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Project context 
 
1.1 Background 

Cockle Creek at Recherche Bay lies at the southern-most point by road in Tasmania, approximately 130 

kilometres southwest of Hobart, and 43 kilometres south of Dover. 

The Cockle Creek Precinct is part of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA) and consists 

of two reserves - the Southwest National Park (NP) and the Recherche Bay Nature Recreation Area (NRA). 

The Recherche Bay NRA was incorporated into the TWWHA in a 2013 minor boundary extension. For the 

purposes of this project, the extent of the Cockle Creek Precinct is shown in Map 1.1 and includes the Visitor 

Services Zone and Recreation Zone. However, the primary focus of the site planning is the existing day use 

and camping areas. 

The Precinct has a range of values related to its significant Aboriginal heritage, historic heritage1, high 

degree of biophysical naturalness, scenic beauty, social value and the tourism and recreational appeal of 

visiting and staying within the area. 

During the summer months and public holidays, the population increases dramatically with the influx of 

campers, fishers and day visitors. In recent years, there has been a noticeable increase in visitors consistent 

with the general trend being experienced in other natural area destinations within the State. Map 1.1 shows 

there are six dedicated camping areas located within the Precinct; five within the NRA and one within the 

NP. Only basic facilities are provided at the camping areas – toilets, cleared camping sites and rain water 

tanks (at two areas). There are no fees (other than a park entry pass if entering the NP). There is no rubbish 

collection or other services. 

Anecdotal evidence and a visitor survey conducted in 20082 indicated that visitors, including both day and 

long-term, to the NRA enjoy the informal, natural feel of the camping, fishing, and beach access. Whilst 

visitors to the NP enjoy the seclusion, nature experience, single and multi-day walks, and natural and cultural 

interpretation. 

  

                                                      
1 History of whaling, coal mining, fishing, boatbuilding, agriculture and timber harvesting has occurred within the wider Cockle Creek area. 
2 PWS conducted a survey of visitors at Cockle Creek and Recherche Bay and received 100 replies including six responses from 
organisations/agencies 
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Cockle Creek is also the start or end point for one of Tasmania’s great bushwalks, the 6-8 day South Coast 

Track. It is also the entry into the Southwest National Park with the popular mix of short walks including a 

walk to the Bronze Whale Sculpture (10 minutes return), Fishers Point Navigation Light and Pilot Station (2 

hours return) and South Cape Bay (4 hours return). South Cape Bay is also a popular location for surfing 

when good swell conditions prevail. 

The Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) has commenced a planning process to effectively manage 

or upgrade the visitor facilities within the precinct.  

PWS have identified a range of site management issues within the precinct including: 

• high visitation growth (especially during November to April) with poor quality and ageing visitor 

infrastructure 

• the need for improved flow of visitors throughout the site, including traffic and parking management, 

access to walking tracks, day use areas, and location of information and shelters, for campers, 

bushwalkers and day users 

• a recognition that the camping areas could be managed on a more sustainable basis to protect 

natural and cultural values, and to cater better for the range of different campers (e.g. tents, 

campervans, caravans, trailers and boats) and needs (e.g. short stays, longer stays) 

• the need for improved signage, interpretation and information for visitors 

• anti-social behaviour (e.g. vandalism, theft, destruction of vegetation, dumping waste, illegal 

campfires) and conflicts between different users 

• potential effects of climate change including expected sea rises and increased coastal hazards in the 

long term (i.e. coastal inundation) 

• ongoing land management issues including weed management and fire management. 
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1.2 PURPOSE OF PROJECT 

Against this background, PWS commissioned Inspiring Place to prepare site concept plans for Cockle Creek 

Precinct, focusing on the existing camping areas and day visitor arrival area. The site plans are a critical step 

towards resolving environmental issues and supporting the PWS to improve the visitor experience in the 

area.  

The desired outcomes for the project are: 

Southwest National Park 

• Create a distinctive gateway for the TWWHA / South West National Park and recognition of it being 

the southern-most point for visitor access. 

• Improve the flow of visitors throughout the site, including upgraded visitor infrastructure and services. 

• Manage the camping area on a sustainable capacity basis. 

• Improve amenities and infrastructure to cater for South Coast Track walkers. 

• Cater for anticipated visitor growth and tourism opportunities over the next 30 years. 

Recherche Bay Nature Recreation Area  

• Manage the camping areas on a sustainable basis to better cater for the spectrum of campers and 

day visitor needs. 

• Improve access to camping areas and day use sites. 

• Upgrade toilet and water infrastructure at the camping areas. 

• Provide better parking to cater for the users and campers at Catamaran boat ramp. 

• Cater for anticipated visitor growth and tourism opportunities over the next 30 years. 

In addition, the project will identify priorities and staging of works over the short, moderate and long term. 

Funding for the implementation of this site plan has been provided through the State Governments ‘Improved 

Statewide Visitor Infrastructure’ funding commitment. 
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1.3 CONTEXT 

This section briefly reviews the overarching vision, objectives and legislation (Section 1.3.1); trends in 

visitation and the likely increase in visitation in coming years (Section 1.3.2); and the key findings from 

previous reports undertaken within the Cockle Creek Precinct (Section 1.3.3). It also describes the visitor 

facilities within the precinct (Section 1.3.4) and discusses the implications for future site planning arising from 

these considerations (Section 1.3.5). 

1.3.1 Overarching Vision, Objectives and Legislation 

The key legislation and statutes governing the management of natural and cultural values on reserved land 

in Tasmania includes: 

• the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the EPBC) 

• the National Parks and Reserve Management Act 2002, Nature Conservation Act 2002, Threatened 

Species Protection Act 1995; Weed Management Act 1999, State Coastal Policy, Aboriginal 

Heritage Act 1975 and Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995. 

This Cockle Creek Precinct Site Plan is a non-statutory subsidiary plan under the Tasmanian Wilderness 

World Heritage Area Management Plan 2016 (TWWHAMP), which is the statutory management plan for the 

area. This Precinct Site Plan is compliant with the relevant provisions of the TWWHAMP, and where 

appropriate builds on these. 

The Guiding Vision for management for the TWWHA, in line with the UNESCO World Heritage Convention 

(Articles 4 & 5), is to:  

“Identify, protect, conserve, present and, if appropriate, to rehabilitate, the World Heritage, National Heritage 

and other natural and cultural values of the TWWHA, and to transmit that heritage to future generations in as 

good or better condition than at present” 

The TWWHA is recognised as having both natural and cultural heritage of Outstanding Universal Value 

(OUV). OUV is defined in the Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage 

Convention, as “cultural or heritage significance which is so exceptional as to transcend national boundaries 

and to be of common importance for present and future generations of humanity”.  

The overarching objectives of management (TWWHAMP, p.34) are:  
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Cultural Values 

• To develop and implement a joint management arrangement that ensures the strategies and actions 

for identification, protection, conservation and presentation of the World Heritage and other values of 

the TWWHA are developed in partnership with Tasmanian Aboriginal people. 

• To understand the TWWHA as an Aboriginal cultural landscape, reflecting its long occupation, as a 

foundation for management of its cultural values. 

• To identify, protect, conserve and restore cultural values in the TWWHA. 

Natural Values 

• To identify, protect, conserve and restore natural biological and geological diversity and processes in 

the TWWHA. 

• To protect and conserve the natural landscapes of the TWWHA, particularly in areas of exceptional 

natural beauty, and aesthetic and cultural importance.  

Presentation 

• To provide a diversity of visitor experiences in a manner that is consistent with the conservation of 

natural and cultural values. 

Community Engagement 

• To promote and facilitate the role of the TWWHA as an integral and valued component of the social, 

environmental and economic wellbeing of the international, national and Tasmanian communities, 

and to involve these communities in its management.  

Monitoring and Evaluation 

• To support the delivery of an informed, effective and transparent adaptive management regime for 

the TWWHA.  

The Southwest National Park was declared a Fuel Stove Only Area (FSOA) in 1998 as part of the entire 

TWWHA listing as FSOA, meaning that campfires cannot be used within the Park. The Recherche Bay 

Nature Recreation Area was incorporated into the TWWHA in the 2013 boundary extension, and as such is 

in a period of transition to FSOA, with designated fireplaces being considered pending the outcome of a 

future review and consultation. 

Dog walking is allowed in the designated dog-exercising areas of the Recherche Bay Nature Recreation 

Area (TWWHAMP Table of Use, pg. 78). 
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The precinct consists of two TWWHAMP management zones, the Visitor Services Zone and Recreation 

Zone (Refer to Map 1.1). Use and development within the zones is guided by the Table of Use in the 

TWWHAMP (pg. 77-80). 

Visitor Services Zone 

The Visitor Services Zone (VSZ), has been applied to the coast of Rocky Bay within both the Southwest 

National Park and Recherche Bay Nature Recreation Area of the precinct. The area covered by the precinct 

Site Plan within the Southwest National Park is entirely zoned Visitor Services. There is also a section of 

VSZ located at the north of Pigsties Bay within the broader precinct. The zone, as defined in the 

TWWHAMP, is generally an area that provides, or is anticipated to provide, the highest level of developed 

visitor facilities, for the majority of visitors to experience the TWWHA.  

The Visitor Services Zone aims to (TWWHAMP, pg. 61):  

• enable all visitors to experience and enjoy the values of the TWWHA, by providing and allowing for a 

range of quality services and facilities. 

• provide a principal focus for necessary visitor and management services, facilities and infrastructure. 

• provide high levels of access and cater for high visitor numbers. 

• maintain, as far as possible, the natural setting and cultural integrity. 

• minimise the environmental and social impacts of facilities and visitor use. 

Recreation Zone 

The Recreation Zone (RZ) consists of the remaining areas within the Recherche Bay Nature Recreation Area 

that are not zoned Visitor Services. This precinct site plan does not inlcude land zoned Recreation within the 

Southwest National Park. 

The Recreation Zone aims to: 

• provide a range of recreational experiences for more suitably equipped and prepared people in 

moderately challenging and largely natural settings. 

• enable relatively high levels of active day and overnight recreation, without significant impact on 

natural or cultural values. 

• provide a location for site-appropriate management infrastructure, such as bushwalker huts, 

sensitive and high-quality commercial infrastructure, and infrastructure that is managed by others 

and used by the general public. 
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• allow for a variety of access and opportunities including the use and maintenance of roads, vehicular 

tracks and associated infrastructure. 

The TWWHA Management Plan 2016 provides for overnight camping in both the Visitor Services Zone (in 

designated areas only) and within the Recreation Zone.  

The National Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002 lists the objectives for management of National 

Parks and Nature Recreation Areas, including protecting natural, biological and geological diversity, 

maintenance of water quality, as well as encouraging and providing for recreational use and enjoyment 

consistent with the conservation of the national park’s natural and cultural values. In addition, the purpose of 

reservation for a National Park is the protection and maintenance of the natural and cultural values of the 

area of land, while providing for ecologically sustainable recreation consistent with conserving those values. 

The purpose of reservation for a Nature Recreation Area is public recreation and education consistent with 

conserving the natural and cultural values of the area of land. These objectives, which align with the 

TWWHAMP objectives, also apply here. 

The Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBCA) is the 

Australian Government’s central piece of environmental legislation. It provides a legal framework to protect 

and manage nationally and internationally important flora, fauna, ecological communities and heritage places 

(including World Heritage properties) – defined in the EPBCA as matters of national environmental 

significance (MNES). The EPBCA includes provisions to enhance, conserve and present World Heritage 

values, and these also apply here. 

Development and Activity Assessment Process 

The Reserve Activity Assessment (RAA) process is the PWS assessment process for activities and 

developments on reserved land, that may have an impact on reserve values. The RAA process is the ‘tool’ 

for understanding, assessing and documenting: 

• an activity’s compliance with relevant legislation, policies and plans; 

• an activity’s environmental, cultural, social, and economic benefit and impact; 

• the actions to be taken to maximise benefits and minimise impacts; 

• whether an activity can be approved, approved with conditions, or not approved; and  

• whether a completed activity achieved its stated objectives. 

Depending on the scale and complexity of the proposed activity, the RAA may be available for public 

comment.  
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Proposed developments on reserved land may also be subject to the provisions of the Land Use Planning 

and Approvals Act 1993 (LUPAA) and the associated statutory assessment process administered by local 

Councils. Discretionary development applications under LUPAA are required to be publically advertised. 

As discussed above, proposed activites and developments may also be subject to assessment under the 

Commonwealth EPBC Act 1999, where nationally listed places or species may be impacted. Assessment 

under state legislation, such as the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975, and the Threatened Species Protection Act 

1995 may also be required. The RAA process requires an assessment against all relevant legislation. 

The State Governments Expression of Interest (EOI) process is administered through the Office of the 

Coordinator General. All developments and activities arising from the EOI process are required to be 

assessed through the standard PWS RAA and local government processes. This may include public 

consultation. Such proposals may also require Crown lease agreements. 

The EOI process has resulted in tourism proposals within the Cockle Creek Precinct. Such proposals are the 

subject of assessment processes separate to this site plan. 

1.3.2 Visitation to Cockle Creek 

The Tasmanian Visitor Survey (TVS)3 is based on an exit survey of 9000 visitors to Tasmania each year. 

Cockle Creek is listed as one of the places where visitors can indicate whether they passed through, stopped 

or stayed. Table 1.1 shows a 46.7% growth in visitation levels to Cockle Creek over the last four years. The 

growth has been largely in day visitors. The overnight visitors have fluctuated annually and possibly reflect 

the lack of any commercial accommodation provision when staying in the precinct.  

