
CONTEXT
The Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS), together with 
Tasmanian consultancy Inspiring Place1, is working 
to develop a new Maria Island National Park and Ile 
Des Phoques Nature Reserve Management Plan (the 
management plan) and Maria Island National Park 
Darlington Site Plan (the site plan). 
The Maria Island – Darlington Settlement and Point 
Lesueur Conservation Management Plan Volumes 1, 2 
and 3 will be updated by the PWS Heritage Section.
These Plans are now over 20 years old. Over that time, 
there have been significant changes to the legislation, 
management policies, visitor levels, visitor expectations 
and services. These changes include:

New legislation governs the management of the 
reserve estate. 

 > In 2002, the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1970 
was split into the Nature Conservation Act 2002 
and National Parks and Reserves Management 
Act 2002. The 1998 management plan refers to the 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1970.

 > The Aboriginal Relics Act 1975 was amended on  
16 August 2017 and became the Aboriginal Heritage 
Act 1975, the primary legislation for the protection 
of Aboriginal cultural heritage in Tasmania. The 
1998 management plan refers to the Aboriginal 
Relics Act 1975. 

Australian Convict Sites World Heritage serial listing, 
National Heritage List and Tasmanian Heritage 
Register

 > There are multiple listings for the historic cultural 
heritage values of Darlington Probation Station and 
wider Maria Island National Park, including:
• Maria Island and Ile de Nord are listed on the 

Tasmanian Heritage Register;
• Darlington Probation Station was included on the 

National Heritage List on 1 August 2007; and
• Darlington Probation Station is one of eleven sites 

comprising the Australian Convict Sites World 
Heritage Serial Listing inscribed on the World 
Heritage List on 31 July 2010. The Australian 
Convict Sites are Australia’s 18th World Heritage 
listed place.

 > The statement of significance for each listing 
focusses upon the values associated with the 
transportation and probation of convicts. 

 > It is Australia’s most intact example of a convict 
probation station, and is a significant aspect of 
Australia’s cultural history.

 > Darlington Probation Station, together with the 
other Australian convict sites, represent the global 
phenomenon of convictism. The sites are the pre-
eminent examples of Australia’s rich convict history 
and are unique in the world today.
• The World Heritage listing of the Darlington 

Probation Station imposes other obligations 
under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 
and Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Regulations 2000 (EPBC Regs). 

 > These obligations include that the Australian 
Government: 
• uses its best endeavours to ensure any plan 

for managing a World Heritage property is not 
inconsistent with Australia’s obligations under the 
World Heritage Convention or the Australian World 
Heritage Management Principles;

• takes all reasonable steps to ensure it performs its 
powers in a way that is not inconsistent with the 
Australian World Heritage management principles 
as set out under Schedule 5 of the EPBC Regs; and
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• in order to be accredited, the management 
plan needs to meet criteria for accreditation of 
management plans for World Heritage properties 
and National Heritage places (under Regulation 
2B.01).

Tourism
• There has been a significant increase in 

international and interstate tourist numbers 
to Tasmania and Tasmanian national parks in 
particular – a trend which is expected to continue.

• A new larger and more frequent ferry now operates 
between Triabunna and Darlington.

• There is an increasing number of commercial 
operators visiting Maria Island or operating nature-
based tourism ventures on the island.

• The PWS is making significant investments on 
Maria Island as part of the ‘Maria Island Re-
discovered’ project. These works have included 
a $4 million allocation for upgrades to visitor 
facilities, infrastructure and heritage sites on 
the island, with more substantial works to be 
undertaken in future investment rounds.

