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30 January 2020 

To Discovery Holiday Parks 

Copy to Willow McMinn, Jen Welch, Laura Farrell 

From Emma Davis Tel +61 3 8687 8102 

Subject Visual Considerations Memo Job no. 3219099 

 

1 Introduction 
GHD Pty Ltd (GHD) has been engaged by Discovery Parks, to prepare a preliminary visual 
considerations memo for the extension of the Cradle Mountain Discovery Holiday Park. 

This visual considerations memo includes a description of the existing visual environment, a 
preliminary overview of the visual impact of the proposed development and preliminary visual 
mitigation options to inform a decision as to whether a full landscape and visual impact assessment is 
required. Specific emphasis has been given to the sites’ location adjacent to the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA), as well as potential visual impact to visitors travelling on 
Cradle Mountain Road and the Cradle Gateway Site.  

The visual considerations memo will follow the below structure: 

 Project location and proposal 

 Planning context 

 Existing visual environment 

 Zone of Theoretical Visibility 

 Identification of visual impacts 

 Preliminary visual mitigation options 

 Conclusion 

 References 

Site visits were undertaken by an environmental consultant on the 9th August and the 17th August. Site 
photographs were taken for the purposes of this memo. The landscape and visual specialist (the 
author) did not visit the study area, therefore this memo is a desktop assessment only.   
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2 Project location and proposal 
The project is located at the Cradle Mountain Discovery Holiday Park, to the north-west of Cradle 
Mountain Road, opposite the Cradle Mountain Visitor Centre. The project involves the extension of 
the existing Discovery Holiday Park to include: 

• 51 new van sites both powered and unpowered 

• 71 new cabins approximately 4.2 metres to 7.2 metres high 

• One new amenities block  

• One new camp kitchen  

• One new storage/services shed 

• Boardwalk associated with 11 new cabins 

• Twelve new car parks for cabin guests 

• Widening to four metres and resurfacing of existing fire/access tracks and addition of new four 
metre wide loop road to connect existing tracks 

• Three new entry lanes and three new exit lanes with boom gates 

• Thirteen new visitors car parks at the entrance 

• Replacement of existing storage/services shed with new shed 

• New two bedroom manager’s residence  

• Widening of Cradle Mountain Road at entrance to holiday park 

• Minor vegetation clearance, including around the existing reception/residence, along Cradle 
Mountain Road with the associated entrance works. 

Final cabin locations are to be confirmed as the positions of the existing trees will be taken into 
consideration and retained where possible.  

3 Planning context 
A high level review of key planning policy has been undertaken, refer to the Planning Assessment, 
prepared as part of the project Environmental Impact Statement, for a comprehensive review of policy 
and legislation. The site is subject to the Cradle Gateway Specific Area Plan (SAP) under the Kentish 
Interim Planning Scheme 2013 and is located within the ‘Sustainable Tourism Precinct’. A key 
purpose of the Cradle Gateway SAP is to assist in the protection of the habitat and landscape values 
of the Cradle Gateway and the TWWHA. Key purposes within the ‘Sustainable Tourism Precinct’ 
relevant to the landscape and visual environment include: 

• minimises apparent disturbance of topographic features and native vegetation; 

• minimises adverse impact on landscape values and the visitor experience when viewed 
from roads, public spaces and the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area; 
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• sensitively site and embed buildings and structures within the landscape. 

The Cradle Gateway SAP defines the following terms relevant to the landscape and visual 
environment: 

• Landscape values - means the combined effect of visual qualities associated with 
landform, geology, soils, vegetation, waterways, pattern and visibility of development and 
infrastructure within a landscape unit as viewed from publicly accessible locations that 
contribute to its overall scenic quality.  

• Scenic quality - means the visual impression of a landscape available from publicly 
accessible locations and which is relative to the aesthetic importance or distinctiveness of 
that landscape. 

Within the Cradle Gateway SAP there are multiple objectives and key performance criteria relevant to 
the landscape and visual environment. This includes criteria such as the design and siting of buildings 
being compatible with the landscape values of the Cradle Gateway and TWWHA. 

4 Existing visual environment 
The project site is located outside the TWWHA boundary, and is approximately 300 metres at its 
closest point to the TWWHA. The existing visual environment consists of a densely vegetated 
undulating landscape. Views along Cradle Mountain Road are constrained by the established native 
vegetation and topography, with occasional views to elevated peaks within the TWWHA available. 
Vegetation consists of tall native trees with a dense layer of scrub underneath. There are also areas 
of open landscape with no trees and low-lying scrubby native vegetation. Photo 4-1 shows typical 
views along Cradle Mountain Road towards dense vegetation. 