Table 1.1 Visitor Trends to Cockle Creek 2013-14 to 2016-17  
(Visitors 14 years and over during October- September) 

 

                                                      
3 Tasmanian Visitors Survey, http://www.tvsanalyser.com.au 
 

Number of international and 
interstate visitors 

Year 

2013-2014 

Year 

2014-2015 

Year 

2015-2016 

Year 

2016-2017 

Growth rate 
2013-14 to 
2016-17 

Passed through Cockle Creek 7143 9625 11840 14456 102.4% 

Passed stopped and looked around 
but did not stay overnight 

8981 7752 10958 12240 36.3% 

Stayed overnight 6067 4327 7093 5873 -3.2% 

Total Visitors 22191 21707 29892 32567 46.7% 

Average Numbers of Night Stayed  2.8 1.8 2.1 2.1  
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The TVS also provides information about a selected range of activities undertaken by visitors during their 

stay in Tasmania. The survey indicated a similar pattern to that of the total visitors to Tasmania, with 

increased participation in most activities undertaken by visitors in recent years. During 2016-2017 the survey 

indicated that visitors: 

• visiting national parks increased by 12.8% 

• undertaking bushwalks of less than 2 hours duration increased by 9.1% 

• undertaking bushwalks of 2-4 hours duration increased by 17.9% 

• undertaking bushwalks of over 4 hours but not overnight remained steady 

• undertaking bushwalks with overnights stays increased by 32.7%.  

These figures should be interpreted with caution as they reflect the activities of interstate and international 

visitors when visiting Tasmania, and are not specific to the local Tasmanian population who represent a 

significant portion of the total numbers of users of the camping areas, boat ramp and walking trails within the 

Cockle Creek Precinct. 

Whilst there is no recent local visitor survey information available for the precinct, the 2008 survey conducted 

by PWS suggested that survey respondents had noticed a significant increase in interstate and overseas 

visitors at Cockle Creek. Regular visits by PWS staff also support the view that visitation levels have 

increased over time. PWS visitation data from 2012-2013 indicates over 20,000 visitors a year to Cockle 

Creek with 56% of the visitors from mainland Australia, 37% from Tasmania and 7% from overseas. 

Tasmania is experiencing sustained growth in visitor numbers with 1.28 million visitors for the year ending 

September 2017, up 8% from the previous year. Growing visitor numbers are placing greater pressure on 

the existing visitor infrastructure and services at many natural destinations including Cradle Mountain, 

Freycinet, Bruny Island and Wellington Park. PWS are also observing increased spread of visitors to most 

other parks and reserves around the State, including the Cockle Creek Precinct.  

New TVS figures were released post the completion of this site plan for the period to March 2018. These 

results indicate a decline in visitation to the precinct area from the 2017 figures. However, the predictions for 

Tasmania is that tourism will continue to increase, and with the increased awareness of the precinct as the 

southern-most point in Australia, fantastic natural recreation activities, and interest in other attractions within 

the south of the state. It is very likely that visitation to the Cockle Creek Precinct will also continue to 

increase.  

The tourism industry expects continued visitor growth in the future. PWS could consider undertaking visitor 

surveys and photo monitoring of the camping sites throughout the year, to help monitor the levels of use and 

site impacts. 
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During late March and the Easter holidays in 2018, PWS conducted visitor surveys at each of the camping 

areas within the Cockle Creek Precinct. The surveys were designed for each of the individual camping areas 

and included questions regarding: 

• where the visitor lives 

• whether they were a camper, day visitor or shack owner/local resident 

• whether this was their first time to stay at the camping area 

• when was the last time they stayed at the camping area 

• how many nights they were intending to stay at the camping area 

• the activities they were undertaking whilst visiting the Cockle Creek Precinct 

• their agreement or not with the list of recommended actions for improving the camping area (Yes, No 

or Not Sure) 

• ranking of the three most important actions 

• adding any comments about improving the facilities, visitor experience and management of the 

camping area. 

A copy of the draft site plan for the individual camping areas was provided with the survey. A total of 66 

surveys were completed. The results of the surveys are provided in Attachment 1.  

The survey respondents indicated majority support for most of the recommended actions to improve the 

camping areas within the Cockle Creek Precinct.  

1.3.3 Review of Prior Reports 

The following reports were reviewed during the preparation of the precinct site plan: 

• Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service, Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area Management 

Plan 2016 

• Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service, Tasmanian Reserve Management Code of Practice 2003 

• Tasmanian, Parks and Wildlife Service, The Reserves Standards Framework 2002 

• Huon Valley Council Strategic Plan 2015-2025 

• Huon Valley Interim Planning Scheme 2015 
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• Tourism Industry Council Tasmania, Future Proofing Our Icons – Visitor Infrastructure  

Priorities 2017 

• Destination Southern Tasmania, Destination Management Plan Southern Tasmania January 2014 

• Far South Tasmania Tourism Development Strategy: For the region from Dover to Cockle Creek, 

October 2007  

• various internal PWS documents that include research and policy investigations regarding climate 

change and coastal hazards, archaeological and heritage studies, natural values and past draft site 

improvement plans. 

Table 1.2 briefly outlines the scope and findings of these reports and identifies key points of relevance to the 

preparation of the site plans within the precinct. 

Table 1.2 Review of Relevant Reports 

Report Brief Outline Relevance to Cockle Creek Precinct 
Site Plans 

Tasmanian Wilderness 
World Heritage Area 
Management Plan 2016 

The statutory management document to guide 
management within the TWWHA and provides 
links to a range of supporting documents 
including (but not limited to) PWS Fire 
Management Policy 2014, PWS Southern 
Region Strategic Fire Management Plan and 
Reserve Activity Assessment and Walking 
Track Management Strategy Tasmanian 
National Parks and Reserves. 

Map 16 of the TWWHA Management Plan 
2016 shows the management zones for the 
site plan area. The area around Rocky Bay (in 
both the NRA and NP) is zoned Visitor 
Services. The remaining area within the 
precinct is zoned Recreation. The NRA 
became part of TWWHA in the 2013 boundary 
extension. Section 8 of the management plan 
states that “the TWWHA is a Fuel Stove Only 
Area, except where designated fireplaces have 
been provided. And includes a management 
action to “review the provision of designated 
fireplaces across the TWWHA, particularly 
within the 2013 extension”. 

Table of Use in TWWHA Management Plan 
2016 permits dogs in the designated dog-
exercising areas of the Recherche Bay Nature 
Recreation Area. Section The TWWHA is fuel 
stove only except where a fireplace area has 
been designated. Cockle Creek and 
Recherche Bay area are listed as a major 
historic heritage theme under Section 8.4 
Historic Heritage in the TWWHA Management 
Plan 2016. 

Tasmanian Reserve 
Management Code of 
Practice 2003 

The Code of Practice document was 
developed to cover all environmental practices 
in reserves as a commitment under the 
Tasmanian Regional Forest Agreement (RFA). 
The code specifies appropriate standards and 
practices for new activities in any land-based 
reserves that were assessed and approved 
through reserve planning processes (which 
includes reserves managed under the National 
Parks and Reserves Management Act 2002). 

The code provides guidance for the precinct by 
setting out principles of natural and cultural 
heritage management and for reserve 
management. It also provides processes for 
activity assessment. It outlines guidelines for 
looking after reserve values, protecting 
reserves, visitor services and infrastructure, 
and recreational codes of conduct. 
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Table 1.2 cont. 

Report Brief Outline Relevance to Cockle Creek Precinct 
Site Plans 

Tasmanian, Parks and 
Wildlife Service, The 
Reserves Standards 
Framework, 2002 

The document seeks to provide a unifying 
framework to strategically direct the PWS in 
their provision and maintenance of services 
across the parks and reserves. It covers risk 
management, visitor management, finance 
management and resources allocation. 

All campsites classified as Easy Access 
Camping (Mid) allowing for easily accessible 
campsites with a family group and/or friends. 
Day use areas in the NP are classified as Day 
Use Comfort (Mid), designed for stopover or 
day visitors. Day use areas in the NRA are 
classified as Day Use Get Away (Basic), 
designed for the visitor after a more natural 
experience.  

Huon Valley Council 
Strategic Plan 2015-2025 

The Plan outlines the Council’s strategic 
direction for the next 10 years and how 
Council works with and within the community 
to deliver the governance and services that will 
achieve community objectives and priorities. It 
lists eight future directions, one that is based 
around ‘care for our environment’. 

Whilst the Council does not have a land 
manager role in the NP or NRA, the Plan 
broadly indicates Council’s desire to support “a 
natural and developed environment that is 
managed for sustainability and beneficial use”. 
It also indicates that Council’s “strategic stance 
is to actively, and through regulation, protect 
and manage the natural environment for 
sustainable passive and active beneficial use 
by the community and visitors.” 

Huon Valley Interim 
Planning Scheme 2015 

The NP and NRA are zoned Environment 
Management with the zone purpose 
statements being: 

to provide for the protection, conservation and 
management of areas with significant 
ecological, scientific, cultural or aesthetic 
value, or with a significant likelihood of risk 
from a natural hazard; 

to only allow for complementary use or 
development where consistent with any 
strategies for protection and management; 

to facilitate passive recreational opportunities 
which are consistent with the protection of 
natural values in bushland and foreshore 
areas; 

to recognise and protect highly significant 
natural values on private land; and  

to protect natural values in undeveloped areas 
of the coast. 

All permitted uses within the Zone are 
dependent upon a reserve management plan 
being applied. The discretionary uses are 
limited and subject to qualifications. 

 

Tourism Industry Council 
Tasmania, Future Proofing 
Our Icons – Visitor 
Infrastructure Priorities 
2017 

Visitor growth is putting pressure on the 
existing infrastructure at key visitor 
destinations, including National Parks, 
Reserves and WHA’s. The report identifies 16 
priority visitor infrastructure projects in the 
State, one of which is the Southern gateway to 
the TWWHA (Cockle Creek). 

The recommended investments include 
upgrading the camp ground facilities and 
tracks, improved signage and interpretation to 
enhance arrival experiences and resolving 
issues regarding road tenure and upgrading of 
access to Cockle Creek. 

  

http://www.iplan.tas.gov.au/pages/plan/book.aspx?exhibit=huoips
http://www.iplan.tas.gov.au/pages/plan/book.aspx?exhibit=huoips
http://www.iplan.tas.gov.au/pages/plan/book.aspx?exhibit=huoips
http://www.iplan.tas.gov.au/pages/plan/book.aspx?exhibit=huoips
http://www.iplan.tas.gov.au/pages/plan/book.aspx?exhibit=huoips
http://www.iplan.tas.gov.au/pages/plan/book.aspx?exhibit=huoips
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Table 1.2 cont. 

Report Brief Outline Relevance to Cockle Creek Precinct 
Site Plans 

Destination Southern 
Tasmania, Destination 
Management Plan 
Southern Tasmania 
January 2014 

The Destination Management Plan (DMP) 
establishes a framework to facilitate the 
continual management of the destination using 
a flexible, holistic and systematic approach. 
The Plan was intended to support private 
investment, service delivery and public 
infrastructure investment to enable an 
increased contribution by tourism to the 
Southern Tasmanian economy.  

The Plan indicated that a sustainable natural 
environment and ecosystems required 
respectful, sensitive use and protection to 
ensure a sustainable resource. “Nature is both 
the backdrop and a primary motivation for 
some of Tasmania’s most appealing visitor 
experiences. It is also a core component of the 
State’s tourism brand. It has the capacity to 
generate a powerful connection between 
people and place.”  

The Plan provides a policy framework for the 
regional destination of Southern Tasmania and 
does not identify or recommend specific 
proposals for the precinct. 

SEMF, Far South 
Tasmania Tourism 
Development Strategy: 
For the region from Dover 
to Cockle Creek, October 
2007 

The Strategy provides an assessment profile, 
SWOT analysis, recommended strategies and 
assessment of infrastructure. The Plan refers 
to change and the Far South residents view 
that they do not want to see further 
development that compromises their lifestyle 
or the natural and cultural attributes that make 
the area special. The Plan indicates the need 
to have a shared vision to ensure the region 
maintains and enhances its strong cultural 
identity. 

The Strategy refers to several priorities 
associated with the precinct, including: 

• Investigating the potential for further 
development of the South Coast Track 

• Opportunities for water-based 
interpretation of the region’s rich natural 
and cultural heritage 

• Low impact sustainable visitor 
experiences based on the ‘French 
Connection’ 

• Future upgrading of the primary road to 
Cockle Creek 

• New open space facilities including picnic 
facilities, public toilets and signage 

• Small-scale local events 

• Improvements to Cockle Creek roads and 
bridge 

• Upgrading the water supplies to Cockle 
Creek camping areas 

• Review of camping areas at Cockle 
Creek  

Various internal PWS 
documents 

Climate Change Reports 

Sharples, C. Indicative Mapping of Tasmanian 
Coastal Vulnerability to Climate Change and 
Sea-Level Rise: Explanatory Report 2006 

DPIPWE Climate Change and Coastal Asset 
Vulnerability 2008 

Page L and Thorp V. Tasmanian Coastal 
Works Manual: A best practice management 
guide for changing coastlines 2010 

DPIPWE Coastal Hazards Policy 2014 

The List Map, Online Tasmania Property 
Report  

These reports indicate that the foreshore is 
vulnerable to climate change with the most 
vulnerable locations including all the camping 
areas other than Catamaran camping area and 
boat ramp. The projections for 2050 indicate 
that the current road access south of Ryans 
Point (includes Gilham’s and Finn’s camping 
areas), from Cockle Creek to the bridge 
(includes Cockle Creek and Ramsgate 
camping areas) and within the NP to the whale 
sculpture (includes Boltons Green camping 
area) will be inundated. By 2100 the 
inundation would have extended further inland 
along these coastal areas. This will have major 
impacts for gaining access to the NP and 
existing visitor facilities and services. 
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Table 1.2 cont. 