As visitor numbers have grown so has the need to 
upgrade the capacity of service infrastructure such as 
the jetty, power, water supply and sewerage treatment. 
Another reason for the review includes the introduction  
of the Tasmanian Devil onto Maria Island as part of  
a broader program to raise tumor free populations  
for release.
The review and update of these plans will take place 
concurrently and include extensive consultation.  
It will take up to two years to complete the preparation 
of new plans. 
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PROJECT STAGES & KEY DATES 

Release of discussion papers EARLY 2021

Call for input into the development of the 
draft plans EARLY 2021

Public meetings – Triabunna,  
Launceston and Hobart

Online

Key stakeholder consultation

Release of draft plans for public comment 
MID 2021

Draft Maria Island National Park and Ile des 
Phoques Nature Reserve Management Plan 

Draft Darlington Probation Station World 
Heritage Site Plan

Call for representations – Release of draft 
plans for public comment MID 2021

Public meetings - Triabunna, Launceston 
and Hobart 

Online feedback

Tasmanian Planning Commission (TPC) 
review MID 2021

TPC review of the Director’s Report on the 
Draft Maria Island National Park and Ile des 
Phoques Nature Reserve Management Plan

Release of the approved site plan MID 2022

Release of the Darlington Probation Station 
World Heritage Site Plan

Release of the approved management plan 
MID 2022

Release of the approved Maria Island 
National Park and Ile des Phoques Nature 
Reserve Management Plan



DISCUSSION PAPERS 
Discussion Papers have been prepared to help inform 
and invite discussion about the future planning for the 
Maria Island National Park and Ile des Phoques Nature 
Reserve. The Papers provide a general overview of 
the values, significance, key issues and opportunities. 
A set of questions are presented to invite public 
consideration and feedback. 
The Discussion Papers include:

 > Managing Natural (Terrestrial) Values
 > Managing Natural (Marine) Values
 > Managing the Historic Heritage
 > Managing the Aboriginal Heritage 
 > Managing Visitor Experiences and Impacts

The Papers can be accessed on the PWS website at 
https://parks.tas.gov.au/be-involved/have-your-say/
maria-island-management-plan-review

HAVE YOUR SAY
We invite your input into the development of the draft 
plans for the Maria Island National Park and Ill de 
Phoques Nature Reserve Management Plan and the Site 
Plan for the Darlington Probation Station Convict Site. 
The closing date for input into the development of the 
draft plans is 7 June 2021. 
Having considered the Discussion Papers, please 
forward your input to the Project Manager at 
mariaislandplan@parks.tas.gov.au 
Alternatively, your input can be posted to:

Maria Island Plans 
Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service 
GPO Box 1751  
Hobart TAS 7001

Accessibility of documents 
The Government recognises that not all individuals or 
groups are equally placed to access and understand 
information. We are therefore committed to ensuring 
Government information is accessible and easily 
understood by people with diverse communication 
needs. 
Where possible, please consider typing your submission 
in plain English and providing it in a format such as 
Microsoft Word or equivalent. The Government cannot, 
however, take responsibility for the accessibility of 
documents provided by third parties. 

Important information to note 
Your name (or the name of the organisation) will be 
published unless you request otherwise. 
In the absence of a clear indication that a submission is 
intended to be treated as confidential (or parts of the 
submission), the Department will treat the submission 
as public. 
If you would like your submission treated as 
confidential, whether in whole or in part, please indicate 
this in writing at the time of making your submission, 
clearly identifying the parts of your submission you 
want to remain confidential, and the reasons why.  
In this case, your submission will not be published to  
the extent of that request. 
Copyright in submissions remains with the author(s), 
not with the Tasmanian Government. 
The Department will not publish, in whole or in part, 
submissions containing defamatory or offensive 
material. If your submission includes information that 
could enable the identification of other individuals,  
then either all or parts of the submission will not  
be published.

The Right to Information Act 2009 and 
Confidentiality 
Information provided to the Government may be 
provided to an applicant under the provisions of the 
Right to Information Act 2009 (RTI). If you have 
indicated that you wish all or part of your submission 
to be treated as confidential, your statement detailing 
the reasons may be taken into account in determining 
whether or not to release the information in the event of 
an RTI application for assessed disclosure. You may also 
be contacted to provide any further comment.
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