The existing built form within the area generally consists of single storey buildings such as tourist 
accommodation and the visitors centre. The existing vegetation screens views to the tourist 
accommodation along Cradle Mountain Road. The visitors centre is more prominent as it is located 
within a cleared area of land to the south-east of Cradle Mountain Road with expansive car parking 
surrounding. Overhead power lines run along the Cradle Mountain Road corridor. 
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Photo 4-1 View along Cradle Mountain Road 

5 Zone of Theoretical Visibility 
Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) mapping is a computer generated analysis which identifies land 
from which it is theoretically possible to view components of the project. ZTV mapping has been used 
to assist in identifying where the project could be visible and locations where the visual analysis 
should be undertaken. 

ESRI ArcGIS software was used to model the ZTV of the project. A SRTM-derived 1 Second Digital 
Elevation Model (Commonwealth of Australia, Geoscience Australia, 2011) was used. The ZTV was 
mapped using the following parameters: 

• A viewing height of 1.7 metres, which is the average within the typical viewing level range 
of an adult. 

• The indicative heights for the top of proposed cabins, storage sheds, amenities block and 
kitchen were modelled between 3 metres and 7.2 metres high. 

The GIS software then digitally determines the likely extent over which the feature would be visible or 
not visible. In interpreting the ZTV, the following issues must be considered: 
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• It only takes into account the landform and does not include land cover factors such as 
the presence of buildings and trees, therefore it represents the worst-case scenario of 
potential visual impact. 

• It does not take into account the effect on visual impact of distance. The greater the 
distance from the project, the lower the impact, as the development would take up a 
smaller portion of the view, and atmospheric conditions may reduce the visual 
prominence of the project 

• The ZTV is only accurate to the resolution of the elevation model. 

The ZTV, Figure 5-1, shows that the proposed project would be visible at a number of locations. This 
does not take into account the existing dense vegetation that currently screens a majority of the built 
form within the surrounding area. 
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Figure 5-1 Zone of Theoretical Visibility map 
  



 

 
GHDDocId/3219099-MEM-Visual Considerations Memo.docx   

 

6 Identification of visual impacts 
The following outlines the potential visual impacts of the project. The project would be sited within an 
existing holiday park, with proposed structures to be of a similar height and form to the existing 
buildings on site. There would be some removal of vegetation associated with the new entry area and 
new structures; this would be avoided where possible to retain the dense, vegetated character of the 
existing visual environment. The identification of visual impacts below is based on the vegetation 
clearance, cabins, amenities block, camp kitchen, new entry and exit lanes, and proposed new 
residence, replacement of existing and new storage shed, and widening of Cradle Mountain Road. 

An identification of the potential visual impacts at key locations along Cradle Mountain Road and from 
within the TWWHA has been outlined below and as shown in Figure 5-1. 
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Figure 6-1 shows the view from Viewpoint 1, south-west along Cradle Mountain Road on the 
approach to the Cradle Mountain accommodation and visitors centre. This view was selected to 
represent views from the important tourist road into the TWWHA. The existing view shows the Cradle 
Mountain Road pavement, overhead power lines, dense native understorey vegetation to both sides 
of the road, scattered native trees and views to vegetated hills in the background. The project would 
be located around the bend and behind the vegetated ridgeline. The project would not be visible from 
this location given the intervening vegetation and terrain.  

 

Figure 6-1 Viewpoint 1 - View south-west from Cradle Mountain Road adjacent to Black Bog 
Creek 
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Figure 6-2 shows the view from Viewpoint 2, south-west along Cradle Mountain road from the 
northern entry to the Cradle Mountain Visitors Centre. This view was selected to represent views from 
the important tourist road into the TWWHA and the Cradle Mountain Visitors Centre. The existing 
view shows the Cradle Mountain Road with overhead power lines on the right hand side with dense 
native vegetation on both sides of the road. The project would be located behind the vegetation on the 
right hand side of the image. The Cradle Mountain Road would be widened for a section in the middle 
of the image. Due to the existing vegetation on the right hand side of the road, which would be 
retained, and as the existing infrastructure is not visible, only the Cradle Mountain Road widening 
works would be visible from this location. 

 

Figure 6-2 Viewpoint 2 - View south-west along Cradle Mountain Road from northern entry to 
the Cradle Mountain Visitors Centre 
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Figure 6-3 shows the view from Viewpoint 3, south-west from Cradle Mountain Road towards the 
existing Discovery Parks entrance. This view was selected to represent views for visitors to the Cradle 
Mountain Visitors Centre and the TWWHA. The existing view shows the paved driveway and entry 
signage for the Discovery Parks Holiday Park, with dense native vegetation in the background. The 
Discovery Parks caretaker’s residence, located to the right of the image, is partially visible amongst 
the vegetation in the background. There would be some vegetation removal around the reception 
building and along the entry road for the construction of the project, although the existing vegetation 
to the left of this view would be mostly retained. The project would be partially visible from this 
location. 