Report Brief Outline Relevance to Cockle Creek Precinct 
Site Plans 

Heritage Reports 

 

Kostoglou P. Cockle Creek Visitor Services 
Site – A survey of historic heritage values. 
1992 (unpublished) 

Kostoglou P. Shore Based Whaling in 
Tasmania Archaeological Research Project 
– Volume 1 Industry Overview and 
Recommendations 1995 (unpublished) 

Heritage Tasmania Historic Heritage 
Assessment Report: 1793 D’Entrecasteaux 
Visit, Shore Based Whaling and Timber- 
Getting in the Cockle Creek East and Rocky 
Bay area of Recherche Bay, Far South 
Tasmania. 2005 

Aboriginal sites exist within the Cockle Creek 
Precinct, mostly middens within the beach 
margins. The Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975 
protects all Aboriginal sites and artefacts, and 
requires Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania to be 
notified if Aboriginal Cultural Heritage material is 
found so that an assessment can be made and 
appropriate action taken. 

Considerable research has been undertaken into 
European history within the Recherche Bay and 
Cockle Creek areas including early exploration, 
whaling, timber harvesting, coal mining and 
human settlement. There are no significant 
historic sites identified within the existing 
camping areas. The Cockle Creek Cemetery site 
sits just to the north of Ramsgate camping area 
and any remnants of the Cockle Creek sawmill 
have not been located within the camping area. 
All the known sites for the 1793 D’Entrecasteaux 
visit (French explorers) and whaling activity sites 
are outside of the camping areas. 

The Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995 requires 
a permit for any works to a heritage listed place 
or heritage area identified and listed on the 
Tasmanian Heritage Register. 

Other Reports Sharples, C. Cockle Creek Visitor Service 
Site: Earth Sciences Survey, DPWH. 1992 

PWS Draft Cockle Creek - Recherche Bay 
Site Plan 1994 (unpublished) 

Driessen M and Comfort M. A Preliminary 
Survey of Mammals at Cockle Creek 1997 

The geology, geomorphology and hazard risks 
are covered within the Earth Sciences Survey. 
The Quaternary sands along the foreshore and 
Cockle Creek sandspit are particularly 
susceptible to natural current and wave 
erosion, development impact and wind 
erosion. 

The 1992 Draft Site Plan provides insight into 
the management issues and ideas for 
improving the layout and management of the 
camping areas within the precinct. It also 
provides a design concept for upgrading the 
visitor arrival facilities within the NP. The site 
management issues identified in the report 
continue to be evident today. 
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1.3.4 Existing Visitor Infrastructure and Facilities  

Table 1.3 lists the existing visitor facilities within the Cockle Creek Precinct. 

Table 1.3 Existing Visitor Facilities 

Site Facilities 

Gilhams camping area Camping areas (undesignated camp sites), toilets (2), water tank, informal parking along Cockle 
Creek Road for day use, informal tracks to beach 

Finns camping area Camping areas (undesignated camp sites), toilet, informal parking along Cockle Creek Road for 
day use, informal tracks to beach 

Catamaran camping/boat 
ramp area 

Camping areas (undesignated camp sites), toilet, boat launching ramp, trailer parking 

Ramsgate camping area  Camping areas (undesignated camp sites), toilets (2), informal parking along Cockle Creek Road 
for day use, informal tracks to beach 

Cockle Creek camping area Camping areas (undesignated camp sites), toilets (2), formal parking along Cockle Creek Road 
for day use, informal tracks to beach, steps to river foreshore 

National Park entry Visitor information building, volunteer caretakers accommodation, toilet, picnic tables (3), formal 
parking areas (day use and long term for bushwalkers), water supply, Telstra phone booth, 
visitor information and interpretation, walker registration booth (South Coast Track), display of 
local heritage, informal tracks to beach  

Boltons Green camping area Camping areas (undesignated camp sites), toilet, some small informal car park for tent camping, 
informal tracks to beach 

Whale sculpture Formal parking area, track leading to Whale Sculpture and Fishers Point 

 
The following regulations currently apply to camping in the Recherche Bay Nature Recreation Area: 

• one month maximum stay 

• Park Entry Pass if entering the national park 

• campfires are permitted4  

• dogs permitted (under effective control) 

• generators are permitted 

The following regulations currently apply to camping in the Southwest National Park (i.e. Boltons Green 

camping area): 

• one month maximum stay 

• National Park Entry Pass 

• camps are not to be left unattended overnight 

                                                      
4 Prior to 2013, the NRA was not within the TWWHA and no fire restrictions applied.  The TWWHA MP 2016 Plan dictates the need to 
designate fireplace areas. 
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• no fires (Fuel Stove Only Area) 

• no dogs 

• no generators. 

In addition, chainsaws are not to be taken or used within the NP and NRA unless authority is granted by the 

PWS.  

1.3.5 Summary of Values 

The TWWHA is recognised under the World Heritage Convention as having both natural and cultural 

heritage of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV). This recognition is based on the TWWHA meeting the four 

natural criteria and three cultural criteria, conditions of integrity and authenticity and the application of a 

robust system of protection and management, as defined in the Operational Guidelines for the 

implementation of the World Heritage Convention. It is one of only two World Heritage properties that meet 

this many listing criteria.  

The TWWHA is one of the Southern Hemisphere’s largest temperate wilderness areas. It covers almost a 

quarter of Tasmania and encompasses more than 1.58 million hectares. 

The listed cultural values of the TWWHA belong to, and are part of the cultural heritage of Tasmanian 

Aboriginal people. For Tasmanian Aboriginal people, the landscape, seascape and skyscape of the TWWHA 

have deep spiritual meaning and significance.  

The South East Tasmania Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) represents the local Aboriginal community 

interests in the Cockle Creek precinct. Engagement with SETAC reinforced the significance of the precinct to 

the Aboriginal community – both in regards to Aboriginal heritage, but also as a place that continues to be 

valued and visited by the community – and where they see a range of opportunities for the community in the 

future (social, spiritual and economic opportunities). 

SETAC expressed a desire for the community to play a more active role in the management, interpretation, 

and presentation of the land and sea within the precinct – and the TWWHA more broadly. This is consistent 

with the intent of the TWWHA Management Plan 2016, which provides for the development of a joint 

management governance arrangement for the TWWHA, and the development of policies and programs to 

provide opportunities for the Aboriginal community to be involved in the management of the TWWHA. These 

broader governance and policy arrangements are beyond the scope of the current plan. 

The TWWHA’s natural values include estuaries, wild rivers, lakes, dramatic and varied scenery, karst 

landscapes, rainforests, tall eucalypt forests, moorlands, glacial and periglacial features, patterned mires and 

alpine vegetation. The TWWHA provides secure habitat for the conservation of biodiversity, including many 

threatened species, and its extent and integrity allow for ongoing ecological and biological processes. The 

landscape contains within it outstanding examples of major stages of the earth’s geological history including 
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significant ongoing geological processes. The natural values are enriched by the extraordinary cultural 

achievement of Aboriginal people’s long occupation of Tasmania.  

A review of available background reports, research information and site visits indicates that the values of the 

Cockle Creek Precinct can be summarised as: 

• Tasmanian Aboriginal people having a strong association with Recherche Bay for thousands of 

years and the place continues to have significance for the Aboriginal community.  

• a range of natural values (e.g. landform, flora, fauna) that enhance the visitor experience of being a 

gateway to Southwest National Park, and recognition of it being the southern-most point for visitor 

access in Tasmania; 

• the historic heritage of various sites within the precinct relating to early exploration (including cultural 

exchange between Tasmanian Aboriginal people and French explorers), whaling, coal mining, 

sawmilling activities, ship-building, fishing and settlement. It is acknowledged that whilst there is a 

significant body of knowledge regarding the historic importance of the sites and events that took 

place in the area, there remains further work to be undertaken to contribute to understanding the 

historic heritage of the precinct; 

• high scenic quality of the coastline, whether viewed from a high point or locally due to the many 

sandy beaches and sheltered bays having been used for camping, walks, fishing and other 

recreational activities; 

• high scenic values of the distant mountain peaks and forested hills as a backdrop to the coastal 

landscape; 

• having an abundance of wildlife; 

• the appeal of the precinct to shack owners, day visitors and overnight campers and as a gateway to 

the Southwest National Park; and 

• the precinct use by recreational motorboats and yachts, either as a destination or on-route to the 

South West. 

Achieving improved management of the precincts natural and cultural values, along with a desire to create 

an improved visitor experience for the spectrum of campers and day visitors that frequent the area, are the 

primary drivers behind the development of this site plan. This includes improved management of the OUV’s 

recognised within this section of the TWWHA – of which the site plans for individual camping areas are 

important practical tools (i.e. illustrating how camping and day use impacts can be simply contained limiting 

continued expansion). Other, precinct-wide recommendations will also aid in the management of special 

values, such as continuation of weed management and hygiene programs.  
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The review of the provision of fire places across the TWWHA as required by the TWWHA MP 2016, will also 

contribute to safeguarding OUV's and other values within the precinct. 
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Future directions and site plans  
 
This section outlines the issues (Section 2.1), future directions, and vision for the Cockle Creek Precinct 

(Section 2.2) before presenting site plans for the camping areas, National Park entry and the Whale 

Sculpture (Section 2.3). 

2.1 ISSUES 

Discussions with PWS staff indicated the need for the site plans to address the range of ongoing site 

planning issues and the issues arising from the continued increase in visitor access and use of the precinct.  

Table 2.1 lists the issues, impacts and the opportunities to respond through the implementation of the site 

plans. Specific recommendations for the issues are addressed under each of the site plan (Section 2.3). 

Table 2.1 Issues, impacts and opportunities 

Issue Impacts Opportunities 

Poor 
directional 
signage 

Visitor arrival confusion. Upgrade signage and use of pictograms to indicate 
facilities available at camping areas, day use and arrival 
into the National Park. Signage should also ‘celebrate’ the 
entrance to the National Park. 

Rising sea 
levels and 
coastal 
hazards 

Loss of existing access and camping areas due to 
inundation. 

Increased coastal hazards and erosion. 

Long term planning for adaptation and responses to 
impact of receding coastline. 

Limiting the scale and complexity of visitor infrastructure in 
coastal areas likely to be subject to future inundation. 

All new and replaced toilet facilities to be contained, pump-
out systems, which will not result in leaching. 

Large open 
and informal 
camping areas  

Creates inefficient utilisation of camping areas. 

Increased safety issues with informal traffic movement and 
multiple access points off Cockle Creek Road. 

Impacts on camping area and surrounding bushland 
vegetation e.g. loss of vegetation, spread of camping 
areas, more campfires, litter, toilet waste. 

No defined areas to cater for differing camping users and 
needs. 

Use of generators and noise impacts within all camping 
areas in NRA. 

Dust from Cockle Creek Road. 

Maintain flexibility of large open camping areas but define 
the limits and provide barriers to reduce impacts on 
surrounding bushland vegetation and adjoining private 
properties. 

Better define vehicle entry and internal access tracks into 
the camping areas and to toilets. 

Create safe spaces around the toilets, free of vehicle 
movements. 

Plant coastal vegetation to provide some buffer to Cockle 
Creek Road and improved amenity for campers (help 
reduce dust and noise). 

Define zones where generators are permitted and not 
permitted within the camping areas. 

Better choice of areas for differing camping needs – tents, 
campervans, caravans. 

Investigate provision of communal camping facilities at 
some locations, such as camp kitchens (i.e. as provided at 
Fortescue Bay). 
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Table 2.1 cont. 

Issue Impacts Opportunities 

Limited 
provision for 
day use 
visitors 

Visitor uncertainty regarding facilities and attractions. 

Undefined car parking along Cockle Creek Road edge. 

Safety issues for pedestrian crossing points. 

Better define day use areas. 

Provide short term car parking areas that avoid need to 
cross roads. 

Upgrade provision of picnic facilities at some day use 
areas. 

Upgrade selected informal access tracks to the beach. 

Consider interpretation opportunities. 

Undefined 
access points 
into the 
camping areas 

Safety and environmental concerns with multiple 
uncontrolled access points into the camping areas. 

Site impacts with uncontrolled vehicle access. 

Contributes to inefficient utilisation of camping areas. 

Define logical access points to gain access to camping 
areas and promote efficient camping use. 

Poorly sited 
toilets 

Inconvenient or unsafe access to some toilets for campers 
or day users (crossing roads or lack of paths). 

Poorly sited toilets contributes to visitors using nearby 
bushland resulting in health and waste issues. 

Safety issues near toilets without any vehicle barriers. 

Relocate some toilets to better cater for needs and safety 
issues. 

Introduce vehicle barriers to create safer zone around 
toilets. 

Define paths to the entry of the toilet. 

