using shellite and methylated spirits 
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What is the difference between 

national park, reserve and Crown 

land fire restrictions and a Total 

Fire Ban? 

Under the National Parks and Reserve Management 

Regulations 2019 the Parks and Wildlife Service can 

declare fire restrictions on land under its management for 

any period of time, generally during the months of 

November until March. 

The Tasmania Fire Service may declare a Total Fire Ban 

(TFB) on days when the danger of fire is extremely high 

and when fires would be expected to develop rapidly and 

be difficult to control.   

On days of Total Fire Ban, ALL outdoor fires are banned 

except electric stoves and barbeques, and gas stoves and 

barbeques provided they are cleared of flammable 

material for at least one metre. Liquid fuel stoves using 

shellite and methylated spirits are NOT permitted. 

Days of Total Fire Ban are advertised in daily newspapers, 

on television and radio and on the Tasmania Fire Service 

website: www.fire.tas.gov.au. 

In an emergency dial triple zero 000 

Or if a Teletype (TTY) user call 106 

 

 