 

Figure 6-3 Viewpoint 3 - View south-west from Cradle Mountain Road towards the existing 
Discovery Parks entrance 
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Figure 6-4 shows the view from Viewpoint 4, north from the junction of Cradle Valley Boardwalk and 
Dove Canyon Track. This view was selected to represent views from a popular tourist location within 
the TWWHA. The existing view shows the boardwalk in the foreground surrounded by low grasses 
with scattered clumps of native trees, and long views to vegetated hills in the background. The project 
would be located to the north of this viewpoint beyond the vegetation in the middle distance. The 
existing infrastructure is not visible. The project would not be visible from this location due to the 
distance (approximately 2.3 kilometres away), intervening vegetation and topography. 

 

Figure 6-4 Viewpoint 4 - View north from junction of Cradle Valley Boardwalk and Dove Canyon 
Track 
  



 

 
GHDDocId/3219099-MEM-Visual Considerations Memo.docx   

 

Figure 6-5 shows the view from Viewpoint 5, north from Marions Lookout within the TWWHA. This 
view was selected to represent views from a popular tourist location within the TWWHA. The existing 
view shows Lake Lilla in the foreground surrounded by undulating rocky landscape covered in low 
native scrub. Long views down the valley to Dove Lake Road and the vegetated hills beyond are 
available. The project would be located behind the vegetation at the end of the valley. The existing 
infrastructure is not visible. The project would not be visible from this location due to the distance 
(approximately nine kilometres away), intervening vegetation and topography. 

 

Figure 6-5 Viewpoint 5 - View north from Marions Lookout 

7 Preliminary visual mitigation options 
The following section outlines preliminary visual mitigation options which would aid the minimal visual 
impact of the proposed project. These mitigation options have been developed in response to the 
findings in this memo and in line with the key performance criteria within the Cradle Gateway SAP. 
The visual mitigation options are outlined below: 
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• The proposed built form should sit below the canopy line and be in accordance with the 
building height requirements within the Cradle Gateway SAP. The built form should 
respond to the existing visual environment which is densely vegetated. Views to built form 
should be limited through sensitive siting below the existing canopy line, minimising the 
building footprint, minimising the bulk of the building, using vegetation to screen from 
public places, and allowing for adequate infill soft landscaping.  

• The materials and finishes of the proposed built form should be compatible with 
surrounding visual environment. Colours and materials that are sensitive to the 
surrounding vegetated environment should be used, and bright colours and reflective 
surfaces should be avoided.  

• The vegetated visual character of the existing environment should be retained. The 
screening capacity of existing and proposed vegetation should be considered in the 
design of buildings and access roads. Existing vegetation should be retained and where 
not possible replacement vegetation provided and used to assist in screening the 
proposed built form from the surrounding roads, Cradle Mountain Visitors Centre and 
TWWHA.  

• The placement of buildings and site coverage should provide for adequate areas for 
pedestrian circulation, separation of built form to allow for screening and soft landscaping. 

8 Conclusion 
This visual considerations memo has been undertaken to establish preliminary visual impacts and 
mitigation options for the proposed extension to the Cradle Mountain Discovery Holiday Park, this is 
not a landscape and visual impact assessment. At the time of writing, the proposed project was in the 
concept design phase.  

The site is subject to the Cradle Gateway SAP which includes key purposes such as protecting the 
landscape values of the Cradle Gateway and TWWHA. The site sits within the densely vegetated and 
undulating landscape of Cradle Mountain, on the Cradle Mountain Road and outside the TWWHA 
boundary. Key visual features include the undulating topography and dense native vegetation, which 
often screen existing built form. 

Based on the context of the site with dense vegetation and undulating topography screening views to 
existing built form, and with vegetation removal restricted to the entrance, there would be minimal 
visual impact on the visual environment. The project is sited to minimise visual impacts to the 
surrounding visual environment and a landscape and visual impact assessment should not be 
required. The preliminary mitigation options should be used to guide the development of the design to 
ensure that the project is sited sensitively below the canopy line, retains the single storey height 
buildings, and includes materials that tie into the surrounding vegetated character, which would 
maintain the projects compatibility with the landscape values of the Cradle Gateway and TWWHA. 
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Regards 

Emma Davis 
Senior Landscape Strategy Consultant 
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