Anti-social 
behaviour and 
conflicts with 
users 

Vandalism and removal of fences and signs in camping 
areas. 

Unattended campsites over extended periods (including 
use of temporary tents to protect space), preventing other 
visitors from enjoying the area. 

Inefficient layout of camping sites to frustrate other 
campers access and use of spaces. 

Some adjoining private properties have indicated theft and 
vandalism concerns. 

Disrespect for other campers or day users. 

Inappropriate and/or unsafe use of drones. 

Greater management presence and compliance penalties. 

Continue to work in partnership with Tasmania Police and 
other stakeholders on this issue, which may include 
development of a compliance plan. 

Defined access points to encourage more efficient use of 
camping areas. 

Campers Code of Conduct. 

Separation of different campers types with use of zones 
e.g. generator/non generator, select are for tent based 
camping with defined parking area. 

Incorporate information about appropriate drone usage 
within the precinct on signage. Messages to be consistent 
with the PWS Drone Policy. 

Management 
resources 

Limited PWS resources to address issues or to provide 
new opportunities. 

Consider a fee structure on a cost recovery model to 
enable on-going management of and improvements to 
facilities and sites. 

Note some funding has been provided for the 
implementation of this site plan. 

Degradation of 
the 
environment 

Litter and human toilet waste left around camping areas. 

Destruction of bushland vegetation for additional camping 
space or firewood (i.e. camp site ‘creep’). 

Informal vehicle access within / around camping areas. 

Multiple campfire pits. 

Multiple (duplication) tracks to coastal foreshore. 

Presence and spread of weeds and plant diseases within 
the precinct. 

Greater management presence and compliance penalties. 

Better siting of toilets. 

Consider introducing central campfire pits for group use 
(i.e. designated fire places as per the TWWHA MP). 

Better define and harden suitable access tracks to the 
foreshore and close/rehabilitate other tracks. 

Education and information (i.e. Leave No Trace principles / 
Campers Code of Conduct). 

Continue to undertake weed management activities, in 
conjunction with private landowners and volunteers, 
through the TWWHA Working Neighbours Program, and 
other community partnership programs.  
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Table 2.1 cont. 

Issue Impacts Opportunities 

Informal tracks 
to coastal 
foreshore 

Multiplicity of tracks with loss of coastal vegetation. 

Increased erosion risks. 

Safety issues (i.e. informal nature of some tracks). 

Better define and harden suitable access tracks to the 
foreshore and close/rehabilitate other tracks. 

Introduce steps or sand ladders where required to 
minimise coastal erosion. 

Multiple 
campfire sites 

Degradation of the environment through: 

Increased litter with burning waste; 

Bushfire and visitor safety risk from poorly managed 
campfires; and  

Poor presentation of camping areas. 

Greater management presence and compliance penalties. 

Consider introducing fire pots for group use within 
designated fire places. The number and location of fire 
pots should be carefully considered, to ensure that they 
cater adequately for the type and number of campers that 
frequent the site. 

Undertake the review of the provision of designated fire 
places, as required by the TWWHA MP 2016. This will 
include consultation with the Aboriginal community 
regarding the cultural significance and use of fire. 

Limited trailer 
parking for 
boat launching 
ramp 

Inconvenience and flow-on impacts to other areas. 

Safety and security issues. 

Conflict with other users. 

Increase the trailer parking capacity in convenient 
locations to the boat ramp. 

Better define the trailer parking areas. 

Encourage campers with boat trailers to park at their 
campsite. 

Poor drainage 
in some 
camping areas 

Parts of camping areas are not accessible or suitable for 
camping at times (i.e. Ramsgate camping area). 

Increased damage to camping areas from vehicle access. 

Consider options to limit drainage impacts and or address 
causes including removal of weeds/willows in creek lines, 
fix poor drains etc. 

Limit times of vehicle access and camping use to help 
reduce impacts (i.e. close some sites over winter to reduce 
impacts and allow recovery of sites). 

Use of temporary signage when required. 

Poor visitor 
arrival point 
into the NP 

Reduced quality of visitor experience and information. 

Confusion and traffic flow problems. 

Limited visitor facilities and interpretation. 

Create a more recognisable and functional arrival point, 
which celebrates the entrance to the National Park. 

Better cater for differing service and information needs of 
visitors (i.e. SCT walkers, day visitors, campers). 

Consolidate facilities and services. 

Extended 
camping stays 
and protecting 
unoccupied 
sites 

Inefficient use of the available camping areas, preventing 
others from using sites. 

Conflict between campers. 

Increased litter and waste (e.g. abandoned tents). 

Review current time limits (4 weeks) for camping. 

Increased monitoring and use of compliance penalties. 

Consider designating camping sites in longer term. 

Consider introducing a camping fee structure based on a 
cost recovery model. 

Dog 
management 

Potential confusion regarding where dogs are permitted 
within the precinct, given the two reserve classes and their 
differing regulations. 

Unattended dogs can pose a nuisance or danger to other 
campers and shack owners 

Limited capacity for PWS staff to monitor dogs. 

Recherche Bay NRA is one of few PWS managed 
reserves where dogs are permitted. 

Review existing dog management signage (design, 
messages, and locations). 

Work with the Huon Valley Council to facilitate any 
required changes to the Dog Management Policy, 
consistent with the Dog Control Act 2000. 

Identify on-site signage improvements that can be made 
regarding dog management. 

Consider incorporating responsible dog ownership 
message into a Campers Code of Conduct. 
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2.2 FUTURE DIRECTIONS 

2.2.1 Prior Research 

Prior research has indicated the strong attachment of campers, shack owners and visitors to the Cockle 

Creek Precinct. 

In 2000, for instance, a social values assessment of the Cockle Creek area undertook to identify the potential 

impacts of a proposed ecotourism development at nearby Planters Beach in Recherche Bay. The 

assessment reviewed previous reports, arranged a community forum and reviewed public comments about 

the proposed development.  

Respondents said they felt a strong attachment to the physical setting, had fond memories of the 

experiences they had there and that the place represented a key part of their identity as residents of the 

south of the State. They also indicated that they felt little had changed over the time they had been visiting 

there. 

In 2008 PWS conducted a survey of visitors and users in the precinct that found similar views. The survey 

identified: 

“...a strong sense of people valuing the area for its low key and informal recreational activities (such as 

camping, fishing, walking and swimming) in an environment they regarded as simple, natural and un-spoilt.” 

The three key things users wanted to improve were: 

• facilities – camping sites, toilets and showers, roads, safe and flexible fireplaces, water 

• protection of values – flora and fauna, historic heritage, coastal erosion 

• management of anti-social behavior – controls on vehicle speed, improved safety, cleaning up 

rubbish. 

Nonetheless, there was a very strong and clear direction that the area be retained for exactly the type of 

experience and qualities that is has - natural beauty, low-key unregulated camping and the various 

recreational activities (mainly fishing and bushwalking) that could be undertaken there. 
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2.2.2 The Challenge 

Immediate and pressing needs 

Despite these strong associations and the high value placed on the experience of the natural setting, the 

long term and ongoing care-less attitude and anti-social behavior of a minority of campers impacts on the 

quality of the experience of the place by well-intentioned users. 

The actions of these few has resulted in: 

• increased environmental impacts evident in the incremental expansion of camping into previously 

vegetated areas, trampling and destruction of remnant vegetation, the spread of litter and human 

waste, and noise pollution; and 

• vandalism, theft and destruction of public property. 

This has resulted in escalating management costs for PWS arising from the need for an increased 

management presence and mounting costs for maintenance. 

Further, the desire for improved facilities expressed in 2000 has not been fully realised. Infrastructure is 

basic and requires upgrading in many instances, while visitor numbers have multiplied and visitor 

expectations for quality services have also tended to change over time. 

Allowing the current situation to continue is not acceptable. A robust management intervention by PWS is 

required if sustainable management outcomes are to be achieved and a quality experience of the place is to 

be provided, commensurate with the area’s attractive natural features.  

Long term and significant challenges 

Longer term, predicted growth in visitation is expected to increase pressure on the area. The precinct has a 

long history of traditional use, which is now experiencing an increase in visitation, coupled with potential 

tourism opportunities. Visitation will grow with increased awareness of the area as the southern-most point in 

Australia, and the desire for visitors to have access to nature recreation opportunities.  

As additional accommodation and other attractions are developed in the south of the State and roads are 

improved, further growth in numbers is expected. With growth in visitation will come heightened expectations 

for the quality of infrastructure, and levels of maintenance commensurate with the natural experiences of the 

place.  

The likely impacts of rising sea level and increased storm activity and intensity has the potential to result in 

the shoreline receding, and changes in coastal geomorphology. Current predictions suggest that much of the 

existing road and camping infrastructure will experience periodic and partial inundation in the next 30-70 

year (i.e. at peak tides). 
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The cost to adapt or provide protection for infrastructure and the coastline is very likely to be beyond the 

capacity of governments or the community, especially given that the same issues apply in many coastal 

locations around the State. PWS and other agencies will need to ensure that current site planning and 

design exercises account for likely impacts to lessen the need for expenditure in the future to further protect 

areas and assets against inundation. 

2.2.3 Going Forward 

The logical option is to implement a range of basic improvements on a staged basis within the camping 

areas to address key issues (e.g. safety, environmental impacts, differing camper needs). This approach is 

more consistent with the views of users for the area to ‘remain unchanged’. If successful, this could limit the 

immediate need for an increased PWS management presence and the imposition of stronger compliance 

measures.  

The introduction of camping fees based on a cost recovery model to help offset the increasing expense of 

managing and maintaining public facilities may be considered in the future. 

PWS should monitor growth in visitation levels to the Cockle Creek Precinct and the use of camping areas. If 

the visitor pressure requires future planning investigations, priority should be given to assessing the camping 

and day use facility options within proximity to the gateway entry into Southwest National Park.  

The possible site options are discussed in Section 2.3.6 of this report. 

2.2.4 Vision Statement and Guiding Principles 

The vision statement for the Cockle Creek Precinct is: 

The sustainable management of the Precinct’s natural and cultural values will provide outstanding nature-

based tourism and recreational experiences, commensurate with being the southern-most gateway to the 

Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area and the Southwest National Park.  

 

The site plans that follow are based on planned incremental change to achieve a better outcome in the long 

term, which is more closely aligned with the desired outcomes of the majority of users and visitors.  

The site plans have been framed with five guiding principles in mind: 

Guiding Principle 1. 

Conservation of significant natural and cultural values has primacy over all other matters.  

Guiding Principle 2.  

People should enjoy reasonable and safe access to the Southwest National Park and Recherche Bay Nature 

Recreation Area. 
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Guiding Principle 3.  

The quality of visitor experience should be comparable with the significant values of these reserves and 

being identified as the southern-most gateway into the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area and 

Southwest National Park. 

Guiding Principle 4.  

Any future development of visitor infrastructure and facilities must be consistent with achieving the vision, 

objectives and guiding principles of the TWWHAMP and Cockle Creek Precinct Site Plan. 
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2.3 SITE PLANS 

Site plans have been prepared for: 

• Gilhams camping area 

• Finns camping area 

• Catamaran Camping/Boat Ramp camping area 

• Ramsgate camping area 

• Cockle Creek camping area 

• Southwest National Park Entry and Gateway 

• Boltons Green camping area 

• Whale Sculpture walk. 

2.3.1 Gilhams Camping Area 

Existing conditions 

The camping area is in two parts:1A (north) and 1B (south), with 1A being separated by a small creek. Each 

part (1A and 1B) has its own toilet.  

Water tanks are located within the southern section of 1A. Water for the tanks is collected at the nearby 

community building and gravity fed to the tanks as a potable water supply for campers. The water tanks 

serve many of the camping areas within the Cockle Creek precinct.  

There are several informal walking tracks to the beach. There are no formalised or designated car parking 

areas for day use visitors, and consequently parking occurs alongside Cockle Creek Road in several 

locations. 

The site planning issues are: 

• no well-defined entry points off the road into the camping areas 

• multiple vehicle tracks into the bushland areas 

• ad hoc layout of caravans, campervans and tents that contribute to safety risks and inefficient use of 

the areas available 

• no formalised parking areas for day users 
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• impacts on camping area and surrounding bushland vegetation e.g. loss of vegetation, spread of 

camping areas, more campfires, litter, toilet waste 

• safety issues with no vehicle barriers near the toilets 

• unmanaged vehicle access at the water tanks 

• history of anti-social behavior (e.g. vandalism, unattended campsites, trashing/litter, removal of 

vegetation, campfires, lack of respect) caused by a minority of campers 

• no definition of areas to cater for differing camping users and needs, including the use of generators 

and noise impacts within all camping areas 

• loss of coastal vegetation as a result of duplication of informal tracks to the beach.  

Recommended Actions 

The recommended actions are shown in Site Plan 1A and Site Plan 1B: 

1. Designate day use car parking areas along Cockle Creek Road with convenient access to the beach. 

2. Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the beach and close other informal tracks.  

Track improvements should consider dune and other coastal landform stability and not be parallel to 

prevailing winds. 

3. Create defined vehicle entry points and internal track into the camping areas to encourage more 

efficient layout of camping sites. 

4. Formalise the vehicle entry track servicing the bushland camping area and large open grassed 

camping area. 

5. Revegetate strips along Cockle Creek Road to reduce multiple vehicle entry and improve amenity for 

campers. 

6. Create safer space around the toilets free of vehicle movements, with path link to camping areas. 

7. Provide safe and convenient vehicle access to the water tanks. 

8. Create a designated tent camping zone where campers can choose to be separated from vehicles 

with provision for car parking off the entry road. 
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Back of Site Plan 1A (A3) 
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Back of Site Plan 1B (A3) 
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2.3.2 Finns Camping Area 

Existing conditions 

This is a large open camping area with one toilet. There are several informal walking tracks to the beach. 

There are no formalised or designated car parking areas for day use visitors, and consequently parking 

occurs alongside Cockle Creek Road in several locations. 

The survey of campers (refer to Attachment 1) indicated many families and friends had been camping 

together for decades during the Easter holiday period. They expressed a strong desire for retaining larger 

camping areas to accommodate a mix of caravans, campervans and tents to cater for large groups. 

The site planning issues are: 

• existing road alignment (southern end) 

• excessively wide entry points off the road into the camping areas 

• ad hoc layout of caravans, campervans and tents that contribute to safety risks and inefficient use of 

the areas available 

• no formalised parking areas for day users 

• impacts on camping area and surrounding bushland vegetation e.g. loss of vegetation, spread of 

camping areas, more campfires, litter, toilet waste 

• safety issues with no vehicle barriers near the toilets 

• history of anti-social behavior (e.g. vandalism, theft, unattended campsites, trashing/litter, removal of 

vegetation, campfires, lack of respect) caused by a minority of campers 

• no defined areas to cater for differing camping users and needs including the use of generators and 

noise impacts within all camping areas 

• loss of coastal vegetation with informal tracks to the beach.  

Recommended actions 

Two site plan options have been prepared. Site Plan 2A indicates what could be achieved with retaining  

the current road alignment. Site Plan 2B indicates what could be a future layout of the camping area if the 

Cockle Creek Road could be re-constructed back from the foreshore to create a safer and better camping 

area.  

The recommended actions for Site Plan 2A are: 
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1. Retain the current road alignment.  

2. Designate day use car parking area along Cockle Creek Road with convenient access to the beach. 

3. Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the beach and close other informal tracks.  

Track improvements should consider dune and other coastal landform stability and not be parallel to 

prevailing winds. 

4. Create a defined entry point and track into the camping area to encourage more efficient layout of 

camping sites. 

5. Designated campervan camping area. 

6. Revegetate to provide a buffer to the shack adjacent to the northern boundnary of the camping area. 

7. Revegetate strips along Cockle Creek Road. 

8. Create safer space around the toilet free of vehicle movements, with path link to camping area. 

Site Plan 2B illustrates the recommended actions if the realignment of Cockle Creek Road could be 

achieved: 

1. Realign the road to the western side of the camping area.  

2. Designate day use car parking areas along Cockle Creek Road with convenient access to the beach. 

3. Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the beach and close other informal tracks. 

4. Create a defined vehicle entry point and internal track into the camping area to encourage more 

efficient layout of camping sites. 

5. Create a designated tent camping zone where campers can choose to be separated from vehicles 

with provision for car parking off the entry road. 

6. Designate a camping area designed for recreational camper vans. 

7. Revegetate strips along Cockle Creek Road. 

8. Revegetate to provide a buffer to the northern shack. 

9. Create safer space around the toilet free of vehicle movements, with path link to camping area. 
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Back of Site Plan 2A (A3) 
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Back of Site Plan 2B (A3) 
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2.3.3 Catamaran Camping/Boat Ramp Area 

Existing conditions 

This camping area includes the only formalised boat launching ramp within the precinct. The camping area is 

serviced by an internal road that encourages more efficient layout of camping sites. There is one toilet 

located within the camping area. 

The site planning issues are: 

• the camping area is relatively small (as compared with other camping areas within the precinct) and 

popular especially for those fishing and camping. 

• the capacity of the camping area is constrained by the existing bushland, rough ground, and, and the 

slope of the land at the edge of the main camping area – which are unattractivce for camping. 

• the need to cater for overnight camping, day visitors and the parking of boats on trailers; and at 

times, there has been conflict between users resulting from the limited space and uncertainty of 

parking arrangements. 

• inconvenient access and parking arrangements for trailer users, with vehicles with boat trailers 

having to drive through the camping area. 

• environmental impacts on camping area and surrounding bushland vegetation e.g. loss of 

vegetation, unplanned spread of camping areas, increase in number of campfires, litter and waste. 

• safety issues associated with the lack of vehicle barriers near the toilets. 

• history of anti-social behavior (e.g. vandalism, theft/security of fishing gear, trashing/litter, removal of 

vegetation, campfires, lack of respect) caused by a minority of campers. 

• lack of defined areas to cater for differing camping users (i.e. tents, campervan/caravan), including 

the use of generators and noise impacts within all camping areas. 

Recommended actions 

The recommended actions are shown in Site Plan 3: 

1. Designate boat trailer parking for users of the boat launching ramp – this includes angle parking 

along the entry road (this would make better use of land that is currently unsuitable for camping due 

to an existing drain and uneven ground).  

2. Construct an internal road that allows vehicles with trailers to return to the boat ramp without having 

to pass through the camping area. The option of having vehicles with trailers moving forward from 
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the trailer parking area was reviewed, however, the turning circles required would significantly 

reduce the central camping area.  

3. Create a designated tent camping zone where campers can choose to be separated from vehicles 

with provision for car parking off the entry road. 

4. Create a safer space around the toilet free of vehicle movements, with connecting path to camping 

area. 

5. Install water tanks near toilet to supply campers. 

6. Install vehicle speed humps on the internal road at the entry into the camping area. 

7. Restrict vehicle entry into the western area to reduce site impacts including potential damage to 

heritage sites and to limit loss of vegetation. 
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Back of Site Plan 3 (A3) 
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2.3.4 Ramsgate Camping Area 

Existing conditions 

The camping area covers two open grassed areas on the western side of Cockle Creek Road. There are two 

toilets, one located close to the informal day use area on the foreshore, and one servicing the southern 

camping area.  

There are several informal walking tracks to the beach. There are no formalised or designated car parking 

areas for day use visitors, and consequently parking occurs alongside Cockle Creek Road in several 

locations. 

The site planning issues are: 

• no well-defined entry points off the road into the camping areas. 

• ad hoc layout of caravans, campervans and tents that contribute to safety risks and inefficient use of 

the areas available. 

• poor drainage (flooding from the creek) affecting access to and use of the northern camping area. 

• parking of vehicles and trailers on the beach and instances of vehicles illegally driving along the 

beach. 

• no formalised parking areas for day users. 

• impacts on camping area and surrounding bushland vegetation e.g. loss of vegetation, unplanned 

spread of camping areas, increase in campfires, presence of litter and toilet waste. 

• limited toilets to service the camping area, and safety issues associated with proximity of existing 

toilets to road with no vehicle barriers. 

• history of anti-social behavior (e.g. vandalism, unattended campsites, trashing/litter, removal of 

vegetation, campfires, lack of respect) caused by a minority of campers. 

• lack of designated area for parking of boat trailers associated with informal boat launching on the 

beach to the north of the foreshore toilet. 

• loss of coastal vegetation with informal and duplicated tracks to the beach.  
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Recommended actions 

The recommended actions are shown in Site Plan 4: 

1. Designate day use car parking areas off Cockle Creek Road with convenient access to the beach. 

2. Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the beach and close other informal tracks.  

Track improvements should consider dune and other coastal landform stability, and not be located 

parallel to prevailing winds. 

3. Create defined entry points and roads into the camping areas to encourage more efficient layout of 

camping sites. 

4. Rectify the drainage issues caused by flooding of the creek into the northern camping area to allow 

greater capacity for access and use (e.g. consider raising and levelling ground in camping area, 

installing drainage, or seasonally closing the northern area during winter).  

5. Revegetate areas along Cockle Creek Road to reduce multiple vehicle entry and improve amenity 

for campers. 

6. Relocate existing toilet away from the road and create a safer space around the toilet, with a path 

connection to camping areas. 

7. Consider installing a new toilet and water tanks to better service the northern camping area. New 

facility to be a contained, pump out system. 

8. Close and rehabilitate track to beach. 

9. Provide space for trailer parking.Communicate and enforce ‘no parking of vehicles or trailers on the 

beach’. Install signs to indicate driving of vehicles along the beach is restricted to boat launching at 

the designated area only. 
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Back of Site Plan 4 (A3) 
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2.3.5 Cockle Creek Camping Area 

Existing conditions 

The elongated camping area is located between the Cockle Creek Road and Cockle Creek. It provides many 

varied camping sites between low lying narrow dunes with native vegetation. There are two toilets, one 

located centrally within the camping area and the other close to the road at the southern end of the camping 

area. Water can be sourced from the National Park entry site over Cockle Creek bridge. 

There are several informal walking tracks to the beach. There is a large designated car parking area 

alongside Cockle Creek Road. There are multiple tracks to Cockle Creek with one location having 

constructed steps. 

The historic remains of the Cockle Creek cemetery are located to the north of the camping area. 

The site planning issues are: 

• no well-defined entry points off the road into the camping areas, and consequently the whole 

campsite is accessed by multiple tracks. 

• there are many camping sites that are just beside Cockle Creek Road with issues regarding safety, 

dust and noise. 

• ad hoc layout of caravans, campervans and tents that contribute to safety risks and inefficient use of 

the areas available. 

• no development of facilities to cater for day users. 

• impacts on camping area and surrounding bushland vegetation e.g. loss of vegetation, removal of 

fencing used to protect native vegetation, unplaned spread of camping areas, increase in campfires, 

litter, and toilet waste 

• one toilet is located too far from camping areas to encourage use. 

• no defined areas to cater for differing camping users and needs. 

• history of anti-social behavior (e.g. vandalism, unattended campsites, trashing/litter, removal of 

vegetation, campfires, lack of respect), caused by a minority of campers. 

• no area for parking of boat trailers associated with camping areas. 

• loss of coastal vegetation and duplication of informal tracks to the beach and creek.  
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Recommended actions 

The recommended actions are shown in Site Plan 5: 

1. Further develop a day use area around the existing car park off Cockle Creek Road with signs and 

convenient access to the beach. 

2. Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the beach and creek whilst closing other 

informal tracks.  Track improvements should consider dune and other coastal landform stability and 

not be parallel to prevailing winds. 

3. Create a designated tent camping zone where campers can choose to be separated from vehicles, 

with provision for car parking off the entry road. Designate an area for campervans to reduce the site 

impacts from vehicles towing trailers and caravans. 

4. Create defined vehicle entry points and internal track into the camping areas to encourage more 

efficient layout of camping sites. 

5. Revegetate areas along Cockle Creek Road to reduce multiple vehicle entry and improve amenity 

for campers. 

6. Relocate existing toilet away from the road and create safer space around the toilet free of vehicle 

movements, with path connection to camping areas. New facility to be a contained, pump out 

system. 

7. Designate a tent camping zone with provision for car parking off the internal entry road. 

8. Designate a small car park for visitors to undertake a short walk to the historic Cockle Creek 

cemetery. 
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Back of Site Plan 5 (A3) 
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2.3.6 National Park Entry 

Existing conditions 

The current entry into the National Park when crossing Cockle Creek bridge requires upgrading to better 

service the needs of both visitors and land managers. It is intended that the entry be developed into a 

distinctive ‘gateway’ for the Southwest National Park and the TWWHA. 

The site planning issues include: 

• confused traffic flow and poor provision for vehicle turning, resulting in safety issues for pedestrians 

and entry into to the visitor information office. 

• limited car parking to cater for visitors arriving and departing the national park. 

• the current car parking location requires visitors to cross the road to seek information. 

• lack of centralised location for visitor information, including walker information and registration for the 

South Coast Track and South Cape Walk. 

• limited facilities and infrastructure to welcome visitors to the TWWHA, and lack of a formal gateway 

for the southernmost point in Australia (the PWS would like to celebrate this). 

• lack of visitor gathering, social space and shelter near the visitor information office. 

• limited space in the existing visitor information office to cater for caretaker or ranger accommodation. 

• limited day use area for picnics, and no defined access points to the beach. 

• limited interpretation. 

• access to the long-term car park and a private shack are using a track that is also used by 

visitors/walkers on the South Coast Track. 

Section 2.2.3 indicates that PWS should monitor growth in visitation levels to the Cockle Creek Precinct and 

the use levels for camping areas. If the visitor pressure requires future planning investigations, priority should 

be given to assessing the camping and day use facility options within proximity to the gateway entry into the 

Southwest National Park. In the event that there is a need for expansion of camping or day visitor 

opportunities, these will be provided on previously disturbed sites where possible. 

The sites for future investigation may include: 

1. the conversion of the land adjacent to long-term car park (and adjoining leased land if available) into 

a camping area with an alternative location to be found for the long-term bushwalkers car park. 
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2. options for extension of Boltons Green camping area. 

3. development of camping and campervan sites within the bushland off the former road (currently 

closed) to the proposed resort site. 

4. the opportunity to acquire existing freehold land titles within the National Park, if they were to 

become available, to allow for expansion of camping areas (this includes the larger freehold land title 

to the east of Boltons Green and at Whalers Point). 

Recommended actions 

The recommended actions are shown in Site Plan 6A and 6B. The recommendations are focused around the 

consolidation of visitor facilities to create a safe ‘visitor node’, which celebrates the experience of the South 

Coast Track and marks the ‘gateway’ to the Southwest National Park and the TWWHA: 

1. Create a turning circle with design capacity for vehicles and mini buses (which would require re-

development of the existing picnic space). 

2. Create a safe visitor gathering and social space outside the visitor information office, including shade 

tree plantings, picnic tables, seating, paths and interpretation. 

3. Potential relocation of ranger/caretaker accommodation to an alternative site to enable conversion of 

the current building into a larger visitor information and interpretation facility, consistent with the 

development as a ‘gateway’ to the South West National Park and the TWWHA. 

4. Formalise the car parking spaces on both sides of Cockle Creek Road. 

5. Provide sufficient space for bus parking and pick-up/drop-off. 

6. Create a safe space around the entry sign to the Southwest National Park and TWWHA, to facilitate 

the popular activity of visitors taking a photograph at the entry sign (being the southernmost National 

Park). 

7. Construct a new track connection from the South Coast Track to the national park entry and visitor 

facilities area, to celebrate the start and end of the South Coast Track. 

8. Construct a shelter and consolidate visitor and walker information and telephone facilities into one 

location. A separate shelter for bushwalkers will be considered as part of the detailed design for the 

‘visitor node’. 

9. Retain walker registration facility at the current location on the South Coast Track. 

10. Revegetation to help screen the car parking area. 
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11. Relocate toilet closer to visitor information office, removing the need for visitors to cross the road to 

access the facility. Ensure that the new facility complies with current standards for accessibility, and 

is a contained, pump out system. 

12. Formalise the car parking for the day use area and add additional picnic tables and formalise steps 

to the beach. 

13. Prepare an Interpretation Plan to drive the upgrade of interpretation of the cultural heritage and 

natural values of the precinct. The development of the interpretation plan is to include a number of 

stakeholders, including representatives from the Tasmanian Aboriginal community. 

14. Review and discuss vehicle parking to service the two foreshore shacks. 

15. Formalise the layout of the bushwalkers car park, increase its size, and widen the entry road to allow 

two way vehicle use. 

16. Upgrade interpretation of the historic machinery. 

17. Upgrading the entry road to the long-term bushwalkers car park would allow removal of vehicle use 

(other than for management purposes) from the start of the South Coast Track (i.e. Cockle Creek 

bridge to shack) in the future. 

18. Monitor visitation and camping use levels within the Cockle Creek area and if required, investigate 

the range of possible sites for additional camping and day use facilities identified above. 
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options for shacks to minimise 
site impacts (bollards/gated)

Bus parking/pick-up/drop-off

Consider excluding vehicle access. 
Retain and manage as a walking 
track.

Water tank/s

Toilet block - existing

Toilet block - new or relocated

Existing road

New access road or carpark 

Camping area

Existing trees/vegetation

New trees/vegetation

Water course

Access track to beach

Car + tent

Car + caravan
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Back of Site Plan 6A (A3) 
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Back of Site Plan 6B (A3) 
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2.3.7 Boltons Green Camping Area 

Existing conditions 

This camping area is located within the Southwest National Park, which has provided for more effective 

management, with limited site planning issues relative to some of the other sites. 

There are several camping sites within the broader area. There is an open area on the southern side of the 

access road available for camper van and tent camping. A toilet is provided in the camping area. Campers 

also have access to the existing toilet and water supply located near the visitor information office. 

A designated tent camping area with an associated parking is provided on the foreshore side of the access 

road. A toilet is provided within the camping area. There is also an additional small site used for either 

campervan or tent camping.  

Discussions with PWS indicated a preference to allow campervans to utilise several small foreshore sites 

beyond the existing designated camping area for short overnight stays. This is to cater for late arrivals when 

the existing camping areas have limited available space.  

Recommended actions 

The recommended actions are shown in Site Plan 7: 

1. Maintain the capacity of the existing camping areas and investigate opportunities for expansion of 

camping capacity if visitation and demand for camping sites increase. 

2. Consider allowing several small open foreshore areas (beyond the limit of the camping area) to be 

available for single overnight stays by self-contained campervans (given no toilets are  

located nearby). 

  



April 2018

CLIENTSHEET TITLE SCALE DATEPROJECT

COCKLE CREEK PRECINCT SITE PLAN PARKS AND WILDLIFE TAS
inspiring place 

placemaking: landscape + environment + tourism + recreation 
210 Collins St Hobart TAS 7000 

 P +61 3 6231 1818   
www.inspiringplace.com.au

NORTH

1

1

Designated sites for overnight 
self-contained campervans 
(maximum 1 night stays)

Maintain existing camping areas

KEY

2

2
22

2

1:2000 @ A3Site Plan 7: Bolton’s Green 
Camping Area

Toilet block - existing

Toilet block - new or relocated

Existing road

New access road or carpark 

Camping area

Existing trees/vegetation

New trees/vegetation

Water course

Access track to beach

Car + tent

Car + caravan



 

 

 
 
Cockle Creek Precinct Site Plan 2019  |65 

Back of Site Plan 7 (A3) 
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2.3.8 Whale Sculpture Walk 

Existing conditions 

Visitors access the Whale Sculpture Walk from an informal car park inside the NP. The road terminates with 

a turning circle. Some visitors seem unaware of the informal parking area and park vehicles in the turning 

circle, making it difficult for other vehicles to navigate. 

The short walk (10 minutes return) is of an easy grade, and leads to the bronze whale sculpture. The track is 

also the start of the walk to Fishers Point navigational light and pilot station (2 hours return). 

PWS has recognised the need to provide a toilet located at the start of the walk, due to the popularity of the 

short walks. 

Recommended actions 

The recommended actions are shown in Site Plan 8: 

1. Define the car parking area with signage and markers installed within the gravel surface to indicate 

right angle parking spaces. 

2. Define the turning circle with a central island containing native vegetation. 

3. Construct a toilet at the eastern end of the car park. The new facility is to be a contained, pump out 

system. 

4. Install a vehicle barrier at the entry to the walking track. 

5. Install sign to indicate the start of the walking track to the beach. 
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Back of Site Plan 8 (A3) 
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Section 3 
Action Plan 
 
 

It is not realistic to consider that all the recommended actions can be implemented except on a staged basis 

over multiple years. 

It is important, therefore, to examine the priorities for sourcing of funds and implementing projects. The 

Action Plan provides an indication of the desired implementation for the recommended actions listed within 

the Site Plans based on: 

• High Priority – implement within 2 years 

• Moderate Term Priority – implement within 5 years  

• Long term Priority – implement within 10 years. 

Implementation is dependent upon the outcomes from Parks and Wildlife Service internal assessment 

processes and the availability of funds to undertake the proposed works. In some cases, implementation 

may require development and approval processes being negotiated with different agencies before a 

recommendation can be acted upon. Further, whilst an action may have priority in this plan, there may be 

other higher priorities that may necessitate that actions be delayed. 

High priority is given to recommended works to relieve visitation pressure on the site amenities, and to 

improve the visitor experience, whilst ensuring PWS visitor and environmental risk responsibilities are met. 

High priority is also given to addressing identified safety issues and addressing some of the site planning 

issues at the Catamaran camping/boat ramp area. 

Proposed improvements to the camping areas are spread across the medium and longer-term frames. This 

allows for monitoring improvements to camping areas over a longer time-frame and to determine any 

additional management intervention that may be required to achieve more sustainable use.  

Indicative cost estimates have been prepared to help provide the PWS with forward budget planning. This 

will assist in determining which actions can be progressed with the funding available through the State 

Governments ‘Improved Statewide Visitor Infrastructure’ commitment. 

Action plans often become less relevant after 5 years, generally requiring review and updating in relation to 

what has been achieved and the impact of emerging issues or new opportunities. A minor review of the Site 

Plans should occur annually by PWS with a more major review conducted every five years.  
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Action Plan 

Site Recommended Actions High 
Priority 

Medium 
Term 
Priority 

Longer 
Term 
Priority 

Gilhams Camping 
Area 

(Refer to Site Plan 
1A and 1B) 

Designate day use car parking areas along Cockle Creek 
Road with convenient access to the beach. 

   

Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the beach 
and close other informal tracks. 

   

Create defined vehicle entry points and internal track into the 
camping areas to encourage more efficient layout of camping 
sites. 

   

Formalise the vehicle entry track servicing the bushland 
camping area and southernmost large open grassed camping 
area. 

   

Revegetate strips along Cockle Creek Road to reduce multiple 
vehicle entry and improve amenity for campers. 

   

Create safer space around the toilets free of vehicle 
movements, with path link to camping areas. 

   

Provide safe and convenient vehicle access to the water tanks. 
   

Create a designated tent camping zone where campers can 
choose to be separated from vehicles with provision for car 
parking off the entry road.  

   

Finns Camping 
Area 

(Refer to Site Plan 
2a if there is no 
diversion of Cockle 
Creek Road) 

Retain the current road alignment.  
   

Designate day use car parking area along Cockle Creek Road 
with convenient access to the beach. 

   

Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the beach 
and close other informal tracks. 

   

Create a defined entry point and track into the camping area to 
encourage more efficient layout of camping sites. 

   

Create a designated tent camping zone where campers can 
choose to be separated from vehicles with provision for car 
parking off the entry road.  

   

Revegetate to provide a buffer to the shack adjacent to the 
northern boundary of the camping area. 

   

Revegetate strips along Cockle Creek Road. 
   

Create safer space around the toilet free of vehicle 
movements, with path link to camping area. 
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Action Plan cont. 

Site Recommended Actions High 
Priority 

Medium 
Term 
Priority 

Longer 
Term 
Priority 

Finns Camping 
Area 

(Refer to Site Plan 
2B if Cockle Creek 
Road alignment is 
altered) 

Realign the road to the western side of the camping area.  
   

Designate day use car parking areas along Cockle Creek 
Road with convenient access to the beach. 

   

Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the 
beach and close other informal tracks. 

   

Create a defined vehicle entry point and internal track into 
the camping area to encourage more efficient layout of 
camping sites. 

   

Create a designated tent camping zone where campers can 
choose to be separated from vehicles with provision for car 
parking off the entry road.  

   

Designate a camping area designed for recreational camper 
vans. 

   

Revegetate strips along Cockle Creek Road. 
   

Revegetate to provide a buffer to the northern shack. 
   

Create safer space around the toilet free of vehicle 
movements, with path link to camping area. 

   

Catamaran 
Camping/Boat 
Ramp Area  

(Refer to Site  
Plan 3) 

Better designate trailer parking for users of the boat 
launching ramp – this includes angle parking along the entry 
road 

   

Construct an internal road that allows vehicles with trailers 
to return to the boat ramp without having to pass through 
the camping area.  

   

Create a designated tent camping zone where campers can 
choose to be separated from vehicles with provision for car 
parking off the entry road.  

   

Create safer space around the toilet free of vehicle 
movements, with a connecting path to the camping area. 

   

Install water tanks near toilet to supply campers. 
   

Install vehicle speed humps on the internal road. 
   

Restrict vehicle entry into the western area to reduce site 
impacts including potential damage to heritage sites and to 
limit loss of vegetation. 
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Action Plan cont. 

Site Recommended Actions High 
Priority 

Medium 
Term 
Priority 

Longer 
Term 
Priority 

Ramsgate 
Camping Area  

(Refer to Site 
Plan 4) 

Designate day use car parking areas off Cockle Creek 
Road with convenient access to the beach. 

   

Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the 
beach and close other informal tracks. 

   

Create defined entry points and roads into the camping 
areas to encourage more efficient layout of camping 
sites. 

   

Rectify the drainage issues caused by flooding of the 
creek into the northern camping area to allow greater 
capacity for access and use e.g. consider raising and 
levelling ground in camping area, installing drainage, 
and seasonal closures.  

   

Revegetate strips along Cockle Creek Road to reduce 
multiple vehicle entry and improve amenity for 
campers. 

   

Relocate existing toilet away from the road and create 
safer space around the toilet free of vehicle 
movements, with path link to camping areas. 

   

Consider installing a new toilet and water tanks to 
better service the northern camping area. 

   

Close and rehabilitate track to beach. 
   

Provide parking space for trailer parking. 
   

Cockle Creek 
Camping Area  

(Refer to Site 
Plan 5) 

Further develop a day use area around the existing car 
park off Cockle Creek Road with picnic tables, signs 
and convenient access to the beach. 

   

Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the 
beach and creek whilst closing other informal tracks. 

   

Create a designated tent camping zone where some 
tent campers can choose to be separated from vehicles 
with provision for car parking off the entry road. 
Designate an area for campervans to reduce the site 
impacts from vehicles towing trailers and caravans. 

   

Create defined vehicle entry points and internal track 
into the camping areas to encourage more efficient 
layout of camping sites. 

   

Revegetate areas along Cockle Creek Road to reduce 
multiple vehicle entry points and improve amenity for 
campers. 

   

Relocate existing toilet away from the road and create a 
safer space around the toilet free of vehicle 
movements, with path link to camping areas. 

   

Designate a tent camping zone with provision for car 
parking off the internal entry road. 

   

Designate a small car park for visitors to undertake a 
short walk to the historic Cockle Creek cemetery. 
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Action Plan cont. 

Site Recommended Actions High Priority Medium 
Term Priority 

Longer Term 
Priority 

Southwest 
National Park 
Entry  

(Refer to Site 
Plan 6A and 6B) 

Create a turning circle with design capacity for 
vehicles and mini buses (which would require use of 
the existing picnic space). 

   

Create a safe visitor gathering and social space 
outside the visitor information office including shade 
tree plantings, picnic tables, seating, paths and 
interpretation. 

   

Consider conversion of the visitor information 
building into a larger visitor information office with 
the potential to relocate caretaker accommodation to 
an alternative site within the national park. 

   

Formalise the car parking spaces on both sides of 
Cockle Creek Road. 

   

Construct new track link from the South Coast Track 
to the national park entry and visitor facilities area. 

   

Construct a shelter and consolidate visitor and 
walker information and telephone facilities into one 
location. 

   

Provide for a bus parking and pick-up and drop-off 
location. 

   

Create a safe space around the entry sign to the 
Southwest National Park and TWWHA. 

   

Retain walker registration facility at the current 
location on the South Coast Track. 

   

Revegetate to screen the car park. 
   

Relocate toilet closer to visitor information office and 
thus reduce the need for visitors to cross the road. 

   

Formalise the car parking for the day use area and 
add additional picnic table facilities and pathway to 
the beach. 

   

Upgrade interpretation of historic machinery. 
   

Review and discuss vehicle parking to service the 
two shacks. 

   

Improve layout of the bushwalkers car park including 
widening the entry road and potential future access 
to shack site. 

   

Boltons Beach 
Camping Area 

(Refer to Site 
Plan 7) 

Maintain the capacity of the existing camping areas. 
   

Consider allowing use of several foreshore locations 
(beyond the limit of the camping area) as short 
overnight stays for self-contained campervans. 
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Action Plan cont. 

Site Recommended Actions High Priority Medium Term 
Priority 

Longer Term 
Priority 

Whale 
Sculpture Walk  

(Refer to Site 
Plan 8) 

Define the car parking area with signage and 
markers installed within the gravel surface to 
indicate right angle parking spaces. 

   

Define the turning circle with a central island 
containing native vegetation. 

   

Construct a toilet at the eastern end of the  
car park. 

   

Install a vehicle barrier at the entry to the walking 
track. 

   

Install sign to indicate the start of the walking 
track to the beach. 

   

Whole of 
Cockle Creek 
Precinct 

Prepare an interpretation strategy for the precinct. 

Development of the strategy is to involve the 
Tasmanian Aboriginal community, including the 
South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation 
(SETAC). 

   

Resolve road tenure and maintenance issues for 
access to Cockle Creek (Cockle Creek Road), 
working in conjunction with Huon Valley Council. 

   

Develop a signage strategy for the precinct 
including signage plans for each camping and 
visitor area. 

The signage strategy should be informed by the 
interpretation strategy. 

   

Monitor visitation and camping use levels and if 
required, investigate sites for additional camping 
within the Cockle Creek Precinct (as per 
suggestions on page 55 and 56). 

Ongoing. Ongoing Ongoing 

Develop a ‘Campers Code of Conduct’ for the 
precinct, consistent with the Leave No Trace 
principles, and which advocates respectful 
behaviour regarding noise, fire, shared facilities, 
and dog control. 

Incorporate the Campers Code of Conduct into 
the signage strategy, and other information 
mediums for the precinct. 

   

Continue to work in partnership with Tasmania 
Police and other stakeholders to address anti-
social behaviour, which may include development 
of a compliance plan. 

Ongoing Ongoing Ongoing 

Continue to undertake weed management 
activities, in conjunction with private landowners 
and volunteers, through the TWWHA Working 
Neighbours Program, and other community 
partnership programs. 

Ongoing  Ongoing  Ongoing 

Further investigate the introduction of camping 
fees within the precinct, including a pricing 
structure and likely implications. Fees are to 
assist in meeting annual management costs 
within the precinct. 

Considering of a camping fee structure should 
reference similar structures already introduced by 
the PWS. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 

Visitor surveys were conducted at each of the camping areas during late March and the Easter holidays. The 

surveys were handed to visitors by PWS staff. 

The surveys were designed for each of the individual camping areas and included questions regarding: 

• where the visitor lives 

• whether they were a camper, day visitor or shack owner/local resident 

• whether this was their first time to stay at the camping area 

• when was the last time they stayed at the camping area 

• how many nights they were intending to stay at the camping area 

• the activities they were undertaking whilst visiting the Cockle Creek Precinct 

• their agreement or not with the list of recommended actions for improving the camping area (Yes, No 

or Not Sure) 

• ranking of the three most important actions 

• adding any comments about improving the facilities, visitor experience and management of the 

camping area. 

A colour copy of the draft site plan for the relevant camping area was attached to the survey for visitors to 

review. Copies of the overall site plan were also displayed at the camping area and the Caretaker’s 

information office at the entry into the Southwest National Park. 

Visitors could return the completed survey to a PWS Ranger, Caretaker’s information office or mail/email to 

PWS Southern Region Offices. 
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2.0 Overall Survey Response 
 

A total of 66 completed surveys were returned. Surveys were received from visitors/campers/shack owners 

at the following individual camping areas or locations: 

• 5 surveys from visitors at Gilhams camping area 

• 15 surveys from Finns camping area 

• 2 surveys from Catamaran camping area and boat ramp 

• 11 surveys from Ramsgate camping area 

• 13 surveys from Cockle Creek camping area 

• 10 surveys from the entry to South West National Park 

• 10 surveys from Boltons Green camping area and Whalers Sculpture Walk. 

Origin of Visitor 

65% of the survey respondents lived in Tasmania with 35% living in mainland Australia. No international 

visitors completed the survey. The survey respondents from Gilhams and Finns camping areas were 

predominately from Tasmania, whereas there were similar numbers of Tasmanian and mainland visitors at 

all the other camping areas who returned a survey. 

Type of Visitor 

88% of the survey respondents were campers, 1% day visitors and 12% shack owners or local residents. 

Past Visits 

66% of the survey respondents (excluding the shack owners and local; residents) had visited the camping 

area previously. The majority had visited the camping areas within the last year. Some indicated they have 

regularly been using the camping area at Easter for up to 30 years. Some 34% of the survey respondents 

were visiting the area for the first time. 
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Nights Stayed  

The majority of visitors were staying longer than 4 nights - 39% staying 4-7 nights and 30% staying longer 

than 7 nights. 16% were staying two nights, 14% three nights and 1% just the one night. 

Activities Planned/Undertaken 

The response to the list of potential activities was: 

80% rest and relaxation 

70% bushwalking, short walks 

59% sightseeing / socialising with friends and family  

57% boat fishing 

48% swimming, surfing  

46% bring the dog camping  

42% beach activities and games 

41% beach fishing, visiting the Southwest National Park / water sports (e.g. kayaking,jet skis etc) 

32% bike riding 

Most survey respondents undertook multiple activities during their stay. Shack owners/local residents 

generally indicated they were doing all of the listed activities.  
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3.0 Comments on Camping Areas 
3.1 Gilhams Camping Area 

The response to the ideas listed for Gilhams camping area are shown below.  

For the purpose, of the survey analysis, the level of support was based only on the YES response with the 

NOT SURE response being added to the NO response. This was applied to the analysis for all camping 

areas and sites. 

 Level of Respondent Support• 

Ideas Less than 
50% 

Between 
50%-75% 

Greater 
than 75% 

Designate day use car parking areas along Cockle Creek Road with 
convenient access to the beach. 

  100% 

Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the beach and close 
other informal tracks. 

  80% 

Create defined vehicle entry points and internal vehicle tracks into the 
camping areas to encourage more efficient layout of camping sites. 

  100% 

Formalise the vehicle entry track servicing the bushland camping area 
and southernmost large open grassed camping area. 

  100% 

Revegetate strips along Cockle Creek Road to reduce multiple vehicle 
entries and reduce dust impact on campers. 

  80% 

Create safer space around the toilets free of vehicle movements,  
with footpath link to camping areas. 

  100% 

Provide safe and convenient vehicle access to the water tanks.   100% 

Designated tent camping zone with provision for car parking off the  
entry road. 

  80% 

Introduce firepots or designated ‘fireplaces’ (as recommended in the 
WHA Management Plan covering the national park and nature recreation 
area) 

  100% 

 

The three most important ideas identified by the respondents were: 

1. Create defined vehicle entry points and internal vehicle tracks into the camping areas to encourage 

more efficient layout of camping sites. 

2. Introduce firepots or designated ‘fireplaces’ (as recommended in the TWWHA Management Plan 

covering the national park and nature recreation area) 

3. Designate day use car parking areas along Cockle Creek Road with convenient access to the beach. 
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The comments for improving the facilities, visitor experiences and management of Gilhams camping  

area were: 

• Dogs are problems on beaches and campsites 

• Larger dogs to be kept on leashes as they are left to roam and chase wildlife 

• Would like larger dogs to be kept on leashes 

• Extra toilet facilities especially in the busy seasons (Xmas and Easter) 

• More clearing of the grassed area. 

 

3.2 Finns Camping Area 

The response to the ideas listed for Finns camping area are shown below. 

 Level of Respondent Support 

Ideas Less than 
50% 

Between 
50%-75% 

Greater 
than 75% 

Designate day use car parking areas along Cockle Creek Road with 
convenient access to the beach. 

  87% 

Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the beach and close 
other informal tracks. 

  80% 

Create defined vehicle entry points and an internal vehicle track into the 
camping areas to encourage more efficient layout. 

 53%  

Having a designated tent camping zone with provision for car parking off 
the entry road. 

47%   

Having a designated campervan camping area. 47%   

Revegetate to provide a buffer to the northern shack.  75%  

Revegetate strips along Cockle Creek Road.  60%  

Create safer space around the toilet free of vehicle movements, with a 
footpath link to camping area. 

 53%  

Introduce firepots or designated ‘fireplaces’ (now a requirement under 
the WHA Management Plan covering the national park and nature 
recreation area) 

 60%  
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The three most important ideas identified by the respondents were: 

1. Designate day use car parking areas along Cockle Creek Road with convenient access to the beach. 

2. Introduce firepots or designated ‘fireplaces’ (now a requirement under the TWWHA Management 

Plan covering the national park and nature recreation area). 

3. Create defined vehicle entry points and an internal vehicle track into the camping areas to 

encourage more efficient layout of camping sites, and revegetate to provide a buffer to the  

northern shack. 

The comments for improving the facilities, visitor experiences and management of Finns camping area were: 

• This is much needed. 

• I believe managing sites so campers do not keep pushing into the areas at the rear of the site.  

I appreciate any improvements. 

• Empty caravans should not be allowed to stay more than 24 hours. 

• We would not encourage separate caravan and tent sites. We have a mixed group of 30+ people 

with children in tents and seniors in vans. We have a single communal campfire where we gather to 

renew ties to friends and family. Would not like to see widespread change. 

• Provision for rubbish. Policing. 

• Sites being able to accommodate larger groups with both caravans and tents. The levelling of camp 

grounds will assist with the ease of this. 

• With exception of maybe leaving the camping area, the site should be left as is. Possibly more 

policing of the area in peak periods to curb any anti-social behaviour. 

• Very good spot – I like the fact that we can bring our dog. 

• Leave it as it is. We have been coming here for 15 years with a large group but we always welcome 

other campers, don’t fix what’s not broken. 

• Camping areas should be large enough to accommodate large groups of vans and tents for general 

generations of families. Levelling and clearing bracken at sites would create more space for this 

purpose. Park rangers should be permanently on site during peak times and have the authority to 

move undesirables on even if it requires police assistance.  

• It is very important to encourage tourism in the area but don’t discourage families who have been 

camping here for many years. Remove a small amount of vegetation to make camp area’s bigger. 
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• Leave the area as it is. Our group (Wellington Fire Brigade) have been here every Easter for 30 

years. If the problem is feral groups, have a cop here for the Christmas and Easter. If it is rubbish, 

make a person responsible for the group. Your proposal would turn areas that now hold 50 people in 

the area for 20. I have been talking to visitors from NSW on this trip and they love the area as it is. If 

there are tourists whinging then let them stay in caravan parks. The same proposal was applied to 

Fortescue Bay and all it has done is driven the locals away from it. 

3.3 Catamaran Camping Area and Boat Ramp 

There were only two surveys returned and this is insufficient to review feedback. Further surveys are being 

sought from users of the camping area prior to analysis of the results. 

3.4 Ramsgate Camping Area 

The response to the ideas listed for Ramsgate camping area are shown below. 

 Level of Respondent Support 

Ideas Less than 
50% 

Between 
50%-75% 

Greater than 
75% 

Designate day use car parking areas off Cockle Creek Road with 
convenient access to the beach. 

 72%  

Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the beach and 
close other informal tracks. 

  82% 

Create defined entry points and internal vehicle tracks into the 
camping areas to encourage more efficient layout of camping sites. 

 72%  

Rectify the drainage issues caused by flooding of the creek into the 
northern camping area to allow greater capacity for access and use 
(e.g. consider raising and levelling ground in camping area, installing 
drainage or seasonally closing the northern area during winter).  

  91% 

Revegetate strips along Cockle Creek Road to reduce multiple 
vehicle entries and improve amenity for campers. 

 55%  

Install water tanks to supply campers.  55%  

Close and rehabilitate track to beach. 36%   

Provide parking space for trailer parking. No driving on beach except 
for launching of boats. No parking of vehicles or trailers on the 
beach.  

 72%  

Introduce fire pots or designated ‘fireplaces’ (as recommended in the 
WHA Management Plan covering the national park and nature 
recreation area) 

 64%  
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The three most important ideas identified by the respondents were: 

1. Rectify the drainage issues caused by flooding of the creek into the northern camping area to allow 

greater capacity for access and use (e.g. consider raising and levelling ground in camping area, 

installing drainage or seasonally closing the northern area during winter). 

2. Introduce firepots or designated ‘fireplaces’ (as recommended in the TWWHA Management Plan 

covering the national park and nature recreation area). 

3. Provide parking space for trailer parking. No driving on beach except for launching of boats. No 

parking of vehicles or trailers on the beach.  

The comments for improving the facilities, visitor experiences and management of Ramsgate camping  

area were: 

• Do no allow fire-pots in the national park. 

• Fencing around camp sites to stop cutting trees and protect wildlife. Should not be unoccupied 

caravans. Fire pots are a must or there will be a bushfire one day. 

• Drones should not be allowed. 

• Rubbish disposal area. Common sense approach with public consultation. Open Southport and 

Blackswan Lagoon 4WD tracks to Clubs would take some pressure off Ramsgate area. Decent 

toilets. Bigger camp areas for bigger vans etc.  

• Provide adequate camping areas for caravans with sites more suited for the larger vans. Caravan 

site size seems to be strangled by National Parks nationally not just in Tasmania. 

• Do not limit the size of caravan sites to cubicles unable to take little more than a camper trailer and 

provide more caravan sites. 

• Do not close it up like East Coast – look after locals too. 

• Be considerate of locals who camp and possibly this is the only holidays they can afford. Don’t make 

the whole Cockle Creek area only for touring mainlanders. 
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3.5 Cockle Creek Camping Area 

The response to the ideas listed for Cockle Creek camping area are shown below. 

 Level of Respondent Support 

Ideas Less than 
50% 

Between 
50%-75% 

Greater than 
75% 

Further develop a day use area around the existing car park off 
Cockle Creek Road with signs and convenient access to the beach. 

 62%  

Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the beach. 
Close other informal tracks. 

  92% 

Designate the camping area for tent camping and campervans only 
to reduce the site impacts from vehicles towing trailers and 
caravans. 

 54%  

Create defined vehicle entry points and internal track into the 
camping areas to encourage more efficient layout of camping sites. 

 62%  

Revegetate strips along Cockle Creek Road to reduce multiple 
vehicle entry and improve amenity for campers. 

 69%  

Relocate toilet away from the road and create safer space around 
the toilet free of vehicle movements, with path link to camping areas. 

 69%  

Designate a tent camping zone with provision for car parking off the 
internal entry road. 

 54%  

Designate a small car park for visitors to undertake a short walk to 
the historic Cockle Creek cemetery. 

 50%  

Introduce fire pots or designated ‘fireplaces’ (as recommended in the 
WHA Management Plan covering the national park and nature 
recreation area) 

 69%  

 

The three most important ideas identified by the respondents were: 

1. Introduce firepots or designated ‘fireplaces’ (as recommended in the TWWHA Management Plan 

covering the national park and nature recreation area). 

2. Relocate toilet away from the road and create safer space around the toilet free of vehicle 

movements, with path link to camping areas. 

3. Provide signs and upgrade the designated tracks to the beach. Close other informal tracks. 

The comments for improving the facilities, visitor experiences and management of Cockle Creek camping 

area were: 

• We have enjoyed Cockle Creek as a family for many years. One of its many attractions is the fact 

that we can camp, as a family in one area despite what we are camping in (caravan, tent, swag etc). 
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We would hate to see the natural beauty of this place disappear due to the area being 

commercialised, its ruggedness is one of the appeals. 

• It is clear from this proposal (PWS) are trying to cater to tents only, not caravan campers. 

Caravanning families make up a larger amount of the people who use the area annually. 

• No dogs. 

• Level out some of the sites a little bit so they aren’t so bumpy and uneven. 

• Leave it alone! If PWS get hands on it, it becomes over-regulated and too strict used. Keep PWS out 

of it. You wrecked Coles Bay – no campfire = crap camping. Must be able to park ute and trailer 

beside tent! 

• Needs a lot of work. Please do it. We will be back. 

• Define and number campsites as in other State Parks i.e. Dark River. 

• Whilst anti-social behaviour could include noise and general loutishness, it also includes the habit of 

some campers/backpackers/single vehicle travellers who do not use toilet facilities. In your plan you 

have toilets closer to motorhomes/caravans who are in the main, self-contained and normally are not 

the cause of any social behaviour. The situation could be alleviated to a point by putting the toilets 

closer to the camping areas, particularly another toilet up towards the cemetery. Grey nomads on the 

road are usually set up with vans, motorhomes etc. that are self-contained. There is still a million or 

so nomads (baby boomers) to use the road in the near future. The area for them seems 

disproportionate to the areas for campers. 

• No dogs, fires need to be in fireplaces or none at all. 

• Signs about taking rubbish out – too much litter! 

• I am concerned about not having a fire. A fire is part of camping and we want to be able to go to 

Cockle Creek to camp as a family. The site look too small. We have to stop the weekends who come 

to camp and wreck the place. 

• I am concerned about the fact there are only three caravan camping areas. We are a 4th generation 

family that have been camping for 38 years at Cockle. We have 5 caravans in our group and it 

seems there will be nowhere for us to camp. I agree some improvements need to be made but it 

seems this government and this department only care about tourists and nothing about the needs of 

the locals. 

• Any fees? Any thoughts of extending the camping sites between the graves and shacks and/or 

increasing sites within the National Park but allowing campfires in a camping extended zone. 
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3.6 Entry into Southwest National Park 

The response to the ideas listed for the entry into the National Park are shown below. 

 Level of Respondent Support 

Ideas Less than 
50% 

Between 
50%-75% 

Greater than 
75% 

Create a turning circle with design capacity for vehicles and mini 
buses 

  89% 

Create the safe visitor gathering and social space outside the visitor 
information office including shade tree plantings, picnic tables, 
seating, paths and interpretation. 

  89% 

Conversion of the building into a larger visitor information office with 
the potential to relocate caretaker accommodation to an alternative 
site within the National Park 

  78% 

Formalise the car parking spaces on both sides of Cockle Creek 
Road. 

  89% 

Provision for a bus parking and pick-up and drop-off location.   100% 

Create an entry sign to the Southwest National Park and TWWHA to 
facilitate the popular interest of visitors taking a photograph at the 
entry sign (being the southern-most National Park). 

  89% 

Construct new track link from the South Coast Track to the National 
Park entry and visitor facilities area. 

  78% 

Construct a shelter and consolidate visitor and walker information 
and telephone facilities into one location. 

  100% 

Retain the walker registration facility at the current location on the 
South Coast Track. 

  89% 

Revegetation to help screen the car parking area.   89% 

Relocate toilet closer to visitor information office and reduce the 
need for visitors to cross the road. 

 67%  

Formalise the car parking for the day use area and add additional 
picnic table facilities and pathway to the beach. 

  89% 

Upgrade interpretation of historic machinery.   78% 

Review and discuss vehicle parking to service the two shacks.   78% 

Formalise the layout of the bushwalkers car park including widening 
the entry road to allow two way vehicle use. 

  100% 

Upgrading the entry road to the long term car park would allow 
removal of vehicle use (other than for management purposes) from 
the South Coast Track (i.e. Cockle Creek bridge to shack) in the 
future 

  89% 
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The three most important ideas identified by the respondents were: 

1. Formalise the car parking spaces on both sides of Cockle Creek Road. 

2. Construct a shelter and consolidate visitor and walker information and telephone facilities into one 

location. 

3. Conversion of the building into a larger visitor information office with the potential to relocate 

caretaker accommodation to an alternative site within the national park, and formalise the car 

parking for the day use area and add additional picnic table facilities and pathway to the beach. 

The comments for improving the facilities, visitor experiences and management of entry into the national 

park were: 

• Increase signage and speed management strategies as there is a threat to children and wildlife from 

people driving too fast on the existing road Improve road surface especially around camping areas to 

decrease puddles/splashing in the rain. Maintain free camping with public pass if possible. 

• Place sign in main camping area for campers to park front facing the sea to avoid big rigs taking up 

too much space. 

• Get solid research information on C18 story of French settlers and their links with First Peoples. 

Present the above communicatively as part of visitor centre. 

• Great as is. Maybe more camping areas for busy times. 
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3.7 Boltons Green Camping Area and Whalers Sculpture Walk 

The response to the ideas listed for the Boltons Green camping area and Whalers Sculpture Walk are shown 

below. 

 Level of Respondent Support 

Ideas Less than 
50% 

Between 
50%-75% 

Greater than 
75% 

Boltons Green Camping Area    

Maintain the capacity of the existing camping areas at 
Boltons Green. 

  100% 

Consider allowing several small open foreshore areas 
(beyond the current limit of the camping area) to be available 
for single overnight stays by campervans. 

  100% 

Introduce firepots or designated ‘fireplaces’ (as 
recommended in the WHA Management Plan for the national 
park and nature recreation area) 

 66%  

Whale Sculpture Walk  

Define the car parking area with signage and markers 
installed with the gravel surface to indicate right angle 
parking spaces. 

  77% 

Define the turning circle with a central island containing 
native vegetation. 

48%   

Construct a toilet at the eastern end of the car park.   100% 

Install vehicle barrier at the entry to the walk.  55%  

Install sign to indicate the track to the beach.   77% 
 

The three most important ideas identified by the respondents were: 

1. Maintain the capacity of the existing camping areas at Boltons Green. 

2. Consider allowing several small open foreshore areas (beyond the current limit of the camping area) 

to be available for single overnight stays by campervans. 

3. Construct a toilet at the eastern end of the car park. 
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The comments for improving the facilities, visitor experiences and management of Boltons Green camping 

area and Whalers Sculpture Walk were: 

• More tables. Fishers Point walking track is a disgrace. 

• Somehow reduce the drive through traffic. Maintain grass area to allow for more tent site options. 

Keep all as a nice, natural and beautiful as it is now – well done…we love it! 

• Manage speed limit to 20km to avoid children/wildlife being injured. Improve road surface to reduce 

puddles in the wet. Signage to encourage campers to camp parallel to each other facing the sea to 

create more space for other campers. Maintain free camping with park pass if possible. 

• Long term control of declared weeds and environmental weeds. Whatever is planned for Boltons 

Green and the entire area should be low maintenance. 

• No firepots as this will only encourage people to take wood from the bush. It will become like the 

NRA side – awful! 

• The campsites on the water side of the road need to be levelled and have drainage. 

• Perfect the way it is at this time in April being the low season. 

• More discreet individual camp sites. Improve site drainage. Shower block – charge to apply. 

• Great as it is – in low season no problems. 

4.0 Overall Summary 

The survey respondents indicated majority support for most of the recommended actions to improve the 

camping areas within the Cockle Creek Precinct.  

The Plan has designated high priority for works to relieve visitation pressure on the site amenities and 

improve the experience for visitors and day users whilst ensuring PWS visitor and environmental risk 

responsibilities are met. High priority has also been given to addressing identified safety issues and 

addressing some of the site planning issues at the Catamaran camping/boat ramp area.  

There will always be some visitors that want to keep things as they are but as the plan indicates in Section 

2.2.2, this is no longer an acceptable solution. The continued growth in visitor numbers, the site impacts from 

current visitation, the increasing maintenance and management costs and the increased expectations of 

visitors requires the implementation of a range of basic improvements on a staged basis within the camping 

areas.  

The plan advocates a staged approach for implementation as this will allow for further engagement with 

visitors and refinement of the works actions specific to the various camping areas and locations.  
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The Table on the following page lists the five recommended ideas out of the list of 60 recommended ideas 

(excluding Catamaran camping area and boat ramp given the low survey return) that received less than 50% 

support. A brief response comment is provided. 

Location Recommended Idea Response Comment 

Finns Camping 
Area 

Having a designated tent 
camping zone with provision for 
car parking off the entry road. 

The survey comments suggest that there are many users (group of 
30 people) of this camping area who have been staying at the 
camping area during Easter for up to 30 years. Reference was 
made to keep areas available for the mix of caravans, campers and 
tents. There may have been a perception that the designated tent 
camping zone was where all tents would be located. However, the 
Plan indicates that this is a zone for tent camping free of vehicles 
and that tents, caravans and campers will still be able to utilize 
space outside of the proposed tent camping zone. It is about 
providing a choice of options for tent campers. 

Finns Camping 
Area 

Having a designated campervan 
camping area. 

Similar views to above with tents, caravans and campers still able to 
utilize space outside of the proposed campervan camping zone 
whilst still providing a choice of options for campervans. 

Ramsgate 
Camping Area 

Install water tanks to supply 
campers. 

Uncertain as to why this lacked support with users as currently 
campers are required to be self-sufficient or to travel to Gilhams 
camping area or the NP entry to obtain water.  

Ramsgate 
Camping Area 

Close and rehabilitate track to 
beach. 

The plan shows retaining and upgrading two of the three existing 
informal tracks to the beach. The proposed track for closure is the 
middle track within 120m of one of the proposed upgraded tracks. 
The closure would rationalize tracks, protect coastal vegetation and 
help reduce ongoing maintenance costs.  

Boltons Green 
camping area 
and Whalers 
Sculpture Walk 

Define the turning circle with a 
central island containing native 
vegetation. 

The turning circle is proposed to rectify inappropriate parking and 
turning by visitors that creates problems for buses and other users. 
The turning circle is intended to also support the upgrading of a 
defined car parking area.  
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